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Introduc  on

“We are here to honor liberty and to denounce slavery. To assert the right of man 
to tes  fy against oppression. To invigorate the love of freedom and deepen the 
detesta  on of Tyranny, to proclaim the dictates of eternal jus  ce and to rebuke the 
wrongs done by man to man.”

These words belonged to Stephen C. Rush, who fl ed slavery in Maryland and joined the 
Northampton Associa  on of Educa  on and Industry (NAEI) in 1843. When Rush arrived here 
he could not read or write; a year later he published this le  er in William Lloyd Garrison’s The 
Liberator. The Associa  on was a utopian experiment closely aligned with Garrisonian principles: 
the immediate, uncondi  onal aboli  on of slavery and equal rights of ci  zenship for African-
Americans, including women. 

The David Ruggles Center interprets the history of the NAEI and its signifi cance both locally and 
na  onally. This is local history with na  onal signifi cance. The Associa  on a  racted key players in 
the movement to end slavery, and it created a model society that drew world-wide a  en  on. 

Our museum is dedicated to bringing this history to young learners. We host visi  ng school 
groups with walking tours around the village of Florence followed by discussions of our exhibits. 
This curriculum represents a new approach to introducing students to what we off er.

The new curriculum is made up of eleven Source Packets. Each packet contains edited 
documents along with guiding ques  ons. Students work collabora  vely to draw the informa  on 
out of the documents they need to create short biographies of key fi gures connected to the 
Associa  on. Each biography is in turn connected to a theme, or strand in the larger story of 
the signifi cance of the NAEI. Themes are found as ques  ons at the top of each packet. Each 
biography is also connected to a physical loca  on within walking distance of the museum. 
Students work in small groups to create short spoken presenta  ons on their profi les and themes 
that are given at the sites where that history happened. This is ac  ve, “hands-on” learning: 
students use the same original documents we did to piece together this history, and they lead 
their own walking tour. This is also a giant “jigsaw” lesson: each group adds an important piece 
to the class’s collec  ve understanding of the signifi cance of what happened in Florence.

The curriculum is designed to make complex history and abstract concepts accessible to 
students. We use biographies of compelling fi gures who were clustered in this one place at 
one  me to help make the abstract concrete. The original sources students use are edited and 
arranged to be more useful.

Students are immersed in primary sources and in the language of the nineteenth century. 
Sources include personal le  ers, newspaper accounts, memoirs, offi  cial records and images. 
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Perspec  ves in the eleven packets include blacks and whites, men and women, rich and poor, 
na  onal fi gures and local heroes. All were people who valued one another equally, making them 
“radicals” in their day.

Students get a front row seat onto the greatest struggle in U.S. history. Not only to end slavery, 
but to grant African-Americans, indeed all Americans, full rights of ci  zenship under the 
Cons  tu  on. It opens onto the next great struggle between industrial workers and owners 
following the Civil War. Young people are o  en inspired by the example of these commi  ed 
individuals who bonded together against all odds to make the world a be  er place. 

This curriculum is free source, un-copyrighted material or for which we have received 
permission for this packet. Anyone is free to use it as they wish. It is designed to culminate in a 
school visit to Florence, but other arrangements are possible. Another op  on is for a Ruggles 
Center scholar to visit the classroom to help introduce students to this material. Please share 
your ques  ons and ideas with us at info@davidrugglescenter.org. 

Tom Goldscheider
Educa  on Coordinator, David Ruggles Center
March, 2020   
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Massachuse  s Curriculum Frameworks

Our curriculum covers key concepts, skills and subject ma  er for middle and high school 
students included in the revised state frameworks:

• The concept of “rights and responsibili  es of ci  zens” [8.T4] is directly addressed by the 
aboli  onists’ response to slavery – the tension between majority rule and minority rights. 
Life at the Northampton Associa  on was an example in microcosm of the responsibili  es 
that go along with democra  c governance.

• Working with their Source Packets develops students’ literary skills outlined in [RCA-H]. 
Students are reading, summarizing, ci  ng and analyzing primary sources to get at 
central ideas. They are gathering informa  on, organizing their ideas and developing and 
introducing topics of discussion [WCA]. And they are giving spoken word presenta  ons 
based on their research [SLAC].

• Students are introduced to the economic forces that propelled slavery in the South and 
industrial development in the North, and the social consequences of each [USI.T3]. They 
read slave narra  ves and see the eff ects of the Fugi  ve Slave Act. They also learn about the 
aboli  onist response to slavery as part of a larger reform movement [USI.T4].
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Notes to Teachers: Using Sources and Scaff olding

The Stanford History Educa  on Group rubric for using primary sources in the classroom is 
useful here: sourcing, contextualizing, corrobora  ng and close reading. Is this a reliable source? 
Who wrote it, when, where and for what purpose? What historical developments were taking 
place at the  me? Do varying accounts of the same event diff er or support one another? What 
posi  on is the writer taking and what is the writer's perspec  ve and use of language? Students 
must learn to evaluate evidence before they can eff ec  vely use it to support a larger narra  ve. 
Students are crea  ng narra  ves based on a pas  che of other people's stories from the past. 
Close a  en  on and cri  cal thinking make their narra  ves credible.

This curriculum is designed to make complex history using original sources accessible to more 
students. Abstract concepts are a  ached to concrete people and places and are organized into 
discrete categories. Documents are edited and placed alongside specifi c ques  ons that guide 
students toward the informa  on they need. This process of scaff olding may be extended as 
the teacher sees fi t. For example, you can create a word bank for unfamiliar terms. Or you can 
create worksheets in which students fi ll in the blanks with answers to specifi c ques  ons. Each 
packet is divided into several guiding ques  ons: you may assign one ques  on to each student 
in the group. Some packets are more abstract and challenging than others so you may assign 
them accordingly. You are free to pare down and reconfi gure this curriculum to meet your 
students' needs. Please share your ideas with us so we can pass them on to other teachers.

Deciphering original texts from the 1800s will challenge some of your students. Consider this 
approach: Think of reading Shakespeare – the words are o  en the same, but meanings and 
usages may diff er. Find phrases you understand and build out from there. Confer with others. 
Look up unfamiliar terms and always keep in mind the context in which the document was 
wri  en. Don’t get frustrated if something doesn’t make sense – move on.

One way to consider the curriculum is as a one week unit of study:

• Day 1: Introduce students to the topic and key terms they will need to make be  er use 
of their packets. This could include a classroom visit by a DRC scholar.

• Day 2: Put students into groups and explain the project to them.
• Days 3 and 4: Students work in small groups to prepare their presenta  ons. 
• Day 5: Students lead their own walking tours around Florence.
• Day 6 (op  onal): Concluding discussion or presenta  ons to other students in school.
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Suggested Introductory Lesson 

Purpose: 

 Introduce students to the utopian community in Florence and put its founding into                   
 historical context.

Materials: 

Document 1 – Slave Auc  on Price List (1860)
Document 2 – Northampton Associa  on of Educa  on and Industry (NAEI) Cons  tu  on (1842)

Plan of Instruc  on:

When school groups visit the museum, we introduce them to the NAEI and give them necessary 
historical context using these two documents. Since students are now crea  ng their own 
walking tours before they get to Florence, it is useful to give them this informa  on before they 
start work. How long this takes depends largely on how much of this is new material versus 
review. 

This is not a structured lesson plan. It puts two primary source documents into teachers’ hands 
along with sugges  ons on how to use them to cover important points. Key terms that warrant 
further discussion are underlined. It is le   to the teacher to decide how to present this material. 
Another op  on is to invite a DRC scholar to visit the classroom and co-teach this unit.

Document 1: Slave Auc  on Price List (1860)

This document serves as a stark reminder of the condi  ons of enslaved persons in 1842, almost 
20 years before this par  cular auc  on was held. Slavery was a fi rmly entrenched economic 
and poli  cal ins  tu  on, thanks to “King Co  on” and the so-called “Slave Power.” One in seven 
Americans, or 2.5 million persons, were “Slaves for Life” in 1842. Slavery was a system of 
ins  tu  onalized terror and torture that reaped enormous profi ts for a few. Slavery was not 
disappearing, it was growing and becoming even more cruel. This document is evidence of 
family separa  on that was integral to the “Second Middle Passage.” 

The United States was divided between “Slave States” and “Free States”. Northern states were 
deeply complicit in the economics of slavery, making the cause to end it deeply unpopular 
everywhere. An important shi   occurred in 1831 when William Lloyd Garrison began publishing 
his weekly an  -slavery newspaper The Liberator. He staked out a posi  on as a “radical 
aboli  onist” that a  racted a small, but fi ercely commi  ed group of followers. 
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Document 2: NAEI Cons  tu  on (1842)

This is a very rich document that can open onto a host of diff erent discussions. In the spring 
of 1842, a small group of commi  ed Garrisonian aboli  onists decided to join forces and buy a 
property in Florence with the inten  on of star  ng a utopian community. Their fi rst act was to 
dra   and ra  fy this cons  tu  on. It combined elements of the Declara  on of Independence and 
the U.S. Cons  tu  on. The fi rst part ar  culated core principles that the organizers believed in, 
while the second part laid out procedures of governance that refl ected their values. 

We primarily focus on the opening paragraphs and Numbers I-V of the preamble. Interes  ngly, 
the issue of slavery is never directly addressed. Instead, the founders of the NAEI focused on 
the eff ects of growing socio-economic inequality in the rapidly industrializing North. They 
wished to create an alterna  ve “moral economy” to the emerging “market economy”. They 
were reformers on a mission to improve themselves and the lives of others. They were “non-
resistants”, pacifi sts who rejected the coercive nature (as they saw it) of government and 
organized religion. Their form of religion favored reason over dogma and “free expression” over 
subservience to ordained power. 

Most strikingly, their cons  tu  on removed structural barriers to full par  cipa  on as members 
of the NAEI in Number V. Everyone received equal treatment regardless of race, gender, class 
or religion. This experiment in ”radical equality” set them apart from exis  ng social norms and 
from other utopian communi  es. They were unique in this. 

A number of broad, rather abstract concepts are introduced here (see underlined). It is useful 
to touch on them at the outset to help orient students toward learning more about individual 
members of the Associa  on. These concepts will make be  er sense to them as they get into 
their work with the Source Packets. 

The Ar  cles and By-Laws laid out very specifi c procedures of governance. Like the U.S. 
Cons  tu  on, this was essen  ally a “power-sharing” agreement. This was especially apparent in 
Ar  cle 7, which appor  oned decision-making power between workers and investors. 

At this point it’s fun to ask students what issues they would address if they were wri  ng 
cons  tu  ons for their own planned communi  es, and list them. Some issues might include: 
How are decisions made? Do you want leaders? If so, how are they chosen and held to account? 
How do you become a member? Are there rules everyone has to follow? How does the 
community support itself? Does everyone have to work? What about kids? Do you get to keep 
what you earn?

This gets very complicated very quickly but students like it. This exercise serves as a graphic 
example of “voluntary associa  on”, the principle where the individual is willing to cede rights in 
the interest of the greater good and her own long-term interests. We also see that rights come 
with responsibili  es, that you earn the former by willingly taking on the la  er. You also protect 
your own inherent, or human rights, by respec  ng and protec  ng the rights of others. 
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“How do you know all this stuff ?”

Introducing Students to Their Source Packets 

Purpose

To give students the informa  on and guidance they need to successfully engage in their group 
research projects using their Source Packets. 

Materials 

Eleven separate packets with excerpts from primary and some secondary source materials 
along with guiding ques  ons. Each packet is focused on a diff erent person and represents a 
facet of a larger story. 

Plan of Instruc  on 

1.  Students are now prepared to begin work on their research projects. The architecture of 
the larger project needs to be explained to them. The students are going to visit Florence 
and the David Ruggles Center where this history happened. The principle way we share this 
history at the Center is by walking around the village to important sites and explaining who 
lived there or what happened there. We call this a "walking tour". Here's the catch: you are 
ge   ng off  the bus and then you are leading the walking tour. How does this work? 

2.  We have assembled eleven packets of documents for students to use. Each packet contains 
documents connected to a diff erent person and a separate stop on the walking tour. When 
the group arrives at the stop on the tour that is connected with your person, you will use 
the informa  on contained in your packet to create a spoken presenta  on for the group. You 
will work together in small groups of two to three students. You are strongly encouraged to 
consult with other groups, your teachers, and outside sources to make your presenta  on 
the best it can be. 

3.  Here’s the second catch: you are piecing together this history using the same documents 
that we used to create the stories we tell. You are not only the presenter, you are the 
historian too! Each packet contains an introduc  on to your person, excerpts of primary 
source documents connected to that person, and sets of guiding ques  ons that will highlight 
points you need to include in your presenta  on. Your teacher will discuss how we would 
like you to use these documents to best advantage. Each stop on the tour tells an important 
piece of the story we share. This is your contribu  on to our collec  ve understanding of this 
important history. 
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George W. Benson
1808 – 1879
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“What did the Community stand for?”

George Benson

Introduc  on:

We stand before 615 Riverside Drive, the home of George and Catherine Benson and their seven 
children. They were the fi rst family to move here with the inten  on of star  ng a community in 
1841. They lived here for ten years. He was always an important leader in the Community. He 
was an original investor who put up his own money (along with other partners) to purchase the 
property that became the Northampton Associa  on of Educa  on and Industry (NAEI). He was 
elected President of the Associa  on in 1842.

“Who was George Benson?”

