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“Who joined the Community?

Frances and Hall Judd
Introduction

We stand before the house of Frances and Hall Judd. They joined the Association soon after it
started in 1842 and remained until it closed its doors four and a half years later. Then they built
this house and chose to live in this neighborhood filled with former Community members for the
rest of their lives. By telling the Judds’ story, we get a picture of what kind of people joined the
Association, why they joined, and who was invited to join. Any organization is only as strong as its
members and must attract and retain the right people to survive and prosper.

Who were Frances and Hall Judd?

—The Association admitted its first members on April 8, 1842 (see founders Benson and Hill).
When did Frances Birge and Hall Judd join? Why do you think they joined on the same day
under separate names? (Doc. A, see bottom)

—Frances and Hall joined the Community as a young couple. She, like many other members,
was born and raised in Connecticut. He was from Northampton. Can you describe their first
impressions and how they came to join the NAEI? (Doc. B)

—Can you give us a rough demographic sketch of who joined the Community? Where did they
come from? How many were married or single? How many had children? How many children
were there? Most parents at that time were between the ages of 20-40. What does this tell us
about the average age of members? How long did most people stay at the Association? (Doc. A)

—The Association had three African-American members listed here, not including Sojourner
Truth whose name does not appear for some reason. The three came from New York City and
Baltimore, Maryland. Who were they? (Doc. A)

What kind of people joined the Community?

—The people who uprooted their lives to join this uncertain experiment came from a variety of
places and circumstances, but they all had one thing in common: they were ardent reformers.
Reform at that time took on many different shapes with the same underlying principle:
people should do everything in their power to improve themselves and the society they live
in. Reformers challenged the status quo — what most people at the time thought and did. The
very act of living communally challenged the idea that people did best living individually or in
isolated family units.

—What two political causes did all Community members support? What did “non-resistance”
refer to? Additional reading is needed here. Some members “did not reverence the church”,
which meant they wished to reform their own churches. Speak to your partners in the “Benson
Group” about this. Again, the very act of people from different churches living together
peacefully was a challenge to the status quo. Give us a picture of who joined. (Doc. C)
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What kind of people were admitted to the Community?

—Hall Judd was elected Secretary of the Association in 1845. One of his jobs as Secretary was to
lead the “Regular Monthly Meeting for the admission of members”. We read at the bottom of
the page that Austin and Fidelia Ross “were unanimously admitted as permanent members”.
This tells us that all the members got to vote on who could join; and that new people moved to
the Community as temporary members for a time before they could get full membership. Only
full members could vote at meetings (like this one). Why do you think they chose new members
this way? (Doc. E)

—The Association received many more applications for membership than space allowed.
What did they look for in new members? They wanted their fellow members to share their
commitments to reform principles. But they also believed in the free expression of ideas and
therefore imposed no “Articles of Faith” upon prospective members. Explain for us. (Doc. D)

—New members also had to “be useful to the Association” because it had to support itself
economically. What were some jobs that needed to be done? They needed a mixture of people
who worked with their hands and who worked with their heads. Did they all get along? Did it
help that they were all “middle class”? What does this term mean to you? (Docs. F,G top)

What kind of people remained in the Community?

—Once you were admitted to live in the Community, you had to accept a very simple lifestyle.
This was both for moral and economic reasons. We see that members paid 50 cents a week for
room and board when the going rate in Northampton was one dollar. (Doc. G bottom)

—Most simplicity was self-imposed —a moral choice members made for themselves. This choice
was at the heart of what it meant to be a reformer. They believed they had to purify their own
minds, bodies and spirits before they could take on the challenge of purifying society. They also
believed in self-control, that true discipline comes from within.

