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“Who joined the Community?

Frances and Hall Judd

IntroducƟ on

We stand before the house of Frances and Hall Judd. They joined the AssociaƟ on soon aŌ er it 
started in 1842 and remained unƟ l it closed its doors four and a half years later. Then they built 
this house and chose to live in this neighborhood fi lled with former Community members for the 
rest of their lives. By telling the Judds’ story, we get a picture of what kind of people joined the 
AssociaƟ on, why they joined, and who was invited to join. Any organizaƟ on is only as strong as its 
members and must aƩ ract and retain the right people to survive and prosper. 

Who were Frances and Hall Judd?

—The AssociaƟ on admiƩ ed its fi rst members on April 8, 1842 (see founders Benson and Hill). 
When did Frances Birge and Hall Judd join? Why do you think they joined on the same day 
under separate names? (Doc. A, see boƩ om)

—Frances and Hall joined the Community as a young couple. She, like many other members, 
was born and raised in ConnecƟ cut. He was from Northampton. Can you describe their fi rst 
impressions and how they came to join the NAEI? (Doc. B)

—Can you give us a rough demographic sketch of who joined the Community? Where did they 
come from? How many were married or single? How many had children? How many children 
were there? Most parents at that Ɵ me were between the ages of 20-40. What does this tell us 
about the average age of members? How long did most people stay at the AssociaƟ on? (Doc. A)

—The AssociaƟ on had three African-American members listed here, not including Sojourner 
Truth whose name does not appear for some reason. The three came from New York City and 
BalƟ more, Maryland. Who were they? (Doc. A)

What kind of people joined the Community?

—The people who uprooted their lives to join this uncertain experiment came from a variety of 
places and circumstances, but they all had one thing in common: they were ardent reformers. 
Reform at that Ɵ me took on many diff erent shapes with the same underlying principle: 
people should do everything in their power to improve themselves and the society they live 
in.  Reformers challenged the status quo – what most people at the Ɵ me thought and did. The 
very act of living communally challenged the idea that people did best living individually or in 
isolated family units.

—What two poliƟ cal causes did all Community members support? What did “non-resistance” 
refer to? AddiƟ onal reading is needed here. Some members “did not reverence the church”, 
which meant they wished to reform their own churches. Speak to your partners in the “Benson 
Group” about this. Again, the very act of people from diff erent churches living together 
peacefully was a challenge to the status quo. Give us a picture of who joined. (Doc. C)
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What kind of people were admiƩ ed to the Community?

—Hall Judd was elected Secretary of the AssociaƟ on in 1845. One of his jobs as Secretary was to 
lead the “Regular Monthly MeeƟ ng for the admission of members”. We read at the boƩ om of 
the page that AusƟ n and Fidelia Ross “were unanimously admiƩ ed as permanent members”. 
This tells us that all the members got to vote on who could join; and that new people moved to 
the Community as temporary members for a Ɵ me before they could get full membership. Only 
full members could vote at meeƟ ngs (like this one). Why do you think they chose new members 
this way? (Doc. E)

—The AssociaƟ on received many more applicaƟ ons for membership than space allowed. 
What did they look for in new members? They wanted their fellow members to share their 
commitments to reform principles. But they also believed in the free expression of ideas and 
therefore imposed no “ArƟ cles of Faith” upon prospecƟ ve members. Explain for us. (Doc. D)

—New members also had to “be useful to the AssociaƟ on” because it had to support itself 
economically. What were some jobs that needed to be done? They needed a mixture of people 
who worked with their hands and who worked with their heads. Did they all get along? Did it 
help that they were all “middle class”? What does this term mean to you? (Docs. F,G top)

What kind of people remained in the Community?

—Once you were admiƩ ed to live in the Community, you had to accept a very simple lifestyle. 
This was both for moral and economic reasons. We see that members paid 50 cents a week for 
room and board when the going rate in Northampton was one dollar. (Doc. G boƩ om)

—Most simplicity was self-imposed – a moral choice members made for themselves. This choice 
was at the heart of what it meant to be a reformer. They believed they had to purify their own 
minds, bodies and spirits before they could take on the challenge of purifying society. They also 
believed in self-control, that true discipline comes from within.

—This was a big reason why “all were temperance people” at the AssociaƟ on. Describe the 
Temperance movement for us. Paul Strong’s Tavern was the second oldest business in the 
village. Contrast an evening there with Dolly’s descripƟ on of a social event at the Community. 
Why do you think Community members objected to what was going on at the tavern? (Docs. 
H,I,J,K)

—Many members, like the Judds, also embraced dietary reforms. They became “Grahamites”, 
following the teachings of Northampton’s Sylvester Graham. Describe this for us. (Doc. L top)

—Hall Judd took things a step further and embraced “asceƟ cism”. This was a form of extreme self-
denial that included a comfortable place to sleep and warm clothes in winter. Describe. (Docs. L 
boƩ om, M) 