—What kind of family did he come from? Briefl y describe its connec  on to the aboli  onist 
movement. (Doc. A)

—What kind of work did he do before moving to Florence? (Doc. A)
—Famed “radical aboli  onist” William Lloyd Garrison described two important events in his 
recent life here: he married George’s youngest sister Helen and was welcomed into the Benson 
family; and he helped found the American An  -Slavery Society. What was this? Does this sound 
like dangerous work? Do you think the two men were close friends? What eff ect do you think 
this had on the Associa  on George helped found? (Doc. B) 

“How did he help form the Community?”

—How did he raise the money to help buy the property that became the Community? Do you 
think this was a risky thing to do? (Doc. C)

—He found a small group of partners to help him buy the property. They bought the 
Northampton Silk Company from Mr. Whitmarsh. Why do you think Whitmarsh was “obliged 
to sell”? Did this mean they got a good price? What did they buy? Describe. (Doc. D) 

—What is meant by a “nucleus”? This is a term used in biology. What kind of people were 
a  racted to join? What were they looking for? (Doc. E) Describe “reformers” for us.

—What was the one cause that everyone who moved there supported? What were other 
causes supported there? Describe “non-resistance” and “temperance” for us. (Doc. F)

 
“Who were the ‘Come-Outers’?”

—Many other young families followed the Bensons and sold their farms and businesses and 
moved to Florence. They le   behind fi nancial security, extended family, and the ins  tu  ons 
most important to them – their churches. Except that many had already le   their churches 
before they le   home. Some were expelled. Why? (Doc.F)

—Many Community members “resigned their membership in the churches”. Why? Was it 
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because they were not religious? What were their churches doing or not doing that made 
“come-outers” so angry? (Doc. G)

—Members felt deeply betrayed by their ministers and congrega  ons. Why do you think they 
felt so strongly? (Docs. G,H)

—How did the regular church-goers living in Northampton look upon the “come-outers” living in 
the Community? What do you think “lower region” referred to? (Doc. G)

“How did they prac  ce religion in the Community?”

—“No religious creed” meant that there was no religious test for joining the Community. This 
meant that families who were members of any religious sect could join. This was very unusual 
for a utopian community. Why do you think? “Trammels of sect” (Doc. E) referred to the fact 
that most sects, or religious denomina  ons, did not get along at this  me. How did members 
of these various sects living together in Community work out their diff erences? (Doc. I)

—Community members were free to prac  ce, or not prac  ce religion as they wished. A 
situa  on arose when a young couple living in the Community wanted to get married and 
Massachuse  s law required the presence of a state offi  cial or an ordained minister. How did 
Benson react to this situa  on? Describe his feelings about the “true nature of marriage” and 
religion in general. What did he think about the ordained clergy? What about the church 
building itself? Where was the wedding ceremony held? (Docs. J,K)

NOTES ON SOURCES

A A family history of the Benson Family. Adapted from The Communitarian Moment by 
Christopher Clark (1995).

B Le  er from William Lloyd Garrison to George Benson, September 12, 1834.
C Le  er from William Lloyd Garrison to George Benson, January 7, 1841.
D From “Community Life,” in Dolly Wi  er Stetson, by Kate DeNormandie Wilson, 1907.
E Former Community member Frances Judd wri  ng in American Socialisms (1870).
F Frances Judd memoir (1894).
G Memoir by Arthur Hill, who grew up in the Community (1912).
H Frederick Douglass, London Address (1846).
I See E.
J Hampshire Gaze  e, June 14, 1844.
K Le  er from Community member Almira Stetson to her father James, June 3, 1844.
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George W. Benson came from a family of abolitionists. His father, George Benson, Sr. (1752-
1836) was part of the old anti-slavery movement that started right after the Revolutionary War. 
He was made an honorary member of America’s first anti-slavery society in Pennsylvania and 
was named president of the New England Anti-Slavery Society in 1834.

Father and son were both successful wool and leather merchants in Rhode Island. They sold 
their businesses and turned to farming in the small village of Brooklyn, Connecticut. George 
W. married Catherine Stetson in 1833 and they had six children, the last three born at the 
Northampton Association. 

A

B
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TO GEORGE W. BENSON 

Freedom’s Co  age, 

Roxbury, Sept. 12, 1834.

My dear George: 

A year ago, I was just about half way across the Atlan  c, between England and 
the United States, as li  le dreaming that I should be a married man within 
twelve months, as that I should occupy the chair of his holiness the Pope. At 
that  me I knew nothing of Freedom’s Co  age, and my acquaintance with 
Helen was too slight to authorise me to hope that a union for life might take 
place between us. It has been the most even  ul year in my history. I have been 
the occasion of many uproars, and a con  nual disturber of the public peace. 
As soon as I landed, I turned the city of New-York upside down. Five thousand 
people turned out to see me tarred and feathered, but were disappointed. 
There was also a small hubbub in Boston on my arrival. The excitement passed 
away, but invec  ve and calumny s  ll fol lowed me. By dint of some industry 
and much persuasion, I succeeded in inducing the aboli  onists in New-York to 
join our li  le band in Boston, in calling a Na  onal Conven  on at Philadelphia. 
We met-and such a body of men, for zeal, fi rmness, integrity, benevolence and 
moral greatness, the world has rarely seen in a single assembly. Inscribed upon 
a Declara  on which it was my exalted privilege to write, their names can perish 
only with the knowledge of the history of our  mes. A Na  onal An  -Slavery was 
formed, which astonished the country by its novelty, and awed it by its boldness. 
In fi ve months its fi rst annual mee  ng was held in the iden  cal city, in which, 
only seven antecedent months, aboli  onists were in peril of their lives!  In ability, 
interest and solemnity, it took precedence of all the great religious celebra  ons 
which took place at the same  me. During the same month, a New-England 
An  -Slavery Conven  on was held in Boston, and so judicious were its measures, 
so eloquent its appeals, so unequivocal its resolu  ons, that it at once gave shape 
and character to the an  -slavery cause in this sec  on of the Union. In the midst 
of all these mighty movements, I have wooed “a fair ladye,” and won her —have 
thrown aside celibacy, and jumped, body and soul, into matrimony-have sunk 
the character of bachelor in that of husband-have se  led down into domes  c 
quietude, and repudiated all my rov ing desires — and have found that which I 
have long been yearning to fi nd, a home, a wife, and a beau  ful retreat from a 
turbulent city.

B
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TO GEORGE W. BENSON 

Boston, Jan. 7, 1841. 

My dear George: 

So! you have sold yourself out of house and home! Then “the world is all before you where 
to choose” another abode, as it was to Adam when he was expelled from Paradise. Now, 
your name is not Adam, but Benson and Brooklyn is not Paradise, though it is certainly a very 
pleasant country town. You may shed “some natural tears,” as our first parent did, (so Milton 
says,) at the thought of parting but, never mind it -a thousand years hence, it will be a very 
trifling matter to us and to the world. I hope the seller and buyer of your estate have both 
traded to good advantage, and are both equally satisfied with the transfer. Where do you 
intend to locate yourself? I say, you must come somewhere in this vicinity. Do you hear? What 
say you to a little social community among ourselves? Bro. Chace is ready for it; and I think we 
must be pretty bad folks if we cannot live together amicably within gunshot of each other. My 
Garrisonian battery shall not harm any of you, unless you new organize, go for a third party, or 
apologize for slavery. In that case, look out!

C
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The opportunity to purchase just the right place for such an un-
dertaking came when Mr. Whitmarsh, who spent a fortune in the 
mulberry craze, was obliged to sell a valu able property in the west-
ern part of Northampton, called Broughton Meadows, consis  ng of 
beau  ful land on both sides of Mill river. There were a four-story 
brick silk  factory, two or three farmhouses, a boarding house, and 
several other buildings ready for occupancy on the estate. Sam’l 
L. Hill and George W. Benson and others bought this property and 
conceived the idea of making a community a  er the Fourier plan. 

They induced several families and some single people to join 
them, all of fi ne moral and intellectual character, who were willing 
to make sacrifi ces in order to benefi t the world.

There were reformers, idealists. liberalists and some cranks. Ed-
uca  on was one great object, there were schools with all the new-
est methods, including a kindergarten, and the fi nest teachers.

D
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The associa  on was formed. New people constantly came, drawn by 
sympathy of views on one subject or another; all were earnest in the an-
 -slavery cause; many were deeply interested in non-resistance; all were 

temperance people and some had suff ered expulsion from the churches 
for their course on an  -slavery or other ma  ers. They came together, 
and the former inhabitants of this rural hamlet looked on with suspicion 
and distrust at this new order of things. These people, who had invaded 
their formerly quiet domain, had such strange no  ons; many of them 
imbued with Quaker ideas and thinking all days alike holy. Some did not 
reverence the church and priesthood; some were advocates of vegetari-
anism, discarding animal food and all s  mula  ng drinks. No wonder we 
were “past fi nding out.” I do not know that any of our people were im-
moral, or that their neighbors could accuse them of dishonesty in their 
dealings, or anything worse than their disre gard of outward religious 
observances.

F
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ANTI SLAVERY DAYS IN FLORENCE

by Arthur G. Hill

The churches of the North, of each denomina  on, being affi  liated with those of 
the South, would have nothing to do with the An  -Slavery work and proved a great 
stumb ling block in the pathway of the reformers, opposing and denouncing them as 
disturbers.

The minister of eleven denomina  ons generally refused to let the subject of slavery 
be discussed in the churches, and endeavored in every way, by word and ac  on, to 
suppress the agita  on. For this suppression by the religious teachers of free speech 
in a great moral issue, contrary to their profession of being followers of their great 
humanitarian leader, led one of the An  -Slavery speakers to declare in a each of his 
discourses, that “the American Churches were the bulwark of American slavery.” Cer-
tainly it did so seem, for by their opposi  on, so un-Christlike, the mobs were incited 
and encouraged to do deeds of violence against the apostles of freedom, and the life 
of the curse of slavery was greatly prolonged. Judged by the ac  on of the churches 
at that  me, If Jesus were to appear again upon earth, he would be likely to be again 
crucifi ed, without their interference, if he were to preach humanitarian doctrines 
contrary to their set no  ons.

Many members of diff erent churches, however, had their consciences awakened 
and courageously resigned their membership in the churches, preferring to worship 
alone rather than with sympathizers with slaveholders. They were then s  gma  zed by 
their late associates as “come-outers” and “infi dels”. To escape the neighbors that thus 
made it unpleasant for them, many sought new homes and associates.

About 1840, a number of families of come-outers, brought together in sympathy by 
correspondence, gathered from several towns in Connec  cut, from New Hampshire, 
from Cambridge and Boston in this state, from Now York and other places, came to 
this place, then called Warner District in Northampton,’ seeking, as did our forefathers, 
a haven where God would be worshipped in their conscience-awakened way, bearing 
tes  mony against slavery and doing what they were.able to do in arousing the country 
to the enormity of holding fellow beings in bondage.

These come-outers were all deeply religious people, feeling aggrieved at the un-
Chris  an thoughts and acts of their former fellow-worshippers. They held weekly 
religious mee  ngs, and led pure and honest lives, earning the respect of the ci  zens of 
Northampton for their honesty and reliability, but sentenced by them to seats in the 
lower region. 

G



24

I love the religion of our blessed Saviour, I love that religion that comes 
from above, in the “wisdom of God, which is fi rst pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
par  ality and without hypocrisy.”  I love that religion that sends its votaries to 
bind up the wounds of him that has fallen among thieves. I love that religion 
that makes it the duty of its disciples to visit the fatherless and widow in their 
affl  ic  on. I love that religion that is based upon the glorious principle, of love 
to God and love to man (cheers); which makes its followers do unto others 
as they themselves would be done by. If you demand liberty to yourself, it 
says, grant it to your neighbours. If you claim a right to think for yourselves, it 
says, allow your neighbours the same right. If you claim to act for yourselves, 
it says, allow your neighbours the same right. It is because I love this religion 
that I hate the slave-holding, the woman-whipping, the mind-darkening, 
the soul-destroying religion that exists in the southern states of America. 
(Immense cheering.) It is because I regard the one as good, and pure, and 
holy, that I cannot but regard the other as bad, corrupt, and wicked. Loving 
the one I must hate the other, holding to the one I must reject the other, 
and I, therefore, proclaim myself an infi del to the slave-holding religion of 
America. (Reiterated cheers.)

“As might be inferred from what has been said, there was no religious 
creed, and no par  cular form of reli gious worship enjoined. A mee  ng was 
sustained on the fi rst day of the week most of the  me while the Associa  on 
existed, in which various subjects were discussed, and all had the right and 
an opportunity of expressing their opinions or personal feelings. Of course 
a great variety of views and sen  ments were introduced. As the religious 
sen  ment is strong in most minds, this introduc  on of every phase of 
religious belief was very exci  ng, producing in some dissa  sfac  on ; in others, 
the shaking of all their preconceived views ; and prob ably resul  ng in greater 
liberality and more charitable feelings in all.”

H
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Almira B. Stetson and Mary Stetson to James A. Stetson 

Monday Evening. [June 3, 1844] 

To my father, 
The bundle of silk has not gone yet and so I thought th at I must acknowledge the 

receipt of your short le  ers today by Giles. We of course were very glad to have them. 
I trust that in your excitement of Temperance processions An  slavery mee  ngs and 
shop keeping, you will not forget our li  le fes  vei  s

Yesterday George Ashley was married up under the “pine tree”. Uncle George 
Benson, got up and said some few things among others that Mr Warner’s the jus  ce of 
peace that he considered it an emblem of a corrupt state of public opinion that he was 
present and that his presence was neces sary in order to have this brother and sister 
married. Tuesday Uncle George came with Grandmother Saturday night and he staid 
un  ll Mon day morning He seemed to like the place very well, and seemed entertained 
at the mee  ngs, and wedding. I believe that all the people are well in Brook lyn. 
Lincoln Mar  n is dead. died about 10 days ago. We had quite an arrival last night only 
evt eleven, to be accomidated. It is astonishing how this fac tory streches. we were 
crouding full before last night, and we took in 6 strangers and might have accomidated 
12 more just as well as not But this is not a priming to the Conven  on I suppose but if 
all the Conven  on people come to stay a fortnight as some have I shall give up. 