—This was a big reason why “all were temperance people” at the Association. Describe the
Temperance movement for us. Paul Strong’s Tavern was the second oldest business in the
village. Contrast an evening there with Dolly’s description of a social event at the Community.
Why do you think Community members objected to what was going on at the tavern? (Docs.
H,1,J,K)

—Many members, like the Judds, also embraced dietary reforms. They became “Grahamites”,
following the teachings of Northampton’s Sylvester Graham. Describe this for us. (Doc. L top)

—Hall Judd took things a step further and embraced “asceticism”. This was a form of extreme self-
denial that included a comfortable place to sleep and warm clothes in winter. Describe. (Docs. L
bottom, M)

—It took a certain kind of person to willingly live without comforts many took for granted. We can
also imagine what it was like for people with strongly held beliefs on everything from religion
to diet living and working together every day. Could this be why many chose to leave the
Association?
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NOTES ON SOURCES

CFASTIOTMON®P

List of Northampton Association members, published by the Association.
“Reminiscences” by Frances Judd (1894).

See B.

Frances Judd interviewed for the book American Socialisms (1870).
Northampton Association meeting records, March-April 1846.

Association list of Departments, or areas of work for members.

Samuel Hill, Association co-founder, interviewed in American Communities (1908).
Prepared by the David Ruggles Center (2020).

From History of Florence Massachusetts (1894).

Detail of the 1831 map of Northampton showing what is now Florence.

Letter written by member Dolly Stetson to her husband James, March 18, 1845.
See H. Family member describing Hall’s lifestyle (bottom).
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NAMES.

William Adam, wife, 4 children,
James D. Atkins,

George Ashley,

George Benson, wife, 4 children,
*Frances P. Birge,

Samuel Brooks, wife, 7 children,
Samuel A. Bottum, wife,

tRoxey A. Brown,

James Boyle, wife,

Wm. J. Bumstead, wife, 3 children,
Luther Brigham, 4 children,
Susan Byrne,

William Bassett, wife, 4 children,
Cyrus Bradbury,

Elizabeth Ely Bradbury,

Sarah Elizabeth Bradbury,
Bailey Birge, wife, 3 children,
Joseph Conant, wife,

Orwell S. Chaffee, wife, 1 child,
George Cooper,

tOctavia M. Damon,

Sophia Foorde,

Emily Farwell,

Gustavus Gifford,

Roswell K. Goodwin,

Caroline M. Gove,

Erasmus G. Hudson, wife, 2 children,
Rhoda Hudson,

Romulus Fowler Hudson,
Samuel L. Hill, wife, 3 children,
Sally Hill, 4 children,

Josiah Hayward, wife, 3 children,
William Haven, wife, 7 children,
Matilda Hill, 4 children,

Lucy Charlotte Hayden,

* Harriet W. Hayden,

Elisha L. Hammond, wife,

Hall Judd,

William Larned,

David Mack, wife, 2 children,
Charles May,

Abner S. Meade,

Littleton T. Morgan,

Moses K. Meader,

George W. Miller,

A. Menkin, M. D.,

Joseph C. Martin, wife, 4 children,
Lorenzo D. Nickerson,

Enos L. Preston, wife, 1 child,
William F. Parker, wife, 2 children,
Susan F. Parker,

Oliver D. Paine,

George Prindle,

Fortune R. Porter,

Lydia B. Pierce,

Nancy Richardson, 4 children,
David Ruggles.

Stephen C. Rush,

Lucius F. Reede,

Austin Ross, wife,

Fzra Rosbrooks,

Polly Rosbrooks,

Louisa C. Rosbrooks,

Francis O. Rosbrooks,

Three Rosbrooks children,
Theodore Scarborough, wife, 1 child,
Jason Sulloway, wife,

Pamelia Small, 1 child,

Earle Dwight Swift, wife,
Herbert Scarborough,

Mary Ann Smith,

Calvin Stebbins, wife, 2 children,
William Stearns, wife, I child,
James A. Stetson, wife, 6 children,
Laura Stebbins,

George Washington Sullivan,
Sidney Southworth,

George Thurber, wife, 1 child,
Hiram Wells, wife, 1 child,
Joseph S Wall, wife,

Wm. G. Wilson,

James Willey,

Lyman F. Wight,

Thomas Whitmarsh,

FROM.
Cambridge,
Old Cambridge,
Chaplin, Ct.,
Brooklyn, Ct.,
Colebrook, Ct.,
Hadley,
Mansfield, Ct.,
Bloomfield, Ct.,
Boston,
Bloomfield, Ct.,
‘Worcester,