—It took a certain kind of person to willingly live without comforts many took for granted. We can 
also imagine what it was like for people with strongly held beliefs on everything from religion 
to diet living and working together every day. Could this be why many chose to leave the 
AssociaƟ on? 
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NOTES ON SOURCES

A. List of Northampton AssociaƟ on members, published by the AssociaƟ on.
B. “Reminiscences” by Frances Judd (1894).
C. See B.
D. Frances Judd interviewed for the book American Socialisms (1870).
E. Northampton AssociaƟ on meeƟ ng records, March-April 1846.
F. AssociaƟ on list of Departments, or areas of work for members.
G. Samuel Hill, AssociaƟ on co-founder, interviewed in American CommuniƟ es (1908).
H. Prepared by the David Ruggles Center (2020).
I. From History of Florence MassachuseƩ s (1894).
J. Detail of the 1831 map of Northampton showing what is now Florence.
K. LeƩ er wriƩ en by member Dolly Stetson to her husband James, March 18, 1845.
L. See H. Family member describing Hall’s lifestyle (boƩ om).
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I came from Northampton one beauƟ ful Sunday in spring, a friend driving in to bring 
me and another, to see the place which we hoped would be to us a paradise. We came 
out by Prospect street, then down what is now Pine street, and across the lot to the 
back door of the house that was occupied by Mr. Benson and his large family. This 
house was at the corner of what is now Maple and Nonotuck streets. It seemed to be 
in a wilderness. A pine grove and ravine were west of it, and the land to the east was 
covered with mulberry bushes. Indeed, the side hill and plain above were given up to 
the “morus mulƟ caulis.”

The only names I had heard in connecƟ on with the new enterprise . were those 
of Benson, Hill, Adam, and Mack. The maƩ er of our joining the “Northampton 
AssociaƟ on” was discussed that day, and when we returned to Northampton the 
quesƟ on was put to me, “Shall we take what liƩ le money we have and cast in our lot 
with these people, who everybody says are visionary, fanaƟ cal, and foolish, or shall we 
go else where to make our home and get our living?” I said, “We will join them.” In a 
short Ɵ me we married, and came here. This was in 1842, and here my home has since 
been.

The associaƟ on was formed. New people constantly came, drawn by sympathy of 
views on one subject or another; all were earnest in the anƟ -slavery cause, many 
were deeply interested in non-resistance; all were temperance people and some had 
suff ered expulsion from the churches for their course on anƟ -slavery or other maƩ ers. 
They came together, and the former inhabitants of this rural hamlet looked on with 
suspicion and distrust at this new order of things. These people, who had invaded 
their formerly quiet domain, had such strange noƟ ons; many of them imbued with 
Quaker ideas and thinking all days alike holy. Some did not reverence the church and 
priesthood; some were advocates of vegetarianism, discarding animal food and all 
sƟ mulaƟ ng drinks. No wonder we were “past fi nding out.” I do not know that any of 
our people were immoral, or that their neighbors could accuse them of dishonesty 
in their dealings, or anything worse than their disregard of outward religious 
observances.

It could nor be expected that so many persons, bound by no pledges or ‘ArƟ cles 
of Faith,’ should agree in all things. They were never asked when applying for 
membership, “Do you believe so and so?” On the contrary, a good life and worthy 
moƟ ves were the only tests by which they were judged. Of course it was necessary, 
before they could be admiƩ ed, to decide the quesƟ on, “Can they be useful to the 
AssociaƟ on?”
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The great majority of the members belonged to the middle classes of 
society; there were many farmers and mechanics; the educated classes 
were also well rep resented. Wm. Adams had been a college Professor of 
Languages; David Mack and wife were persons of literary taste and capacity; 
James Boyle had been a CongregaƟ onal minister, lecturer and editor; Dr. 
Hud son, Mr. Benson and others were also educated people.

The leaders were for the most part workers with their hands as well as 
with their heads, and the members were generally industrious.

There never was serious objecƟ on to any kind of labor however menial.
There may have been an occasional manifestaƟ on of jealousy on the 

part of the hard-workers toward the more intellectual class, but it led to no 
serious altercaƟ ons.

In the management of the aff airs of the AssociaƟ on everything was 
conducted in quite a democraƟ c way; all were invited, including the women, 
to propose measures and discuss the measures proposed by others. There 
were from 130 to 140 members.

There was no unitary building for all the members, but accommodaƟ ons 
were provided in one of the build ings for 60 or 70 persons, who ate at a 
common table and had a common home.

In this common boarding-house the cost of food and lights was about 
50 cents a week; in private houses from 75 cents to $1.00. There was very 
liƩ le grumbling about the fare, plain and inexpensive as it was. A few were 
disposed to drop off  meat and live aŌ er the Graham system.

The evenings were spent in social gatherings; oŌ en in discussions relaƟ ve 
to the advancement of the AssociaƟ on.