We are trying as hard as we can to get things put up and get to looking neater. 
they are pain  ng the old boarding house inside and white washing it out side so there 
is a new house. I am in the cocoonery to work I like it very well this crop of worms 
are will be off  in about three weeks. and then I am going to reeling I think it will be a 
very pleasant part to reel, (compared to what it was last summer) as the warter to be 
heated by steam so no heat will be in the room. Lorenso Nickerson has come and says 
he must return this week so that wedding will come off  this week. Oh did you ever 
see such a  me Mr Wells has gone to Conne  cut to be married. Oh ---------- I can not 
possibly write more of this stuff  so I have nothing else to write I may as well stop. All 
send love to you from your da  ur.

Almira 

K
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Dolly Witter Stetson
1807 – 1883
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“What was life in the Community like?”

Dolly Stetson

Introduc  on

We stand before the site of the Associa  on’s factory/boardinghouse. Unfortunately, this 
historic building was torn down. The Community bought the four-story brick factory from the 
Northampton Silk Company. They con  nued to manufacture silk there, but also used it for other 
purposes. Dolly and James Stetson le   Brooklyn, Connec  cut (the same small town where 
the Benson Family lived) to join the Community in 1843. They were accompanied by their six 
children aged 1-14 years old. The family moved into the fourth fl oor of the factory.

“Who was Dolly Stetson?”

—Dolly Wi  er was born in 1808 and married James Stetson in 1827. Star  ng in the early 1830s, 
the young couple became social ac  vists. Can you describe the work they did? Dolly helped 
create a role for herself as a female ac  vist. What was that? Female aboli  onists living in the 
North paid par  cular a  en  on to one aspect of Southern slavery. What was that? (Doc. B,C) 

—What did Prudence Crandall, from the neighboring town of Canterbury, Connec  cut, do to get 
arrested and put in jail? What was Dolly’s involvement? A majority of people living in the area 
responded violently to what Crandall did. How do you think this made Dolly feel about her 
hometown? Do you think this might be a reason why she agreed to leave home and move to 
Florence? (Doc. B) Tell us more about Prudence Crandall.

—Dolly, like most women of her genera  on, had very li  le formal educa  on. Did this stop her 
from matching wits with a college-bound student living at the Associa  on? Describe the 
scene. Dolly may have been self-taught, but would you consider her un-educated? (Doc. D)

“What was life like in the factory/boardinghouse?” 

—Dolly moved her six children, including a baby, into the fourth fl oor of the silk factory. This 
was a factory, not designed as a living space. Why did the Community have to house families 
this way? (Doc. E)

—Describe the layout. How did the Associa  on make use of all four fl oors of the factory 
building? (Doc. F) 

—How would you describe living condi  ons there? What do you think living at “common table” 
meant? What services could they expect living there? What rules did they have to follow? 
(Docs. G,H)

—How do you think living in the factory/boardinghouse compared to living in her own 
farmhouse in Connec  cut? What does this tell us about Dolly’s commitment to the 
Community and all it stood for? (Docs. E,G)
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“What were some pros and cons of living in the Community?”

—When the Stetsons joined the Community, James agreed to take the job of selling the silk they 
produced as a travelling “agent”. This meant he was on the road, away from home, most of 
the  me. This was an unusual circumstance at the Community. It must have been hard on the 
family, but it’s great for historians. Can you guess why?

—In reading Dolly’s le  ers to James, how do you think she felt about living there? What about 
her workload and working hours? Was it easier or harder than living on the farm? Or was 
it just diff erent? What were some dis  nct advantages of living in the Associa  on? Give us a 
picture. (Docs. E,I,J,K) What did it mean to “keep boarders” (Doc J)?

—In this le  er, Dolly wrote to James to persuade him why the family should stay in the 
Associa  on. What were her reasons? (Doc. L) “Our race” refers to the human race.

—Dolly worked in the Household Department and was paid the same rate men were paid 
working at other jobs. She could speak and vote at Community mee  ngs. Equality of the 
sexes was unheard of outside the Associa  on. Do you think Dolly liked this aspect of living 
there?

“What was all the fuss over ‘amusements’?”

—Community members successfully put their religious diff erences aside and lived in rela  ve 
harmony. A lot of religious denomina  ons were represented there. The Stetsons remained 
prac  cing Unitarians and occasionally went to services in Northampton. Talk to your partners 
in the “George Benson Group” about this. What they could not agree on was the issue of 
“amusements”, or what people did in their spare  me, par  cularly young people. What 
amusements were they referring to? What was Dolly’s posi  on on this as the mother of two 
teenaged daughters in a communal living arrangement? Do you agree with Dolly? Give us 
your reasons. What were some consequences to the associa  on? (Docs K,M) 

NOTES ON SOURCES

A. List of Northampton Associa  on members. Note that families are listed under the name 
of the father. Published by the Associa  on. 

B. (Top) From a family history wri  en by Dolly’s granddaughter in 1907. 
C. No  ce in a local newspaper from the  me (1830s). 
D. From a memoir wri  en by a boarding student living at the Associa  on, published 1894. 
E. From “Reminiscences” wri  en by former Community member Frances Judd in 1894. 
F. From History of Florence (1894).
G. From an account wri  en by former Community member Frances Judd in 1870.
H. Northampton Associa  on By-Laws.
I. Le  er wri  en by Dolly to her husband James, April 22, 1844. 
J. Le  er from Dolly to James, May 25, 1844. 
K. Le  er from Dolly to James, October 6, 1844.
L. Le  er from Dolly to James, April 13, 1845.
M. Frances Judd account (1870). 
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Silk mill of the Northampton Associa  on that stood opposite the David Ruggles Center 
on Nonotuck Street in Florence. Dolly Stetson and her family lived here along with 
approximately eighty other members of the Community. (Courtesy Historic Northampton)
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The Anti-slavery Reform excited much bitter opposition, but my grandparents 
were among the first anti-slavery peo ple in the country. Grandfather helped 
runaway slaves to escape by carrying them to Woodstock, the next station on 
the underground railroad. A female Anti-slavery Society was formed in 1832. 
Grandmother was one of the first Board of Managers, and was President of 
the Society for four years. It was given up in 1840 because many members had 
gone away and they had all become so firm in their belief it was not considered 
necessary to continue the meeti ngs.

In May, 1833, at the time of the excitement occasioned by Miss Prudence 
Crandall who admitted colored girls to her school in Canterbury, and in 
consequence was imprisoned in the jail, in a cell just occupied by a murderer, 
grandfather and grandmother spent the evening with her, and Miss Ben son 
remained during the night. In the morning she was bailed out by Mr. May and Mr. 
Benson. Grandmother said : “We were never afraid or ashamed to show our colors 
in all these controversies. It is a -happiness that we were in them and shared the 
society of such earnest, disinterested people.”

28
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A YOUNG MAN IN THE COMMUNITY.

B  G  D. S , D , M .

It is some  mes well for a young man to fi nd out how li  le he knows. It 
takes away self-conceit and leads to deeper thinking. I was at the age when 
self-esteem is ac  ve. A Massachuse  s youth, who was a Whig, a Unitarian, 
and a prospec  ve clergyman, might naturally have a fair share of complacent 
self-sa  sfac  on. I had a room in a house partly occupied by James Stetson 
and family from Brooklyn, Conn. Mrs. Stetson was a superior woman, a 
personal friend of S. J. May, and other early an   slavery leaders. One evening, 
in their room, the talk was of an  -slavery, and she quoted some Bible texts 
favoring freedom for all. Gravely and with oracular air, I spoke of Paul and 
Onesimus, and of the Apostle sending back the slave to his master. I can see 
s  ll the shade of amused pity that spread over her fi ne face as she heard me 
through. Then she took up the ma  er and expounded the Scriptures in the 
light of liberty. As she expounded I was confounded,—that I, one of the lords 
of crea  on, who hoped, like Walter Sco  ’s Dominie Sampson, to “wag my 
pow in the pulpit “in due  me, should be so u  erly humiliated by a person 
unlearned, as I supposed, in clerical lore, and that person a woman ! She was 
kind, but that made it worse. There really seemed nothing le   of me, I did 
not sleep for half the night, for thinking of my mental and moral confusion. 
But at last it dawned on me that the lesson was needed as well as right, and 
I went to her in the morning and hear  ly thanked her. We became cordial 
friends, and, having come into a teachable mood, I learned much from her.

D
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Houses were scarce, and to accommodate all who wished to join us, part 
of the brick factory was fitted up as a boarding house. The quar ters were rude 
and plain, and the fact that the members were willing to submit to the many 
inconveniences, and to forego all luxuries and many of the comforts to which 
they had been accustomed, showed how dear to their hearts was the cause they 
had espoused.

The “labor question“ was, even then, stirring earnest and philan thropic 
souls, and the fact that the employees in the silk factory were confined twelve 
hours a day led some of our zealous members to express themselves earnestly 
against it, and to advocate a reduction of the hours of labor. That the immediate 
consequences of this proceeding were injurious to the financial interests of the 
association, there is no doubt, but the final result was satisfactory, especially 
to those who gained an hour a day for rest and recreation by the change from 
twelve to eleven hours.

E
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“The accommoda  ons for families were extremely limited and 
many  mes serious inconvenience was experienced, in consequence 
of small and few apartments. For the most part it was cheerfully 
sustained; at least , so long as there was any hope of success—that is, 
of paying the debts and obtaining a livelihood. Most of the members 
had been accustomed to good, spacious houses, and every facility for 
comfortable living. 

“To obviate the diffi  culty of procuring suitable tenements for 
separate families, a community family was ins  tuted, occupying a part 
of the silk-factory. Two stories of this building were appropriated to 
the use of such as chose to live at a common table and par  cipate in 
the labor of the family. This also formed the home of young persons 
who were unconnected with families.

“There was always plenty of food, and no one suff ered for the 
necessaries or comforts of life. All were sta  sfi ed with simplicity, both 
in diet and dress.”

1st. All boarders are required to re  re to their sleeping apartments 
for the night at one half past nine o’clock, and to ex  nguish their lights 
at ten o’clock.

2nd. It is le   exclusively to the discre  on and judgment of the 
super intendents of the Boarding House to make provision for the table 
and generally for the comfort and convenience of the boarders, and 
in the event of any dissa  sfac  on of the boarders they are requested 
to fi rst make known their wishes to the superintendents, and fi nally, if 
necessary, to the Board of Industrial Directors.

3rd. Washing is included in “Board and Lodgings” to be furnished by 
the Associa  on, but should any boarder appear at the end of the year 
to have occasioned dispropor  onate expense on this account he will 
be debited with the excess.

4th. Mending is not included in “Board and Lodging,” and the 
boarders are le   to provide for their own wants in this respect, either 
through the Department of Domes  c Economy, in which the charges 
will be as moderate as will compensate for the labour, or in any other 
way that may be preferred.

G
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Monday Evening

I have now tried another day in my new home and am sure that for the 
present I am sure I shall like very much—a  er allmost seventeen years of 
more or less care of housekeeping concerns it is a great change to have no 
responsibility about what we shall eat and what we shall drink—It seems as if 
I was visi  ng only that I cannot make out whose guest I am—Almira is nearly 
well to day—Aunt Mary has got quite rested and has gone to stay to day with 
Aunt Ruth—the rest of us are as well as usual. All desire very much to have 
you get home and see how you will like it I am very much disap pointed about 
the noise here I think I can truly say I have not spent so quiet a sunday since 
I have been in the Associa  on a[s] I did yesterday—I hope you will be able 
to eff ect] some arangement by which you can stay at home and that by our 
past experiances disappointments and trials we may grow to be a be  er and 
a happier family here and be prepared for a reunion with those of us who 
have gone in their innocence and purity to the world “where there shall be 
no more sorrow or crying and where all tears shall be wiped from every eye.”

I have been very busy to day in fi xing clothes for Thomas to go to Bos-
ton on Wednsday I will leave the rest of the sheet to be fi lled tomorrow 
evening—

I have not even been able to make you any shirts or collars but if you need 
them very much I will make them my fi rst business—but I have constant 
applica  ons to make this blouse and mend that and cut this dress and sew 
on this bu  on so that unless you need them I shall be likely to neglect them 
for the wants that are constantly pressing me—I am glad that I am in the 
family here for I do not see how I could ever get along with my own family if 
I was expected to keep boarders and take care of my baby too—I want you 
to write where you board—how you succeed in business how your business 
agrees with your health and every thing that you think will interest me—the 
le  ers that you send to George or Mr Basse   I never see—they are too much 
engaged in their own business to think that a woman can ever want to hear 
from her husband.