Willimantic, Ct.,

Lynn,
Boston,

“

“«

Colebrook, Ct.,
Mansfield, Ct.,

«

Chesterfield,
Dedham,
Cambridge,
Nantucket,

Lynn,
Bloomfield, Ct.,
Wolcottville,
Bloomfield, Ct.,
Willimantic, Ct.,
Northampton,
Salem,
Windham, Ct.,
Willimantic, Ct.,
Bath, Me.,

I
New Ipswich, N.H.,
Northampton,
Boston,
Cambridge,
Benton, Ala.,
Danvers,
Cambridge,
Nantucket,
Boston,

Chaplin, Ct.,
Boston,
Brooklyn, Ct.,
Nantucket,

«
Chesterfield,
New Haven, Ct.,
New York,

Waltham,
New York,

«
Cummington,
Chaplin, Ct.,
Cicero, N. Y.,

“«

Brooklyn, Ct.,
Canton,
Norwich, Ct.,
Mansfield, Ct.,
Brooklyn, Ct.,
Bloomfield, Ct.,
Wilbraham,
‘Waltham,
Brooklyn, Ct.,
Springfield,
Baltimore, Md,,
Boston,

«
Mansfield, Ct.,
‘Worcester,
Vergennes, Vt.,
Hartford, Ct.,
Easthampton,
Northampton,

ENTERED.
April 8, 1842.
Sept. 28, 1842.
Jan. 13, 1844.
April 8, 1842.
May 28, 1842.
April g, 1842.
April 8, 1842.
Nov. 12, 1842.
June 5, 1842.
Nov. 16, 1842.
Nov. 29, 1843.
Nov. 4, 1843.
Feb. 24, 1844.
April 4, 1844.
April 4, 1844.
April 4, 1844.
Jan. 31, 1846.
April 8, 1842.
April 24, 1842.
April 15, 1843.
Sept. 30, 1844.
April 15, 1843.
June 17, 1843.
Nov. 29, 1842.
Nov. 25, 1843.
June 25, 1844.
April 8, 1842.
Feb. 11, 1843.
April 8, 1842.
April 8, 1842.
April 8, 1842.
March 8, 1843.
May 4, 1843.
Jan. 13, 1844.
April 10, 1844.
April 10, 1844.
May 16, 1844.
May 28, 1842.
Oct. 15, 1842.
May 15, 1842.
Jan. 13, 1843.
Dec. 6, 1842.
July 28, 1843.
April 15, 1843.
July 22, 1843.
Jan. 13, 1844.
April 9, 1844.
April 15, 1843.
Sept. 3, 1842.
Oct. 22, 1842.
Jan. 14, 1843.
April 10, 1842.
May 13, 1843.
Aug. 19, 1843.
Feb. 25, 1843.
Sept. 24, 1842
Nov. 30, 1842.

. Nov. 4, 1843.

May 20, 1843.
Mar. 29, 1845.
Jan. 26, 1844.
Jan. 26, 1844.
Jan. 26, 1844.
Jan. 26, 1844.
Jan. 26, 1844.
April 8, 1842.
April 17, 1842.
April 8, 1842.
April 8, 1842.
Jan. 14, 1843.
Jan. 8, 1843.
May 7, 1843.
March 25, 1843.
April 20, 1843.
July 8, 1843.
Nov. 3, 1843.
Jan. 27, 1844.
April 17, 1842.
April 8, 1842.
April 10, 1842.
Feb. 4, 1843.
Mar. 16, 1843
Aug. 19, 1843.
Nov. 25, 1843.
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WITHDREW.
Jan. 2, 1844.
March 6, 1847.
Dec. 28, 1845.
Oct. 1, 1845.

March, 1843.
Oct. 13, 1843.

July, 1844.
Nov. 18, 1844.
Dec. 2, 1844.

Oct. 8, 1842.
Oct. 22, 1842.
Sept. 12, 1843.
March 6, 1847.
June 12, 1845.
1843.