G
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The fi rst generaƟ on that emerged out of the RevoluƟ onary War were 
heavy drinkers by today’s standards. The average American adult 
consumed seven gallons of hard liquor (hard cider, whiskey and rum) 
every year in 1825. In the year 2000, that same average American drank 
two gallons of mostly wine and beer annually. Most people drank with 
every meal and during mulƟ ple work breaks throughout the day.

Things began to change rapidly in 1826 with the formaƟ on of the 
American Temperance Society. Many were fed up with the “American 
Way of Drunkedness” and called for moderate use of alcohol, and in-
creasingly, total absƟ nence. Clergymen led a movement that called on 
storekeepers to stop selling spirituous liquors and on towns and ciƟ es to 
stop issuing tavern licenses. They organized speaking tours of reformed 
drinkers to warn of the dangers of “demon rum”. Their eff orts paid off  
as thousands of Americans took “Temperance Pledges” and overall con-
sumpƟ on dropped off  by two-thirds by 1840. 

This was the fi rst major reform movement in the U.S. that called on 
individuals to apply moral discipline in their own lives with an eye toward 
improving society for everyone.

Sources:
Jack Larkin, The Reshaping of Everyday Life (New York: Harper and Row, 
1988)     
Daniel Walker Howe, What Hath God Wrought (Oxford, U.K.: Oxford 
University Press, 2007)
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Dolly W. Stetson to James A. Stetson

Tuesday Evening 18th March-45 

Dear Husband

I suppose you would be as much disappointed to open the box and not 
fi nd a leƩ er, as I should be to have it return without one for me—so alltho 
I have nothing more to say than how much we love you and how much we 
wish you could be home with us, all of which you know without its being 
repeated; sƟ ll I will write. Ah! I have some news to tell you.

Our new kitchen and dining room are completed the laƩ er of which was 
formily dedicated last Tuesday Evening we had a Pic Nic to which all of the 
AssociaƟ on were invited and most of them came AŌ er supper we had a 
speech from Sojourney on the beauƟ es of the room—and truly it did look 
beauƟ fully decorated with evergreens and brilliantly illuminated with hang-
ing lamps borrowed for the occasion from the silk room. the room extends 
across the enƟ re east end of the factory and is large enough to seat the 
whole community comfortably at table—next a speach from G.W.B. upon 
ingraƟ  tude and complaining when we were surrounded by so many comforts 
and luxuries next followed Mr Mack upon order in all things and temperance 
in eaƟ ng—next Mr Hill upon raƟ onal enjoyments and occupaƟ ons that be-
come raƟ onal beings Mr Kerr closed by hoping that the hall would be dedi-
cated to free speech and that it might never be disgraced by chairmen and 
secretaraies to keep folks in order—Mrs Hammond had her piano removed 
to the hall with the intenƟ on to have dancing but as it was understood that 
Mr Hill intended to bear his tesƟ mony against it there seemed a general 
reluctance to commence but at last Mrs Mack Mrs Whipple Sophia Ford 
and a few other independent ones danced a fi gure and were just forming 
another set among which was your wife when Mr Hill entered and anounced 
the astounding fact that it was 9 oclock and asked who would act like 
reasonable beings and go home and go to bed?—Mr Hammond perswaded 
his wife to lock the piano—and thus ended the maƩ er not so either because 
there was a great deal of grumbling that they were not permited to dance-

K
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American reform movements began with a focus on the consumpƟ on of 
alcohol, but they soon turned to address eaƟ ng habits in the new naƟ on. 
Sylvester Graham, of Northampton, became a naƟ onal fi gure as a spokes-
person for dietary reform. He said Americans ate too much of the wrong 
foods. At that Ɵ me, the typical household ate meat with nearly every 
meal, either smoked, salted, fried, boiled or roasted. He called on his fol-
lowers, called “Grahamites”, to moderate their total intake and to cut out 
meat and “sƟ mulants”, such as coff ee, tea, sugar and tobacco, altogether. 
Most famously, Graham called on people to stop using refi ned and siŌ ed 
white fl our being turned out of new processing plants, and return to the use 
of tradiƟ onal, coarsely milled wheat fl our. The staple item in his diet was 
known as “Graham Bread”, the inspiraƟ on for today’s “Graham Cracker”. 
His recommended regimen also called for rigorous exercise, cleanliness, dai-
ly cold-water baths, and the choice of a hard sleeping surface. 

Sources:
Jack Larkin, The Reshaping of Everyday Life (New York: Harper and Row, 
1988)
Christopher Clark, The Communitarian Moment (Amherst: University of 
MassachuseƩ s Press, 1995)  

One of Hall Judd's brothers stayed over while Hall was away and slept 
on his bed, “if bed it might be called... ‘the soŌ  side of a Plank’ would 
be Down compared to it.” Hall’s mother brought pies to their house for 
a special occasion, but her son, “as usual, denounced all living except on 
Faith and Sawdust.” Hall’s mother also said of Frances, his wife: “She can 
turn her hand to any kind of work, she is a good sewer, is economical, is 
healthy, a thorough Grahamite, her views of dress, and of fashions, and of 
things which belong to the world perfectly agree with Hall’s.”
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