I
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Sunday Oct 6th—44
My Dear Husband

I am happy to seat myself to talk to you thro my pen for a few moments—

… I think the tendencies are to improvement Our Sun day mee  ngs are more interes  ng and 
they have commenced the forma  on of Voluntary classes for every evening in the week—
Sunday Evening Bible Class, Monday Evening Singing, Tuesday Evening Grammer, Wednsday 
Lyceum, Thursday Mathama  cs, Frday Readings, Saturday I have forgo  en I wish you were 
here to help to sustain them and keep alive a spirit of improvement among us I think that 
Instruc  on and Amusements in their proper places would save our young people from the 
follies that have been so much complained of—I cannot oppose innocent amusements for the 
young for I do not believe that u  lity in a sense confi ned to the making of money ought ever to 
be the governing principle or even the acquireing of knowledge without relaxa  on

I think I can look back to my past life and see where I may have been saved from what 
might have been far worse by a game of whist—and I had much rather my daughters should be 
dancing or playing cards (as wicked as that sounds, in a mixed company of boys and girls than 
in the language of Sojourner to be lolling on each other squeezing each others hands or si   ng 
in each others laps—Now mind I do not say that Dancing and cards are the best way that 
young people can spend their  me but I say that where they are o  en together they will be apt 
to spend it much worse—
Mr Basse   has come home quite in love with the Roxbury community the principle advantage 
of that over this that I have heard him speak of is that they have a change of plates & knives 
at the dinner table some  mes three changes—this is a great ma  er truely—he says while 
our women are so much occupied in manufactoring we can never have proper domes  c 
arangements for ease and comfort—this is somewhat true-

Sunday Evening April 13’5-45 
My Dear Husband

While most of the family have gone into town to listen to the “eloquent fugi  ve” I sit down 
between the cradle and the secretary to talk with you— And in the fi rst place your le  er made 
me quite sad—I fear you are ac  ng rashly in making up your mind to lieve the Associa  on I 
have always no  ced when you came home the longer you stayed the be  er you liked, and you 
certainly was very happy the summer that you lived at home all the  me—now it seems to me 
that you had be  er come home and stay a few months before you decide to lieve and perhaps 
you may feel diff erently—I think I know that if we were to go to the farm our situa  on would 
be far less desir able than here—We should look in vain for society for ourselves and children 
such as we enjoy here—we could never place our children under the care of such accomplished 
teachers as they are now under—I say accomplished be cause I think Mrs Mack one of the 
most accomplished women I ever met and one whose infl uence over girls as far as educa  on 
and manners is con cerned is most salutary—But we ought not to be looking for our own good 
alone Can we do as much good to our race to return to our isolated condi  on where whatever 
of moral power we may possess will be rendered powerless because we have not the wealth 
and sta  on to render us worthy of no  ce.

K
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“The carrying out of diff erent religious views was, perhaps, the 
occasion of more disagreement than any other subject : the more liberal 
party advoca  ng the propriety and u  lity of amusements, such as card-
playing, dancing, and the like ; while others, owing perhaps to early 
educa  on, which had taught them to look upon such things as sinful, 
now thought them detri mental and wholly improper, especially in the 
impover ished state of the Community. This disagreement operated to 
general disadvantage ; as in consequence of it several worthy people and 
valuable members withdrew”.

“Labor was remunerated equally; both sexes and all occupa  ons 
receiving the same compensa  on.”

“The whole number of persons ever resident there, as nearly as 
can be ascertained, was two hundred and twenty; while probably the 
number of actual members at any one  me did not exceed one hundred 
and thirty.”

M
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Almira Stetson
1828 – 1916
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“What was it like to grow up in the Community?”

Almira Stetson

Introduc  on

We stand before the oldest mulberry tree in the village of Florence. Growing mulberry trees was 
integral to producing silk, which was how the Community largely supported itself. Making silk 
was how many members spent their working hours, including children as young as fi ve-years-
old. One of those children was Dolly and James Stetson’s teenaged daughter, Almira. She was 
fourteen when her family moved to the Associa  on in 1843 and lived here un  l 1848.

“Who was Almira Stetson?”

—Almira was born to Dolly and James Stetson in Brooklyn, Connec  cut in 1829. She was the 
oldest of six siblings. Your partners in the “Dolly Stetson Group” can tell you more about her 
family.

—Do you think she was one of many children living in the Community? Was this part of a 
na  onal trend at this  me? (Docs. A,B)

—Were children considered members of the Community? What were their economic rights? 
What were their poli  cal rights? Also refer to your copies of the NAEI Cons  tu  on under “By-
Laws.” (Doc. C)

—Do you think Almira liked living in the Community? If so, what do you think she liked about it? 
(Docs. D,E)

“What was Almira’s work in the Community?”

—Community members got to choose which Department they wanted to work in. These 
were like separate businesses owned and operated by the Associa  on. Children had less 
choice, they were usually assigned to work where they were needed. Silk produc  on was 
so important that it was divided into two Departments. Most children worked in the Silk 
Growing Department. Briefl y describe some of the other Departments Community members 
worked in. (Doc.F)

—There were a lot of steps that went into producing raw silk, almost all of them done by 
children. Can you describe them in basic terms? Almira and her younger brother George had 
very diff erent jobs in this Department. What were they? Boys and girls generally had diff erent 
jobs. What were they? Almira became one of the best reelers in the Associa  on. Can you 
describe what she did? (Docs.G,H middle)

—Almira’s father James sold the silk they produced all over New England. The le  ers we have 
from Almira addressed to her father were included inside boxes of silk they shipped to him to 
sell. Do you think she understood the business and played an important role in it? (Doc.I)

—Can you think of some reasons why the Associa  on might have chosen silk produc  on as its 
main business?
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“Did Almira get an educa  on living in the Community?”

—There was an Educa  onal Department led by highly qualifi ed teachers, both men and women. 
Children worked in the morning and a  ended classes in the a  ernoon. Some  mes work and 
school overlapped. Can you fi nd an example of this? Why do you think they combined work 
and schooling in the way they did? (Docs.H (bo  om),J)

—As with everything else, educa  ng children became an opportunity for experimenta  on in 
the Community. Unlike other schools, classes were co-educa  onal and boys and girls did 
everything together from sewing to gym exercises. Teachers pioneered the use of “object 
lessons” in the classroom. Can you describe how this worked and how it diff ered from 
methods used in most schools at the  me? (Doc.H (top))

—Did Almira value her own educa  on? Who was Margret Fuller and why did Almira admire 
her?  Do you think Almira sounded frustrated in this le  er? If so, what do you think was 
ge   ng in her way? (Doc.K)

“Did Almira benefi t from living in the Community?”

—The Stetson Family withdrew its membership from the Associa  on in 1846, just months 
before the whole experiment came to a close. The family moved back to Brooklyn, 
Connec  cut while Almira stayed in Florence where she taught school. She eventually moved 
back to Brooklyn, married, and started a family of her own. 

—Do you think Almira had a good experience living in the Community? What about children 
overall? Would you like to live, work, and go to school in a place like this?

NOTES ON SOURCES

A. List of Northampton Associa  on members, published by the Associa  on. 
B. Prepared by the David Ruggles Center (2020).
C. From “The Northampton Associa  on of Educa  on and Industry” by Hope Hale Davis 

in The Northampton Book: Chapters from 300 Years in the Life of a New England Town, 
1954

D. Le  er from Almira to her father, James, May 26, 1844.
E. Le  er from Almira to James, June 19, 1844.
F. List of Departments, or places of work, printed by the Associa  on. 
G. From a short biography of Almira created by the Ruggles Center. 
H. From a memoir by George Stetson, Almira’s younger brother (1894).
I. Le  er from Almira to James, May 22, 1845.
J. From an account wri  en by former Community member Frances Judd (1870).
K. Le  er from Almira to James, March 4, 1845.
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Stages in the growth of the silk worm from The Silk Culture in the United States, 1844
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The U.S. birthrate shot up in the decades following the 
Revolu  onary War. Based on U.S. Census records, the pop-
ula  on (not including enslaved persons) rose from four mil-
lion in 1790 to seventeen million in 1840. The average free 
American woman bore seven children in her life  me. One half 
of Americans lived in households containing eight or more 
members. As a result, the average American in the 1830 Census 
was 16-years-old. Contrast this with the 2010 Census. Children 
were everywhere and made up an important part of the 
workforce on farms and in factories. 

Sources:
Jack Larkin, The Reshaping of Everyday Life (New York: Harper 
and Row, 1988)
Eric Foner (editor), The Reader’s Companion to American 
History (Boston: Houghton Miffl  in Company, 1991)

B
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Children above the age of fi ve years may become members,” the 
by-laws concede, and may engage in the industrial pursuits of the 
community, and receive compensa  on for their labour; but they shall 
not vote “un  l they have a  ained the full age of sixteen years.”

The compensa  on turned out to be one cent an hour for those under 
12, though the typical small Northampton wage-earner could carry 
home to his parents two cents for each of the long hours he worked. 
The community rate was 4 ½ cents an hour for youngsters between 16 
and 20, and 6 cents for adults, a wage other Northampton employers 
reserved for women while lavish ing all of ten cents an hour on men.

Though their pay seems low, the members made out pre  y well by 
their own account, since the associa  on charged them only 50 cents 
a week for board and lodging. They would have had to pay a private 
landlady 75 cents or even a dollar. Rising prices forced the community 
to raise the charge to 80 cents a week for adults, with a bargain rate of 
40 for children under 10.

C
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Almira B. Stetson to James A. Stetson

Northampton May 26th 1844.

My Dear Father,

We received your last le  er by Mr Fuller. He seems to be a very pre  y young man His 
trade is the tailors but he only cuts, does not sew at all. Now I am going to write you a 
real community le  er, and tell you all about every thing. … 

Mr Hammonds family has come and got se  led in Mr Adam’s house they expect Mr 
Whipple in about a week I like them very much. I went over and help them some and 
have got quite well acquainted with them. He is by profession a portrait painter but he 
does almost any thing He has been white washing the rooms at the Factory, and the next 
job is the old Boarding house which is to be whashed on the outside. Mrs Hammond has 
a piano and is quite a singer. I spent the evening there Friday and we had “dreams of 
future bliss” Mr Hammond wants to have the swamps in front of the factory and by his 
house drained and all the trees and brush in the swamp dug out with the stumps and a 
handsome fence round it and plant fruit trees in clusters and have a gravel ride round 
it and then have a fl ight of steps go from the foot of the hill through the woods up to 
the new community house, and have that beau  ful spring in the woods brought to the 
middle of the garden and there have a fountain. Oh-—when shall we see all this. But I 
feel assured that we shall see it some  me. I mean to bring all my energies together to 
accomplish it. Mr [Kerr?] has come and has se  led down with Uncle George.

June 19th 1844.
Dearest Father,

I was very glad indeed to receive your le  er as I had indulged myself in feeling quite 
hurt that you said nothing about the recep  on of mine in either of yours le  ers to 
Mother. Father I do not feel one bit like wri  ng to you or any one else to night for I have 
the blues as bad as ever a person can have them.

I suppose that Mother told you about our mee  ngs and about the talk of giving up 
the Associa  on so you must know with my love for this Commu nity I am almost as 
unhappy as I can comfortably be. There cannot be any thing connected with my life 
here that will throw a gloom over my spirits as much as talking of this dear community 
going to break up. But if I cannot tell you something more interes  ng than this I will 
not trouble you with it. Most of the people here are strong in the faith of sucess and 
think that it is almost an imposibility for it [to] sepprate, but Uncle George's faith seems 
shaken and I cannot have one bit of hope. If every one else had have given up but him 
I could have beleived all would have been well but now it is all all gone. Uncle seems 
rather more hopeful now I believe, but my feelings are not at all changed. Oh you will 
say I wish such stuff  might be kept at home so good bye from your daughter Almira

D
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Beginning in the summer of 1843, Almira was one of several older girls at the 
Community engaged in the process of making silk thread out of silkworm eggs and 
mulberry leaves. As her brother George later wrote: “We gathered the mulberry 
leaves for the silkworms, being watched over and directed by a member appointed 
for that purpose.” Community members picked mulberry leaves, chopped them 
into small pieces and sprinkled them on the worms day and night. As the eggs 
changed into large white silkworms, the silkworms converted the mulberry leaves 
into a liquid protein, found a bundle of straw or twigs on which to spin and spun 
liquid silk and sericin into a nearly watertight cocoon. The cocoon, once softened 
would be unwound, or reeled, and after processing, used as thread. Almira became 
an experienced reeler. Seated before a reeling machine, she tossed about two 
dozen cocoons into a pot of simmering water. Using a piece of broom straw, she 
stirred the pot until the silk unraveled and clung to the straw. Once the threads of 
16 cocoons were gathered, Almira guided the filaments through the plates, holes 
and eyelets of the reeler as one of the Community children turned the reeling 
machine’s handle. After Almira and the other older girls reeled the cocoons, other 
Community members doubled, twisted and dyed the raw silk to make “all varieties 
of sewing silk and twist”. 

F

G



49

The educa  onal methods were original and our instructors were among 
the fi rst in this country to use object lessons. While the chil dren of my age 
had lessons from books, the lessons taught through the oral and prac  cally 
illustrated methods are the ones I now remember. A class of which I was a 
member was under the instruc  on of Miss Sophia Foorde. Our schoolroom 
was frequently the plain back of the present braid factory. On the banks 
of the river we were taught to build the diff erent geographical forma  ons, 
miniature islands, capes, promontories, peninsulas, and isthmuses. I have 
frequently no  ced that I have a much clearer idea of these forma  ons than 
others of my age, who were my superiors in memorizing lessons.

Work was interspersed with our lessons. We gathered the mulberry 
leaves for the silkworms, being watched over and directed by a member 
appointed for that purpose.

One department of industry was raising silkworms for raw silk. Extensive 
fi elds of mulberry bushes were already planted, a cocoonery was built, 
and the eggs imported. The children did the work, under the supervision 
of a couple of men to keep us in order, and see that it was not all play and 
no work. The long, rather low cocoonery had shelves on each side of a 
passageway, running lengthwise with it, upon which the eggs were hatched, 
and the boys brought the leaves in baskets, while the girls distributed them 
over the shelves, and worms soon devoured them. The work was clean 
and wholesome, done at regular  mes, between school hours, and really 
enjoyable. Some of us were sorry when it had to be abandoned a  er a full 
trial, it proving cheaper to obtain the silk from China.