Sept. 16, 1843.
May 13, 1843.

Sept. 23, 1842.
July 2, 184 4.

Nov. 1, 1846.

Aug. 2, 1843.
Sept. 5, 1845.

April 3, 1844.
March, 1844.

Nov., 1843.
July, 1843

June 16, 1845.
May, 1845.
Jan. 31, 1844.

April 23, 1846.
Nov., 1843.

May 31, 1845.
Oct., 1842.

May 16, 1844.
Nov., 1843.
March 16, 1846.
Jan. 30, 1844.

Aug. 19, 1843.

Aug. 8, 1845.
July 8, 1843.
April 8, 1843.
1843.
Dec., 1843.

* Married Hall Judd, June 1, 1842.

+ Married A, R. Nickerson, June 8, 1844.
% Married James D, Atkins, Sept. 30, 1844.



| came from Northampton one beautiful Sunday in spring, a friend driving in to bring
me and another, to see the place which we hoped would be to us a paradise. We came
out by Prospect street, then down what is now Pine street, and across the lot to the
back door of the house that was occupied by Mr. Benson and his large family. This
house was at the corner of what is now Maple and Nonotuck streets. It seemed to be
in a wilderness. A pine grove and ravine were west of it, and the land to the east was
covered with mulberry bushes. Indeed, the side hill and plain above were given up to
the “morus multicaulis.”

The only names | had heard in connection with the new enterprise . were those
of Benson, Hill, Adam, and Mack. The matter of our joining the “Northampton
Association” was discussed that day, and when we returned to Northampton the
guestion was put to me, “Shall we take what little money we have and cast in our lot
with these people, who everybody says are visionary, fanatical, and foolish, or shall we
go elsewhere to make our home and get our living?” | said, “We will join them.” In a
short time we married, and came here. This was in 1842, and here my home has since
been.

The association was formed. New people constantly came, drawn by sympathy of
views on one subject or another; all were earnest in the anti-slavery cause, many
were deeply interested in non-resistance; all were temperance people and some had
suffered expulsion from the churches for their course on anti-slavery or other matters.
They came together, and the former inhabitants of this rural hamlet looked on with
suspicion and distrust at this new order of things. These people, who had invaded
their formerly quiet domain, had such strange notions; many of them imbued with
Quaker ideas and thinking all days alike holy. Some did not reverence the church and
priesthood; some were advocates of vegetarianism, discarding animal food and all
stimulating drinks. No wonder we were “past finding out.” | do not know that any of
our people were immoral, or that their neighbors could accuse them of dishonesty
in their dealings, or anything worse than their disregard of outward religious
observances.

It could nor be expected that so many persons, bound by no pledges or ‘Articles

of Faith, should agree in all things. They were never asked when applying for
membership, “Do you believe so and so?” On the contrary, a good life and worthy
motives were the only tests by which they were judged. Of course it was necessary,
before they could be admitted, to decide the question, “Can they be useful to the
Association?”
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«1, Agricultural Department, including all farming operations, and all
standing wood and timber. Theodore Scarborough, Director. E. D. Hudson,
Assistant Director in Horticulture.

“3, Lumber Department, including sawing lumber, cutting shingles, care of
lumber yard, and sale of lumber., G. W. Benson, Director.

“3. Silk Manufacturing Department, including the manufacture of Silk and
Flax, and the direction of the machine shop. E. L. Preston, Director.

“4. Cutlery Department, including all kinds of blacksmithing and cutlery.
H. Wells, Director. ’

“5. Mechanical Department, including all carpentry, the planing machine,
and the manufacture of shoes. W. F. Parker, Director.

“6. Silk Growing Department, including the culture of mulberry trees, the
feeding of silk-worms, and the reeling of cocoons. O. D, Paine, Director.

“7. Domestic Department, including the providing of females with work,
the superintendence and care of domestic labour and of the community board-
ing house, Roxie Brown, Director., Nancy Richardson, Assistant Director of
the Table. S. L. Hill, Assistant Director of the Household.

“8. Store Department, including the purchase and sale of supplies and the
care of the Daily Express. Hall Judd, Director.