When the cold weather drove us indoors, our work diff ered in many 
points. We were taught sewing, braiding straw, kni   ng silk and beaded 
purses, and other useful things. And while we worked our teacher read the 
classics to us,—Shakespeare's plays, Sco  's novels, Presco  's “His tory of 
the Conquest of Mexico,” “Undine,” and many other charming books, both 
prose and poetry; so that while our minds were the most recep  ve, all the 
beau  es of the literature were pointed out and impressed upon us.

H



50

Le  er from Dolly to James, May 25, 1844. 

Dear Father The box is about being closed to send to you, and I must 
say a few words I think you will fi nd the silk superior to any thing yet from 
Northampton especially the hundred skeins of blue black. we compared 
it with the Italian and could scarcely tell the diff erence (Oh what a lie) We 
are ge   ng off  50 pounds, like what you told James you wanted so that 
you could take it and throw it across the room and have it as it fell. We 
might throw it to Boston and ha[ve?] it land safely at 228 Wash—St. and 
not a skein would be tangled. It is exactly like the Italian in this respect. 
The silk is done up nicely. I shall write a good long le  er by Isaac and Lucy 
and so will Mother. I wish you could witness the connubial bliss that is 
enjoyed so there—it is enough to—make me wish my self in the same 
place bah—

I expect the six dollar silk velvet bonnet from Mother Swazey will cut 
a dash in Boston through Winter and Wash—Sts—I wish I was going to 
spend the winter in the city. Consider my case yours ever for I do not see 
much prospect of ever being any bodies else—Pray excuse mistakes for I 
am almost to late Almira

Addressed: Our Father Stetson / Boston. / some where // By silk box

We have just got off  our fi rst crop of worms they have come off  fi rst 
rate, excellent cocoons and very few sickly worms. … You enquired about 
the report I suppose mother has told you about I was not present at the 
reading of them it so I cannot tell you any thing. We had 25 bushels of 
cocoons of the fi rst best quality they came off  very well indeed much 
be  er than we feared having so much unfavorable weather and new 
hands put on to feed, and all other things considered we went beyond 
of best expecta  ons. We have a larger crop on now and very unfa bad 
weather indeed I do not know what will be the eff ect but we are rather 
fearful that they will not do as well as the fi rst crop.

I
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A department of educa  on was organized, in which it was designed to 
unite study with labor, on the ground that no educa  on is complete which 
does not combine physical with mental development. Mr. Adam was the fi rst 
director of that department, and was an able and effi  cient teacher. He was 
succeeded by Mr. Mack and his wife, who were persons of much experience 
in teaching, and of superior a  ainments. A boarding-school was opened 
under their auspices, and several pupils were received from abroad, who 
pursued the same course as those belonging to the Associa  on.

Almira Stetson to James A. Stetson

Northampton March 45. 
Ever dear Father.

There is a box to go to you day a  er to morrow and I thought I would 
commence at this early period to be sure of having something for you for I can 
scarcely make any calcula  on of my  me so I have found it best to take  me 
when it is going and for another reason I write too. I feel, yes know that I ought 
to disclose all my plans of life to those who have thus far been one of the means 
of keepin life in me. You know that it has always been m the greatest wish of my 
existence to be a thouroughly and highly educated girl, to this purpose have I laid 
all my plans of life and my hopes for the future have been to this purpose end. 
I never have said a great deal about it but enough as I thought to have those 
around me know what my dearest wishes were. I have said li  le but thought all 
the more.

I have from a life necessity for a while past given up all hopes of pursuing 
such a course of study, but I have been reading and hearing a good deal within a 
few days of Margret Fuller the author of “Woman in the Nine theenth century,” 
(which is a very superior work) She is an almost en  rely a self educated woman. 
her father was once a wealthy man but failed in busi ness and being honest he 
gave up almost every thing, but Margret was very ambi  ous and she went on 
her with educa  on alone, and it is the opinion of all who are acquainted with 
her that she is a very superior woman. Mr Mack knows her and he says that he 
“never saw a woman with such a mind and so complete an educa  on”. I do not 
expect to come up to her however in talents but I can do my best for it. I can 
a  ain as near as possible to my ideal. But I fi nd that as a general thing those that 
educate themselves, and are obliged to make some sacrifi ce (if you please to call 
it so, no sacrifi ce to me) to a  ain to a thourough educa  on are generally the best 
learned and use their learning to the best advantage.

J
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Lydia Maria Francis Child
    1802-1880
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“Who was Lydia Maria Child and what was she doing in Florence?”

Lydia Maria Child

Introduc  on

We stand before the site of Florence’s fi rst business, a mill that harnessed the power of the 
fl owing river to press seeds and make vegetable oil. Lydia Maria and David Child moved to this 
sleepy village in 1838 – four years before the Associa  on opened its doors. They rented use of 
the mill to process a new crop that had never been grown in the U.S. before. These were not 
typical farmers – both were dedicated aboli  onists and Maria (this is what she called herself) 
was one of the most famous women of her  me. 

“Who was Lydia Maria Child?”

—Maria was born to a family without much money and things got harder when her mother died 
when she was twelve-years-old. Very few young women went to high school and none went 
to college. How did she get her educa  on? (Doc. A)

—List some things Maria did in her twen  es including her personal life. (Doc. A) 
—What was The Juvenile Miscellany and what was Maria’s job there? (Docs. A, B)
— In 1829 she published The American Frugal Housewife, a self-help guide for women that 

included cleaning  ps and recipes. How many years did it take to go through twelve edi  ons? 
Does this mean that the book sold well? Other books like this were wri  en by and for wealthy 
women. What made this book diff erent? (Docs. A,C,J)

—At the height of her fame as a young, successful author, she met William Lloyd Garrison. 
Remind us who he was. What infl uence did he have on her? What did “Reforms” refer to? 
What did she have to “sacrifi ce”? Ask your partners in the “George Benson” group about how 
an  -slavery work was generally received in the North. (Docs. A,D) 

—Maria went public with her strong views on slavery when she published An Appeal in Favor of 
that Class of Americans Called Africans in 1833. What was bold about the  tle itself? 

—In the book she described many diff erent eff ects of slavery. We have three examples here: 
the “cha  el principle”, the eff ects on enslaved women, and the Middle Passage. Briefl y 
describe these. Do you think Americans were used to being confronted with descrip  ons 
like this? How do you think they reacted? Discuss your answers with your teachers and your 
classmates. (Docs. E,F)

“What was Northampton like before the Community arrived here?”

—Following the publica  on of the Appeal, Maria lost her job at The Juvenile Miscellany and 
people stopped buying her best-selling books. Friends and even family stopped talking to her. 
She and her husband David decided to leave Boston and fi nd another way to make a living. 
They chose Northampton.
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—Maria was disappointed by what she found here. She was par  cularly disappointed by the 
aboli  onists who lived in Northampton. Why was that? Why did the Minister not speak out 
against slavery? (Docs. G,I)

—This is a long le  er Maria wrote to another very famous aboli  onist about her impressions 
of Northampton. It appears very detailed and complex but it made one very simple point. 
What was it? What did all the Northampton residents described here have in common? Why 
was this important? What eff ects do you think this had on peoples’ views on the subject of 
abolishing slavery? Discuss your answers with others. (Doc. H)

“What were the Childs doing in Florence?”

—David and Maria moved to Florence to become farmers – to grow sugar beets. Why did 
they choose to grow this crop? Look up and tell us the signifi cance of the “Free Produce” 
movement. Why was sugar such an important consumer item? (Docs. J,M)

—Making sugar from beets was a new process in 1838. It was developed in France and David 
was one of the fi rst to bring this idea to the U.S. Describe some of the steps involved. Does 
this sound simple? Was David recognized for his eff orts? (Docs. I,K,L)

—David gave up on his experiment a  er fi ve years of hard work. Can you think of some reasons 
why he did not succeed? (Doc, M)

NOTES ON SOURCES

A. Chronology of Lydia Maria Child.
B. Title page of The Juvenile Miscellany, the na  on’s fi rst magazine for children. 
C. Front cover of Child’s best-selling book. 
D. Le  er from Child to Anne Whitney, May 25, 1879.
E. From An Appeal in Favor of that Class of Americans Called Africans (1833).
F. See E. These devices were used aboard ships during the Middle Passage. They are hand 

and ankle shackles used to fasten prisoners together. A thumb screw, a torture device. 
And a speculum used to force feed prisoners who stopped ea  ng. 

G. Le  er from Child to Lydia B. Child (David’s sister), August 7, 1838.
H. Le  er from Child to Theodore Weld for his book Slavery As It Is, December 18, 1838. 

From Le  ers of Theodore Dwight Weld, Angelina Grimké Weld, and Sarah Grimké, 1822–
1844, 1934 

I. From History of Florence, Massachuse  s (1894).
J. Prepared by the David Ruggles Center (2020)
K. Hampshire Gaze  e, 1839.
L. Copy of award.
M. Open Le  er published in The Liberator (1843).
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LYDIA MARIA CHILD CHRONOLOGY

1802   Born Lydia Francis in Medford, Massachuse  s.
1814   Her mother dies; she moves in with her sister and begins reading the Classics.
1822   Moves in with her brother and gets access to his large library; adds Maria to her name.
1824   First book is published, Hobomuk.
1826   Starts a private school for girls; edits the Juvenile Miscellany, America’s fi rst children’s   
            magazine. 
1828   Marries newspaper editor David Lee Child.
1829   The American Frugal Housewife is published.
1832   David is a founding member of the New England An  -Slavery Society.
1833   An Appeal in Favor of that Class of Americans Called Africans is published.
1834   Leaves her job at the Juvenile Miscellany and begins an  -slavery work.
1838   David and Maria move to Northampton to grow sugar beets.
1841   Moves to New York City to be the fi rst woman editor of a na  onal newspaper, the      
            Na  onal An  -Slavery Standard.
1843   Resigns as editor; Northampton sugar beet farm declares bankruptcy. 
1850   Childs move back to the Boston area; Maria con  nues wri  ng and ac  vism. 
1874   David Lee Child dies.
1880   Lydia Maria Child dies.
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Lydia Maria Child to Anne Whitney, May 25, 1879 on her fi rst mee  ng with 
William Lloyd Garrison, a  er his death the previous day.

It is wonderful how one mortal may aff ect the des  ny of a mul  tude. I remember 
very dis  nctly the fi rst  me I ever saw Garrison. I li  le thought then that the 
whole pa  ern of my life-web would be changed by that intro duc  on. I was then all 
absorbed in poetry and pain  ng, soaring alo  , on Psyche-wings, into the etherial 
regions of mys  cism. He got hold of the strings of my conscience, and pulled me 
into Reforms. It is of no use to imagine what might have been, if I had never met 
him. Old dreams vanished, old associates departed, and all things became new. 
But the new surroundings were all alive, and they brought a moral discipline worth 
ten  mes the sacrifi ce they cost. But why use the word sacrifi ce? I was never 
conscious of any sacrifi ce. A new s  mulus seized my whole being, and carried me 
whithersoever it would. “I could not otherwise, so help me God”! 

Anne Whitney Papers, Wellesley College

D
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From An Appeal in Favor of That Class of Americans Called Africans (1833)

Lydia Maria Child

When this evil had once begun, it, of course, gathered strength rapidly; for all the bad passions 
of human nature were eagerly enlisted in its cause. The Bri  sh formed se  lements in North 
America, and in the West Indies; and these were stocked with slaves. From 168o to 1786 two 
million, one hundred and thirty thousand negroes were im ported into the Bri  sh colonies!

In almost all great evils there is some redeeming feature—some good even where it is not 
intended: pride and vanity, u  erly selfi sh and wrong in themselves, o  en throw money into the 
hands of the poor, and thus tend to excite industry and ingenuity, while they produce comfort. 
But slavery is all evil‘--within and without—root and branch,—bud, blossom and fruit!

In order to show how dark it is in every aspect—how invariably injurious both to na  ons and 
individuals,—I will select a few facts from the mass of evidence now before me.

Arrived at the place of des  na  on, the condi  on of the slave is scarcely less deplorable. They 
are adver  sed with ca  le; chained in droves, and driven to market with a whip; and sold at 
auc  on, with the beasts of the fi eld. They are treated like brutes, and all the infl u ences around 
them conspire to make them brutes.

“Some are employed as domes  c slaves, when and how the owner pleases; by day or by 
night, on Sunday or other days, in any measure or degree, with any remunera  on or with none, 
with what kind or quan  ty of food the owner of the human beast may choose. Male or female, 
young or old, weak or strong, may be punished with or without reason, as caprice or passion 
may prompt. When the drudge does not suit, he may be sold for some inferior purpose, like a 
horse that has seen his best days,  ll like a worn-out beast he dies, unpi  ed and forgo  en! Kept 
in ignorance of the holy precepts and divine consola  ons of Chris  anity, he remains a Pagan in 
a Chris  an land, without even an object of idolatrous worship—`having no hope, and without 
God in the world.’ 

There is another view of this system, which I cannot unveil so completely as it ought to be. I 
shall be called bold for saying so much; but the facts are so important, that it is a ma  er of 
conscience not to be fas  dious.

The negro woman is unprotected either by law or public opinion. She is the property of 
her master, and her daughters are his property. They are allowed to ‘have no conscien  ous 
scruples,’ no sense of shame, no regard for the feelings of husband, or parent; they must be 
en  rely subservient to the will of their owner, on pain of being whipped as near unto death as 
will comport with his interest, or quite to death, if it suit his pleasure.

Those who know human nature would be able to conjecture the unavoidable result, even if 
it were not betrayed by the amount of mixed popula  on. Think for a moment, what a degrading 
eff ect must be produced on the morals of both blacks and whites by customs like these!

Considering we live in the nineteenth century, it is indeed a strange state of society where 
the father sells his child, and the brother puts his sister up at auc  on! Yet these things are o  en 
prac  sed in our republic.

E



60

F



61

 

 

Miss Lydia B. Child, West Boylston, Mass. Northampton Aug. 7 1838 

Dear Sister 
 
Concerning our worldly prospects, we can say nothing as yet, for the beets must fi rst 
be grown before they can be manufactured, but the season has been highly favorable 
to us. David hired about an acre, which he planted with sugar beets. He has worked 
in it like a dog. I have been down a great many  mes and helped him weed, three 
or four hours at a  me. I must boast a Ii  le. I have cut out and made a thin woolen 
frock-coat for him. I can’t say it looks as if done by a tailor; but it is really quite 
passable. The prices of tailoring, and indeed of all kinds of labor, are very high here. I 
think steady and industrious laboring people could hardly fail to get ahead fast here. 
We have been treated with much politeness, especially by some among those called 
the upper classes. But the kind of welcome we expected, viz. from aboli  onists, has 
been very scanty. I was told that two thirds of the town were aboli  onists. It may 
be so, but they keep it wonderfully to themselves. As a general rule, they evidently 
consider aboli  on as secondary to the advance of sectarian doctrines, and the respect 
due to the clergy. I have seen but two who seemed to me real aboli  onists. 

Directly under our windows is the handsome mansion of Mr. Napier from S. C. He 
made his fortune by selling slaves at auc  on & s  ll con  nues in partners at the South. 
He is fi ery irascible on the subject of An  -slavery; and I am afraid the ci  zens here 
arc generally too much afraid of off ending him. He is deemed a very pious man, for 
he pays two hundred dollars a year to support a pro-slavery, Calvinist minister, always 
goes to Monthly Concerts of Missions, prays loud enough to be heard all round the 
neighborhood, and is diligent in Sunday school, when he teaches that the Africans are 
descendents of Ham, and that God has expressly ordained them to perpetual slavery.   

G
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To Th eodore Dwight Weld

Northampton. Dec. 18th 1838
Dear Friend & Brother,

Th ough almost a stranger here, I have been deputed to answer the interroga tories in your 
letter to Mr. Williston. Th e result of my inquiries is as fol-
lows.     Miss Margaret Dwight, Prinbipal of the Gothic Seminary for young
ladies, has resided considerable at the South. She generally has 5 or 6 Southerners among 
her pupils; and she is engaged to educate a constant supply of teachers for a similar school, 
established under her auspices, in Georgia. She is very fond of the Southern institution, and 
strongly prejudiced against abolitionists. Her situation entitles her to infl uence the young a 
good deal.

Sarah Brackett, Lucy Dewey, and Harriet Clark have gone from here to teach in Georgia. 
Roxana Hunt went to teach in Alabama. Th ankful Wright went as teacher to Virginia, and 
married a slave-holder there.

Mr. Sheldon went from here for his health, and now teaches in S. Carolina. Says he acts on 
the strictly non-committal system. He was however rejected in one school, because he would not 
go quite so far as to say he should be willing to buy slaves.

Mr. H. A. Dwight is a teacher in Georgia.
Elizabeth Long married Stebbins Lathrop, a N. England man, who now keeps store in 

Savannah, Georgia. Her half-brother Joseph Stebbins is in the same store.
Frances Dickenson married Mr. James Lyman, both of Northampton. He now keeps store 

(at Fort Gibson, Mississippi.) in St. Louis, Missouri. Her brother is in the same store. His 
partner is a slave-holder: whether he is or not. is unknown. He is quite furious on the subject. 
Told Mr. Williston “he was glad Lovejoy was shot—he deserved death.”

Deacon Luther Clark’s daughter married Wm Wells, both of Northampton. He now keeps 
store at Fort Gibson, Mississippi. Her brother is in the store with him. He began by buying 
a woman from compassionate motives, as he said, to prevent her from being separated from 
her husband. Has since increased his stock of slaves, and speculated in Texas lands. Hates 
abolitionists, and has mightily in fl uenced his own and his wife’s relations against them.

David Jewett is in business in Vicksburg, Mississippi. His father here is per fectly furious 
against abolitionists.

Dr. Legur of this place has a son in Vicksburg. According to his own story, he was active in 
the mob there—boasted of having shot the fi rst gambler that was fi lled.

King Hunt, son of the late Doctor Hunt, a drinking, bad-tempered young man? More than 
suspected of setting fi re to his uncle’s barn, and breaking open his store. He ran off , and became 
a slave-overseer somewhere South.

John Stoddard, nephew of Arthur Tappan, married a Georgian lady, rich in slaves. He 
carries on a large plantation near Savannah. His infl uence on this sub ject is very pernicious. 
He brought on two slaves, (not his own, but hired) and was parading the streets, with them 
walking behind him, all last summer. One, of these slaves was a pert, wanton woman, evidently 
trained to go about in the shops and taverns, preaching up the exalted merits of slavery, telling 
how she pitied and despised free negroes, how easily she could make her $12  a week &c. Th e 
other slave appeared sad and unhappy, and was very vigilantly guarded. John Stoddard told his 
sister-in-law that they had serious scruples about bringing her to the North, because she looked 
so discontented. His lordship was in a high state of excitement after visiting the High School 
here. He could not become reconciled to the monstrous fact that the children of poor people 
were allowed to learn chemistry, botany, &c.

Lyman Hinkley, grandson of Judge Hinkley, married a South Carolinian, rich in slaves. Th ey 
reside here. All the family connexions have a bitter hos tility to abolitionists.

Th e son of Judge Lyman edits the Brunswick Advocate in Georgia.
Edward Lyman, merchant in Natchez
Mr. Whitney, merchant in Alabama.
James Greenwood, merchant, Alabama. He was a poor orphan helped along by William 

Stoddard, by whom he was treated like a very brother. I lately heard a most insolent letter from 
him to Mr. Stoddard, forbidding him to write or send anything to him about emancipation 14

H
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Lyman Clapp, in a Bank at Natchez.
Mr. Parsons, dentist in Natchez.
Edward Storrs clerk in Georgia.
Eli Lovel & wife, cabinet maker, Georgia.
Franklin Parsons, d’o do

Mr. Th omas Napier, formerly a slave-auctioneer in Charleston S.C. Owns a large 
establishment here; and having the name of being a good, pious man, dons the more 
mischief on this subject. Very irritable on the subject of slavery. Rose and answered 
Arnold Buff um with a good deal of warmth when he fi rst lec tured here. Being 
about to go South on business, he published a letter assuring his friends that he was 
uncontaminated by Northern abolition. Said to have sold all his slaves, when he came 
here. Holds landed property at the South, and was concerned in a Rice business between 
Northampton & Charleston; but that failed. Has a great deal of Southern company at his 
house. Deacon of Mr. Mitchell’s church, and Sunday School teacher. Be teaches his class 
that the negroes are descendants of Ham, (fore)ordained by God to be forever “servants 
of servants.” Th ere are many abolitionists in the same church and Sunday school; but they 
keep as whist as a mouse,when a cat is about the premises. Deacon Napier ad mired and 
patronized Gurley greatly, during his late visit here.

Mr. Hibbins, son-in law of Mr. Napier, resides here. Was formerly a slave-holder in 
S.C. Said to have sold his slaves when he came away. Said to have come North because he 
did not like to educate his children in a Southern state of so ciety. Less irritable upon the 
subject than Napier, but contrives to slip smoothly over it. Deacon at Mr. Mitchell’s, and 
Sunday School teacher.

Mr. Mitchell has a salary of $800; of which $250 was formerly paid by  Messrs Napier 
& Hibbin. In consequence of pecuniary losses, they now pay hint but $100. Mr. Mitchell 
opposed to all reforms; but seldom comes out in any form that can be met by open 
discussion. Refuses to sign petitions; makes inuendoes in his sermons; thinks slavery wrong 
in the abstract, but fi nds something very lovely in slave-holding Christians— (refuses to 
sign petitions,) and diligently circulates Dr. Wayland’s Limitation. When Moses Breck, 
one of his parishioners, tried to get leave for Mr. Colver to lecture in his pulpit, after 
starting various objections, he at last said, “Why Mr. Breck, if such things are done, it will 
drive Mr. Napier and Mr. Hibben out of town.”    He was not even willing that Mr. Colver
should preach for him on Sunday, though he promised to say nothing about abolition. 
Mr. Mitchell replied he was afraid his people would not like his ex changing so often; but 
a very few weeks after, Dr. Leland of S. Carolina, who was staying at Deacon Napier’s, 
preached for him all day.

Mr. Church, who resides on Round Hill, was formerly a slave-holder in Kentucky. 
Said to have sold his slaves when he came North. Has a son now a slave-holder, and owns 
landed property at the South. Attached to the Southern institution; but a timid, quiet 
man, who says little.

Th e Hotels here full of Southern travellers, attracted by the beauty of the scenery. 
Landlords have no love for abolitionists. Partridge, of the Mansion House, was quite angry 
with Mr. Child for asking a colored man there if he were free. “I dislike slavery as much as 
you do,” said Mr. Partridge; “but then I get my living by slave-holders.”

Since the Rice-Hulling manufactory failed, I know of no establishment here connected 
with the South. Mr. Whitmarsh of the Silk Factory, has a good many Southern customers 
in the way of eggs and mulberries; but I never heard of any thing like partnership.”

Of the numbers who have gone from here to the South, I have heard of but two, who 
do not apologize for slavery, and dislike abolitionists. Two of the female teachers write to 
their friends that they think worse of slavery than ever; but what they say there I know not.

If any individuals here know cases of cruelty by their own observation, they are not 
those who choose to tell.

So endeth my testimony. Disgusting as the picture is, we are probably freer from the 
pollution than most large towns in N. England, because little business is done here, and 
manufactories are small and few.

Very Respectfully,
L M Child
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Sugar went from being an expensive luxury item reserved for 
rich people to being common and aff ordable by the early 1800s. 
Sugar cane planta  ons in the Caribbean and the Southern U.S. 
used slave labor to produce molasses in large quan   es that 
was off ered at low prices. This was diffi  cult, grueling and dan-
gerous work for enslaved persons that resulted in high mortality 
rates. Molasses could be refi ned to make crystallized sugar that 
was added to coff ee, tea and cocoa, all newly available to the 
majority of Americans. People quickly became accustomed to 
sweetened drinks and foods and the demand for sugar skyrock-
eted. 

The American Frugal Housewife was the right book that came 
along at the right  me – hence its success. Married men at that 
 me were increasingly leaving their work on the farm to work 

in factories and shops. Women were expected to raise families 
and manage the household alone with limited means and li  le 
hired help. Married men and women now operated in sepa-
rate spheres for the fi rst  me – each with important jobs to do. 
Child’s book was a “how-to” manual for middle-class women 
who were “not ashamed of economy”. It included prac  cal  ps 
for cleaning and cooking on a budget. It encouraged American 
housewives to embrace their new roles and create welcoming 
homes using “good sense” and hard work. 

Sources:
Jack Larkin, The Reshaping of Everyday Life (New York: Harper 
and Row, 1988)
Daniel Walker Howe, What Hath God Wrought (Oxford, U.K.: 
Oxford University Press, 2007)

J
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To the Liberator

NORTHAMPTON, July 14, 1843.

My Dear Friend,

Our able and vigorous an  -slavery coadjutor, D. L. CHILD, is s  ll here, but expects 
to leave for New York (via Boston) in all next week, to assume the editorial 
management of the Standard. Success has not crowned his eff orts in the sugar-
beet cul  va  on, but he has probably done all that any one could have done, in 
his circumstances, and deserved something more than success. He has toiled 
early and late, in season and out of season, not ‘like a slave,’ but like a freeman 
and ‘with a will,’ and far more severely than a human being ought to toil. He 
has exhibited immense energy and resolu  on, and, espe cially for one ‘bred to 
the law,’ and fond of literary pursuits, astonishing industry. The loca  on of the 
land which he has  lled is very pleasant, and he has made some substan  al 
improvements on it. I regret, for the sake of humanity, as well as for his own 
sake, that his experiment has failed; for an addi  onal blow would be given to 
slavery, if free sugar could supplant that which is raised by slave labor–as it will, 
unques  onably, at a day not far distant. The Standard, under his care, cannot fail 
to be an ably conducted journal. He has great quali  es of mind, and has been 
iden  fi ed with the an  -slavery cause from an early period. 

     Wm. Lloyd Garrison. 

L

M
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David Ruggles
1810-1849
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“Who was David Ruggles and what was he doing in Florence?”

David Ruggles

Introduc  on:

You stand before the site of the fi rst facility built in the United States specifi cally as a 
hydropathic hospital. This alterna  ve medical treatment was prac  ced by David Ruggles, a 
member of the Associa  on. He fi rst learned the cure in order to heal himself, since he arrived 
in Florence with serious health problems. Ruggles’ ailments were the result of diffi  cult and 
dangerous work he did assis  ng fugi  ves from slavery on their way North. He was another 
important hero in the fi ght for freedom and dignity for all African-Americans who made his 
home in Florence. 

Who was David Ruggles?