“9. Accountant’s Department, including charge of the book and accounts
of the Association. W, Larned, Director,

“10. Educational Department, including the direction of the studies,
labours, and amusements of all members under the age of eighteen, in consulta-
tion with parents, guardians, teachers, and industrial directors. W. Adam,
Director.

“11. Secretarial Department, including charge of the correspondence of
the Association, keeping copies of letters sent and recording the transactions of
all business meetings. W. Adam, Director. G. W. Benson, Financial Assistant
in the Treasurer's Department,”
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The great majority of the members belonged to the middle classes of
society; there were many farmers and mechanics; the educated classes
were also well represented. Wm. Adams had been a college Professor of
Languages; David Mack and wife were persons of literary taste and capacity;
James Boyle had been a Congregational minister, lecturer and editor; Dr.
Hudson, Mr. Benson and others were also educated people.

The leaders were for the most part workers with their hands as well as
with their heads, and the members were generally industrious.

There never was serious objection to any kind of labor however menial.

There may have been an occasional manifestation of jealousy on the
part of the hard-workers toward the more intellectual class, but it led to no
serious altercations.

In the management of the affairs of the Association everything was
conducted in quite a democratic way; all were invited, including the women,
to propose measures and discuss the measures proposed by others. There
were from 130 to 140 members.

There was no unitary building for all the members, but accommodations
were provided in one of the buildings for 60 or 70 persons, who ate at a
common table and had a common home.

In this common boarding-house the cost of food and lights was about
50 cents a week; in private houses from 75 cents to $1.00. There was very
little grumbling about the fare, plain and inexpensive as it was. A few were
disposed to drop off meat and live after the Graham system.

The evenings were spent in social gatherings; often in discussions relative
to the advancement of the Association.
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The first generation that emerged out of the Revolutionary War were
heavy drinkers by today’s standards. The average American adult
consumed seven gallons of hard liquor (hard cider, whiskey and rum)
every year in 1825. In the year 2000, that same average American drank
two gallons of mostly wine and beer annually. Most people drank with
every meal and during multiple work breaks throughout the day.

Things began to change rapidly in 1826 with the formation of the
American Temperance Society. Many were fed up with the “American
Way of Drunkedness” and called for moderate use of alcohol, and in-
creasingly, total abstinence. Clergymen led a movement that called on
storekeepers to stop selling spirituous liquors and on towns and cities to
stop issuing tavern licenses. They organized speaking tours of reformed
drinkers to warn of the dangers of “demon rum”. Their efforts paid off
as thousands of Americans took “Temperance Pledges” and overall con-
sumption dropped off by two-thirds by 1840.

This was the first major reform movement in the U.S. that called on
individuals to apply moral discipline in their own lives with an eye toward
improving society for everyone.

Sources:

Jack Larkin, The Reshaping of Everyday Life (New York: Harper and Row,
1988)

Daniel Walker Howe, What Hath God Wrought (Oxford, U.K.: Oxford
University Press, 2007)
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PAUL STRONG TAVERN SIGN.

We have completed the inspection of the tavern surroundings, so now
let us step inside. If the winter has set in and the genial host is enter-
taining a sleighing party, the sight will be a gay one. Entering the side
door (the front door was used for state occasions only), we find ourselves
in the office, or, as it was known in those days, the barroom. This room
was the center of the social and political life of the village. On the
opposite side of the room the huge open fire blazed brightly on the
hearth. To the right was the bar, and on the wall back of it were shelves
holding rows of large bottles, conspicuously labeled “ New Rum,” “Old
Whiskey,” “ Jamaica Rum,” etc., etc. If the sleighing party has just
arrived, the young ladies are warming themselves before the fire, but if
they have adjourned to the dancing hall above, the
driver and one or two other men occupy the few 1BEDR[]I]M
straight-backed homemade chairs; possibly agame [ . OLD HATRELD
of cards has been started around the rude, wooden STORE PARLOR
table that stands in the center of the room. 1 ROOM [

The door to the right of the fireplace opens into '
the dining room, and within we see the festive KITCHEN
board heavily laden in anticipation of the keen ap- |
petites of the guests. Back of the dining room [T
is the kitchen, presenting a very lively scene, for the
tidy wife of the landlord, assisted by the daughters, i
is busily preparing the feast. i .
Passing through the front hall '
we enter the parlor, called the JBFJRIM
“front parlor,” to distinguish
it from the one in the rear of
the house, and named “ Old
Hatfield ” because it was so
far away.