—Briefl y describe David Ruggles’ an  -slavery work in New York City before he moved to 
Northampton. He merged two dis  nct roles as a journalist and an ac  vist. What were some 
of the things he did and how did he merge those roles successfully? How were an  -slavery 
workers like Ruggles treated at that  me? (Docs. A,B,D,E)

—Why was Frederick Douglass always grateful to Ruggles and why did he remain a lifelong 
friend? How did Ruggles assist Douglass as he had hundreds of others? (Doc. E)

—Why did Ruggles leave his work in New York City and move to Northampton? Why do you 
think he chose to se  le here? (Docs C,E)

Did Ruggles con  nue his an  -slavery work in Northampton?

—In spite of his physical ailments, we have evidence that Ruggles was s  ll a writer and ac  vist 
against slavery while living here. What do you see?

—The aboli  onists in Northampton were celebra  ng the anniversary of “West India 
Emancipa  on”. What were they referring to and why was this so signifi cant? This answer will 
require outside research. (Doc. G)

—Describe the event for us. How was it received by the people of Northampton? What was 
Ruggles’ role in it? (Doc. F)

—David Ruggles did not stop wri  ng a  er he arrived in Florence. We have a public le  er of 
support addressed to his friend Frederick Douglass soon a  er the la  er started his own 
aboli  onist newspaper, the North Star. What point was he making? Who was he addressing? 
What was he calling on them to do? What do you make of Ruggles’ wri  ng style? (Doc. H)

What was the Water-Cure?

—As we have seen in Documents C and E, Ruggles arrived in Northampton a very sick man and 
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was off ered care in the Community. Before he le   New York City, Ruggles underwent a series 
of “conven  onal” medical treatments that le   him even weaker and sicker. Why do you think? 
Can you describe some of these treatments? (Doc. I)

—Ruggles arrived here eager to try an “alterna  ve” cure that was off ered to him. The treatment 
helped him so much that he learned how to administer it himself and he opened his own 
Water-Cure establishment. He needed help to do this. What was he asking for in this public 
le  er he had printed in a newspaper? Who was it addressed to? (Doc. J)

—Can you describe the Water-Cure for us? How were pa  ents treated? What made for the full 
experience including bathing, drinking, accommoda  ons, diet and exercise? Does this sound 
like a relaxing Day-Spa experience to you? (Docs. J,K)

—Ruggles wrote about his own “passage through the crisis”. Aus  n Ross also described his son’s 
“painful crisis” as a cri  cal moment in his treatment. Describe this for us. What do you make 
of this? Would you try it? (Doc. L)

—Dr. Ruggles established the fi rst Water-Cure in the United States here. Many prominent 
aboli  onists, like William Lloyd Garrison, took the cure with him. He developed a na  onal 
reputa  on for helping pa  ents with a large variety of ailments. Unfortunately, his own 
symptoms returned and he was unable to cure himself a second  me. David Ruggles died in 
Florence, aged 39.  

NOTES ON SOURCES

A. Chronology of David Ruggles’ life and work.
B. From The Rising Sun by William Wells Brown (1882).
C. From “The Hazards of An  -Slavery Journalism” by Graham Hodges (2000).
D. From “What I Found at the Northampton Associa  on” by Frederick Douglass (1894).
E. From My Bondage, My Freedom, by Frederick Douglass (1855).
F. Open Le  er published in The Liberator (1843).
G. No  ce published in the Hampshire Gaze  e, July 25, 1843.
H. Le  er to the Editor published in the North Star (1848).
I. From The Reshaping of Everyday Life, by Jack Larkin (1988).
J. Open Le  er printed in The Liberator (1844).
K. Le  er from William Lloyd Garrison to his wife, Helen, July 18, 1848.
L. Le  er to the Editor wri  en by Community member Aus  n Ross, published in the 

Hampshire Gaze  e (1847). 
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DAVID RUGGLES CHRONOLOGY 

1810   Born in Norwich, Connec  cut 

1827   Le   Norwich for New York City 

1833   Began aboli  onist work as travelling agent for the Liberator and the Emancipator 

1834   Opened fi rst African-American owned bookstore/reading room 

1835   Appointed Secretary of the New York Vigilance Commi  ee 

1838   Assisted Frederick Douglass, one of over 600 fugi  ve slaves he helped 

1838   Published fi rst African-American magazine, Mirror of Liberty 

1842   Moved to Northampton Associa  on 

1846   Opened the Northampton Water Cure 

1849   Died in Florence 

A

The Disappointed Aboli  onists, cartoon by Edward W. Clay, 1838 (courtesy www.periodyssey.com)
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David Ruggles, an African-American printer in New York City during the 1830s, 
was the prototype for black ac  vist journalists of his  me. During his twenty-
year career, Ruggles poured out hundreds of ar  cles, published at least fi ve 
pamphlets and operated the fi rst African-American press. His magazine, 
Mirror of Liberty, intermi  ently issued between 1838 and 1841, is widely 
recognized as the fi rst periodical published by a black American. Ruggles also 
displayed unyielding courage against constant violence, which eventually 
destroyed his health and career. His story reveals the valor required of a black 
editor struggling against the pi  less hatred of the pro-slavery forces and the 
yawning indiff erence of most Americans. He was an agent, printer, publisher 
and subject. He was in fact America’s fi rst black working journalist. His career 
epitomized the fusion of professionalism and ac  vism, so characteris  c of 
later black journalists, that would propel him to the center of racial confl ict.

“He was a whole-souled man, fully imbued with a love of his affl  icted and 
hunted people, and took pleasure in being to me, as was his wont, ‘Eyes to 
the blind, and legs to the lame.’ This brave and devoted man suff ered much 
from the persecu  ons common to all who have been prominent benefactors. 
He at last became blind, and needed a friend to guide him, even as he had 
been a guide to others. Even in his blindness, he exhibited his manly character. 
In search of health, he became a physician. When hope of gaining his own 
was gone, he had hope for others. Believing in hydropathy he established, at 
Northampton, Massachuse  s, a large ‘Water Cure’, and became one of the 
most successful of all engaged in that mode of treatment.”

Frederick Douglass, My Bondage, My Freedom, 1855

C

D
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My impressions of the Community are not only the impressions of a 
stranger, but those of a fugi  ve slave to whom at that  me even Massa-
chuse  s opposed a harsh and repellent side. The cordial recep  on I met 
with at Florence, was, therefore, much enhanced by its contrast with many 
other places in that commonwealth. Here, at least, neither my color nor 
my condi  on was counted against me. I found here my old friend, David 
Ruggles, not only black, but blind, and measurably help less, but a man of 
sterling sense and worth. He had been caught up in New York city, rescued 
from des  tu  on, brought here and kindly cared for. I speak of David Ruggles 
as my old friend. He was such to me only as he had been to others in the 
same plight. Before he was old and blind he had been a coworker with the 
venerable Quaker, Isaac T. Hopper, and had assisted me as well as many 
other fugi  ve slaves, on the way from slavery to freedom. It was good to 
see that this man who had zealously assisted others was now receiving 
assistance from the benevolent men and women of this Community, and 
if a grateful heart in a recipient of benevolence is any compensa  on for 
such benevolence, the friends of David Ruggles were well compensated. His 
whole theme to me was gra  tude to these noble people. For his blindness 
he was hydropathically treated in the Community. He himself became well 
versed in the water cure system, and was subsequently at the head of a 
water cure establishment at Florence. He acquired such sensi  veness of 
touch that he could, by feeling the pa  ent, easily locate the disease, and 
was, therefore, very successful in trea  ng his pa  ents.

E
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To the Liberator

NORTHAMPTON, August 2, 1843.

Yesterday was the anniversary of a day that has given birth to the most 
extraordinary and glorious event of the present century, the celebra  on of 
which will doubtless be observed un  l not a slave be le   to clank his chain 
in any part of the world. I wanted to be at the great gathering of an  -slavery 
spirits at Dedham – at the conven  on in Lowell-and wherever jubilee mee  ngs 
were held on that day; but I could only be in one place, and at one mee  ng 
and found it more convenient to be here than any where else. We made appli-
ca  on, through a large commi  ee, for the First Congrega  onal mee   ng-house 
– one of the most commodious in the Commonwealth –  with very li  le hope 
of success; but our request was granted, (not without hesitancy and fear on 
the part of the parish commi  ee,) and we accordingly occupied it all day. Our 
mee  ngs were not thronged, as they ought to have been, and as they would 
have been, if the clergymen of the place had exerted themselves to induce 
the people to a  end; but, though few of the village residents were present, 
a respectable number convened from the neighboring towns, the mem bers 
of the Industrial Community turned out en masse, in true aboli  on style. Our 
widely and worthily known colored friend, DAVID RUGGLES, was called to 
the chair, and presided in a very sa  sfactory manner. Un  l he was affl  icted 
with ophthalmy, he devoted himself to the task of breaking the fe  ers of his 
oppressed countrymen with indomitable courage and unconquerable zeal. His 
sight is somewhat be  er, but far from being restored, the loss of which aff ects 
not only himself, but very seriously the cause of the hunted fugi  ve.

William Lloyd Garrison 

F
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“Bleeding and blistering purging and puking” were the 
remedies that American-physicians, and many other heal-
ers, off ered their pa  ents. The most drama  c was bleed-
ing or vene sec  on. The prac   oner opened one of his 
pa  ent’s veins with a sharply pointed lancet and let the 
blood fl ow into a basin un  l he judged that a therapeu  c 
amount had been withdrawn. For localized injuries and in-
fec  ons pa  ents were “blistered”; a caus  c substance was 
applied to the skin to raise a blister and produce a serous 
discharge. Some physicians reached even deeper into tra-
di  on and bled by applying leeches—blood sucking inverte-
brates—to the skin. The most common remedy of all was 
“purging”—administering massive doses of cathar  cs, or 
powerful laxa  ves. Almost as frequent was “puking,” or 
dos ing heavily with eme  cs to induce copious vomi  ng. 
Other drugs produced diff erent forms of fl uid emission 
like saliva  on, swea  ng or frequent urina  on. Blood, pus, 
vomit, feces, sweat or urine were the tangible evidence 
that the dose had “oper ated.” In describing illnesses and 
their treatment, ordinary Americans some  mes went into 
graphic detail about the copi ousness and consistency of 
the pa  ent’s discharges.

I
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TO HELEN E. GARRISON 

Northampton, July 18,1848. 

Dear Helen: 

Of course, I spent the night at the Infi rmary. Dr. Ruggles was rather desirous of giving 
me a “half bath” before I went to bed, but I preferred to begin in the morning, and 
start, if not go through, “by daylight.” My bed is a Single one, and being composed 
of straw, did not feel quite natural; but I shall soon get used to it, though I should 
prefer a good solid ma  rass. I awoke as early as 3 o’clock, and heard the packers 
s  rring about, preparatory to packing their pa  ents; and though I knew I was not to 
be packed, yet I lay expec  ng every moment to be summoned to my “half bath.” It 
was not  ll 6 o’clock, however, that my turn came, and the interim I spent in dreaming 
that I had already gone through the process, and also of many other things. The bath 
was refreshing, and a  er taking it, I had a fi ne ramble, from which I have returned to 
write this hasty epistle to you. In half an hour, I am. to be rubbed down with a wet 
sheet. There will he very li  le  me allowed either for reading or wri  ng. Indeed, the 
Dr. enjoins abs  nence from both, as much as possible. Our breakfast was made up of 
wheat and rye bread, cracked wheat boiled like hominy, stewed prunes, milk, and cold 
water. The Dr. does not wish me to use much milk, as he says it is not good for my 
humor. He has now eighteen pa  ents in all. 

Ever yours, 

Wm. Lloyd Garrison. 

K
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L Hydropathy.

Mr. Editor:--Although many of your readers have been made acquainted with Dr. 
Ruggles’ skill in detec  ng the symptoms of disease by the sense of touch and of 
the happy results that have a  ended his applica  on of the water treatment in 
remarkable cases, I should deem it a privilege, to be allowed, through the columns 
of your paper, to state, for the informa  on and encouragement of such as may be 
suff ering from scrofulous humor, the result of his treatment in the following case.
My son, ten years of age, inherited this debilita  ng disease from his mother. From 
his infancy I resorted to the remedies of the regular physicians, and the various 
quack medicines in use, without avail. In the summer of 1845, his symptoms 
became more alarming. Nausea, ver  go, infl amma  on of the bowels, and extreme 
weakness of the nervous system, were among the symptoms which deeply 
concerned the family for his future prospects. At this  me he was examined by 
Dr. Ruggles, who considered him a good case for the cure. I at once placed him 
under his care, where he remained about seven months; during which  me he 
had a painful crisis, which commenced on the trunk of his body and extended 
down the legs, to the feet and toes, which became infl amed and swollen to more 
than twice their ordinary size; the color of his feet changing alternately, from a red 
to a purplish hue. They fi nally became suppurated, in which state they con  nued 
about six weeks, the humor exuding from the sides of his feet, and the ends of his 
toes, leaving the system en  rely free from disease. Since leaving the Cure he has 
grown as fast as could be desired, and con  nues in the enjoyment of good health.
   
   Aus  n Ross.   Northampton, Dec. 16, 1847.
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Sarah Lloyd Askin
1818-1906

Luther Askin
1844–1929

Henry Anthony
~1785–1888

Laura Knowles Washington
1813–1888
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“What was life like for the ‘Free Black’ popula  on living in Florence?”

Henry Anthony, Laura Knowles-Washington, Sara and Luther Askin

Introduc  on:

You stand near several houses that were owned by African-American families before the Civil 
War. These families were not members of the Associa  on, but they likely se  led here to be 
nearby. They felt safe and welcomed in Florence, and by 1850, African-Americans accounted 
for ten percent of the popula  on. In looking at the lives of Henry Anthony, Laura Knowles-
Washington, and Sara and Luther Askin, we get a picture of what life was like for “Free Blacks” 
living in the North, and what made the village of Florence a special place.