LIVING ROOM.

DINING ROOM.  (PANTRY.
W
JPHANEY ag pog |
OR OFFICE. | |

PIAZZA.

Wotf ]

Swa
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Dolly W. Stetson to James A. Stetson

Tuesday Evening 18th March-45

Dear Husband

| suppose you would be as much disappointed to open the box and not
find a letter, as | should be to have it return without one for me—so alltho
| have nothing more to say than how much we love you and how much we
wish you could be home with us, all of which you know without its being
repeated; still | will write. Ah! | have some news to tell you.

Our new kitchen and dining room are completed the latter of which was
formily dedicated last Tuesday Evening we had a Pic Nic to which all of the
Association were invited and most of them came After supper we had a
speech from Sojourney on the beauties of the room—and truly it did look
beautifully decorated with evergreens and brilliantly illuminated with hang-
ing lamps borrowed for the occasion from the silk room. the room extends
across the entire east end of the factory and is large enough to seat the
whole community comfortably at table—next a speach from G.W.B. upon
ingratitude and complaining when we were surrounded by so many comforts
and luxuries next followed Mr Mack upon order in all things and temperance
in eating—next Mr Hill upon rational enjoyments and occupations that be-
come rational beings Mr Kerr closed by hoping that the hall would be dedi-
cated to free speech and that it might never be disgraced by chairmen and
secretaraies to keep folks in order—Mrs Hammond had her piano removed
to the hall with the intention to have dancing but as it was understood that
Mr Hill intended to bear his testimony against it there seemed a general
reluctance to commence but at last Mrs Mack Mrs Whipple Sophia Ford
and a few other independent ones danced a figure and were just forming
another set among which was your wife when Mr Hill entered and anounced
the astounding fact that it was 9 oclock and asked who would act like
reasonable beings and go home and go to bed?—Mr Hammond perswaded
his wife to lock the piano—and thus ended the matter not so either because
there was a great deal of grumbling that they were not permited to dance-

142



o

American reform movements began with a focus on the consumption of
alcohol, but they soon turned to address eating habits in the new nation.
Sylvester Graham, of Northampton, became a national figure as a spokes-
person for dietary reform. He said Americans ate too much of the wrong
foods. At that time, the typical household ate meat with nearly every
meal, either smoked, salted, fried, boiled or roasted. He called on his fol-
lowers, called “Grahamites”, to moderate their total intake and to cut out
meat and “stimulants”, such as coffee, tea, sugar and tobacco, altogether.
Most famously, Graham called on people to stop using refined and sifted
white flour being turned out of new processing plants, and return to the use
of traditional, coarsely milled wheat flour. The staple item in his diet was
known as “Graham Bread”, the inspiration for today’s “Graham Cracker”.
His recommended regimen also called for rigorous exercise, cleanliness, dai-
ly cold-water baths, and the choice of a hard sleeping surface.

Sources:

Jack Larkin, The Reshaping of Everyday Life (New York: Harper and Row,
1988)

Christopher Clark, The Communitarian Moment (Amherst: University of
Massachusetts Press, 1995)

One of Hall Judd's brothers stayed over while Hall was away and slept
on his bed, “if bed it might be called... ‘the soft side of a Plank’ would
be Down compared to it.” Hall's mother brought pies to their house for
a special occasion, but her son, “as usual, denounced all living except on
Faith and Sawdust.” Hall’'s mother also said of Frances, his wife: “She can
turn her hand to any kind of work, she is a good sewer, is economical, is
healthy, a thorough Grahamite, her views of dress, and of fashions, and of
things which belong to the world perfectly agree with Hall’s.”
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