What was life like for “Free Blacks” living in Massachuse  s in the 1840s?

—Frederick Douglass wrote that “even Massachuse  s opposed a harsh and repellent side” 
toward African-Americans at this  me. Blacks living in the Commonwealth were called “free” 
ci  zens because they were allowed to vote. But at the same  me they were not allowed to 
serve on juries or in the mili  a. Public schools and transporta  on were segregated by law. 
What about the right to marry the person of one’s choosing? (Doc. B, top)

—What about the right to pursue economic opportuni  es? What kinds of jobs were open to 
black people and what be  er-paying jobs were closed off  to them? How did employers jus  fy 
not hiring African-Americans into those posi  ons? How did Child respond to them? (Doc. B 
(bo  om).

—Fugi  ves from Southern slavery living in Massachuse  s were always in danger. In fact, all 
African-Americans, whether born free or enslaved, lived in a perpetual state of fear. What 
were they afraid of? (Doc. A)

Who was Henry Anthony?

—Use the documents we have to create a picture of Henry Anthony’s life in Florence. It is 
usually best to work in chronological order. When was he fi rst seen living here? Where did 
he come from? What can we infer from this? How did he support his family, including when 
he got older? How old was he? Tell us about his family life. What was unusual about it for the 
 me? What did he contribute to community life? Can you tell us where his house was and s  ll 

stands? (Docs. C,D,E,F,G,H)

Who was Laura Knowles Washington?

—Use the documents we have to create a picture of Laura Knowles-Washington’s life in 
Florence. It is usually best to work in chronological order. What are the years we know she 
lived here? Where did she come from? What does this tell us about her legal status? What 
can we piece together about her family life?
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—Washington had to work to support herself. Describe her work and her rela  onship with the 
people she worked for. What about her personal rela  onships?

—It was not easy for an African-American woman to support herself at this  me and she 
succeeded. List some of her other accomplishments. 

—What do you make of the biographical descrip  on included here? Remember when it was 
wri  en – general a   tudes and wri  ng styles have changed since then. Do you fi nd the tone 
respec  ul or not? Does it sound honest? Give examples. (Docs. I,J,K) 

Who was Sara Askin?

—Use the documents we have to create a picture of Sara Askins’ life in Florence. It is usually 
best to work in chronological order. What years do we know she lived in Florence? Where did 
she move here from and what does that tell us about her legal status? Describe her family 
life. How did she support her family? Was she an ac  ve member of the community? What do 
you see as some of her accomplishments? (Docs. L,M,N,O,P)

Who was Luther Askin?

—Sara Askins’ son Luther lived nearly his en  re life in Florence. He became a full-fl edged 
member of the community of Florence in the years a  er the Civil War. Where do we see 
this? Describe his work and family life and the volunteer opportuni  es he pursued here? 
Why was this signifi cant? Remember that most small American ci  es and towns were strictly 
segregated at this  me. (Q,R,S,T)

Why do we tell their stories?

—None of these men or women were famous or even belonged to the Northampton 
Associa  on. So why do we tell their stories? It was highly unusual for a New England village 
to have such a large African-American popula  on in the 1840s. We, as historians, are le   
to speculate why this was. We have no defi ni  ve answers, only educated guesses. Our best 
evidence lies in recrea  ng the lives of individual African-Americans who se  led here at that 
 me. Were they drawn to live and remain in a village dominated by the presence of the 

Associa  on? Do you think they felt more safe and respected here? Share your thoughts based 
on what you have learned. 
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NOTES ON SOURCES

A. Recollec  ons of Arthur Hill, who grew up in the Community (1912).
B. Bo  om paragraph taken from An Appeal in Favor of That Class of Americans Called Africans, 
by Lydia Maria Child (1833).
C. See A.
D. Federal Census form, 1850.
E. Federal Census form, 1880.
F. Register of Deaths in Northampton, 1888.
G. Map of Florence (1854).
H. Obituary in Hampshire Gaze  e, September 4, 1880.
I. State Census form, 1855.
J. Federal Census form, 1870.
K. Short biographies of members of the Free Congrega  onal Society, from People Who 
A  ended Cosmian Hall, handwri  en mss. (~1920).
L. Photo of Sara Askin.
M. Federal Census form, 1850.
N. Federal Census form, 1860.
O. Register of Deed to house. 
P. See K.
Q. Obituary in Springfi eld Republican, April 10, 1929.
R. History of Florence (1894).
S. See R.
T. See R. 

“Note on Using Census Forms”

Census forms can be diffi  cult to read. Instead of just looking for your person’s name, try looking 
under the column marked “Color” and look for those marked “B” for Black or “M” for Mula  o. 
What did this term mean? Or look under “Place of Birth” for people born out of state. What 
country did many of their neighbors come from? What was happening there at the  me? 
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FLORENCE THE MECCA SANCTUARY OF THE COLORED RACE 

The North and the South of the United States ba  led long over the right to hold the colored 
people in slavery. Many people, poli  cians, statesmen and clergymen alike weakly knuckled 
to the arrogance of the South, while the colored fugi  ves from barbaric treatment found li  le 
comfort or safety in Northern towns or ci  es. Even individuals who had never been slaves were 
kidnapped and sent South to fi nd the yoke of bondage mercilessly placed upon their necks. 

When the Bensonville associates reached their fi eld of coopera  ve labors, each one of them 
feeling that the brotherhood of man included all of whatever color or shape of head, early 
made it known that here at any rate was a house of refuge for the ill-treated wanderer whether 
from Southern slavery or Northern barbarity. Many residents of color therefore made this their 
home and were fraternally greeted and guarded. 

A
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"An unjust law exists in this Commonwealth, by which marriages between 
persons of diff erent color is pronounced illegal... A man has at least as good a 
right to choose his wife, as he has to choose his religion. His taste may not suit his 
neighbors; but so long as his deportment is correct, they have no right to interfere 
with his concerns."

Lydia Maria Child, An Appeal in Favor of That Class of Americans 
Called Africans (1833)

"My impressions of the Community are not only the impressions of a stranger, 
but those of a fugi  ve slave to whom at that  me even Massachuse  s opposed a 
harsh and repellent side. The cordial recep  on I met with Florence, was, therefore, 
much enhanced by its contrast with many other places in that commonwealth."

Frederick Douglass, “What I Found at the Northampton Associa  on" (1894)

The state of public feeling not only makes it diffi  cult for the Africans to obtain 
informa  on, but it prevents them from making profi table use of what knowledge 
they have. A colored man, however intelligent, is not allowed tó pursue any 
business more lucra  ve than that of a barber, a shoe-black, or a waiter. These, and 
all other em ployments, are truly respectable, whenever the du  es connected with 
them are faithfully performed; but it is unjust that a man should, on account of his 
complexion, be prevented from performing more ele vated uses in society. Every 
ci  żen ought to have a fair chance to try his fortune in any line of business, which 
he thinks he has ability to transact. Why should not colored men be employed in 
the manufac tories of various kinds? If their ignorance is an objec  on, let them be 
enlightened, as speedily as possible. If their moral character is not suffi  ciently pure, 
remove the pressure of public scorn, and thus sup ply them with mo  ves for being 
respectable. All this can be done.

Lydia Maria Child, An Appeal in Favor of That Class of Americans 
Called Africans (1833)

B
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FLORENCE THE MECCA OF THE COLORED RACE
By Arthur Hill

Mrs. Sarah Askins brought up a Family of six children by hard work, three of whom 
survive her; two surviving daughters following their mother's example, joined this 
society [Free Congrega  onal Society] and are well known to us all.

Laura Knowles, who a  erward married Thomas Washington, became a well-
known resident. By careful management and oversight over her husband's 
idiosyncrasies she became the owner of considerable real estate property... near 
the silkmill dam. A  er the death of her husband, Richard Cole became enamored 
of her, but was driven from the compe   on by George W. Hodes  a from New York 
who in the struggle broke Mr. Cole's leg. Mr. Hodes  a became the sexton of the 
Park Street Cemetery and upon dying was buried therein.

Henry Anthony should have been men  oned earlier in this chronicle as he 
earlier... became a resident here, living on Spring Street in the house now occupied 
by Lawrence Coughlin. He supported himself by what he raised on his land and 
what he earned now and then with his fi ddle, playing for dances. He became quite 
blind in his last years and did not know one note from another, playing en  rely by 
ear.
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The death of Henry Anthony, the aged mula  o, last Saturday, removes not only the 
oldest inhabitant of the village, but one whose long residence in this locality, had 
rendered a familiar associate and neighbor to all the earlier and more permanent 
inhabitants of this sec  on. It is said that he has been a resident of Florence upwards of 
half a century—one sta  ng that he has lived here between sixty and seventy years—
and that he was evidently somewhat advance in life at the date of his loca  on in the 
village. Those who have known him the longest, tes  fy that he appeared nearly as 
aged fi  y years ago as at the  me of his death, and it is their convic  on that he must 
have reached a hundred years of age, perhaps more. He had been united to four wives, 
one previous to his escape from slavery and three since, his last wife dying within the 
present year. He buried two children and one wife in the Florence cemetery nearly 
forty years ago. Naturally he was of a remarkably social nature, and enjoyed the 
companionship of his kind with a peculiar zest to the last day of his long and even  ul 
life. Playing on the violin was his favorite musical recrea  on, and so well did he retain 
his facul  es for performing on that instrument, that he furnished music for small 
private dancing par  es with much acceptance, even during the last year of his life. Born 
to slavery in the state of Maryland, he escaped from bondage a  er having a  ained to 
years of manhood, and as all record of his na  vity was le   behind, the date of his birth 
is a ma  er of uncertainty. He had reached the years of manhood at the  me of the war 
of 1812–1815 and having ac  ve connec  on as a drummer with the military events of 
that period, he held a vivid remembrance of his own personal record, at least, of that 
crisis. There are but few people in Florence whose absence would be more sensibly 
realized than that of this venerable mula  o. He had a cheerful word and a most cordial 
gree  ng for everybody he met, and although he possessed no book knowledge, his 
conversa  on was rendered spicy and interes  ng by that intelligence, which a long life 
of observa  on and experience so fully conferred. His funeral services were held last 
Sunday a  ernoon at the house of the friend where he died and where he had lived 
since the death of his wife, the Rev. E. G. Cobb and Theodore D. Weld conduc  ng the 
exercises. His remains were buried in the Florence cemetery.
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“One of the oldest ci  zens of Florence, Luther B Askin, passed away in his 86th year, on 
Saturday morning, April 6th, in Brooklyn NY, whither he had moved a few months ago. Mr 
Askins was born in Pi  sfi eld, Mass., on December 26th, 1843, and came to 
Florence when he was six years old. For 80 years he lived in the same house, 251 Nonotuck 
street, and for 56 years was employed in the Brush shop. He was an ardent baseball enthusiast, 
having been a member of the Florence baseball club in 1860, of the Emit baseball club in 
1864, and of the Florence Eagle baseball club in 1865. He outlived all his fellow members on 
the last-named team. In the year 1870 he joined the fi rst fi re company organized in Florence, 
and was a member for twenty years. Mr Askin was also very musical and played in several 
orchestras: the Orcu   orchestra in 1872, the Union orchestra in 1874, and the Addis orchestra 
in 1876, outliving all but one member Of the three organiza  ons. For many decades Mr Askin 
was a faithful member of the Florence Congrega  onal church. When he came to this place the 
popula  on of Florence was 220; there was no church, and the only store was on Nonotuck 
street. The town during the years of his residence has had three names – Bensonville, 
Greenville, and fi nally its present name. His father, Nelson Askin, ran the fi rst livery stable in 
town. This and the post offi  ce were both on Nonotuck street. Mr Askin has le   an enviable 
record as an honorable, diligent, and respected ci  zen. His wife, Mrs Alice Newman Askin, died 
on May 7, 1928. For several months a  er her death, he and his daughter, Miss Sadie L Askin, 
con  nued to live in the old home, but in December moved to Brooklyn to make their home 
with his other daughters. He is survived by three daughters, Mrs Maud Byrd, Misses Sadie and 
Nancy, and two sons, Luther B Jr and William, all of New York. 

Funeral services will be held in the Florence Congrega  onal church on Tuesday a  ernoon, April 
9th, at three o’clock, Rev Basil Douglas Hall offi  cia  ng. The interment will be in Spring Grove 
cemetery. (Daily Hampshire Gaze  e, Monday 8 April 1929, p 10) 

The funeral of Luther B Askins was held this a  ernoon at the Florence Congrega  onal church, 
Rev B D Hall offi  cia  ng. A quartet comprising F A Orcu  , George Ely, Mrs Philip Tower and Miss 
Grace Smith sang, accompanied by Mrs F M Readio on the organ, and Mrs George Ely on the 
piano. The bearers were Alexander Caird, F A Orcu  , Cliff ord Morse, George Ely, W H Leadlie 
and Richard Zschiesche. Burial was in Spring Grove cemetery. 

(Springfi eld Republican, Wednesday 10 April 1929, p 11) 

Q
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THE EAGLE BASE BALL CLUB.

By    .

The ball players that brought renown to Florence a  ained their skill in the days of 
round ball, the game from which the more scien  fi c base ball was evolved, or in the 
early asso cia  ons known as the Florence, Em me  , Ac  ve, and Bay State Clubs.

In the summer of 1865, the Twen  eth Massachuse  s Volunteer Infantry returned 
from the war with a glorious record for bravery and en durance. One of its members 
who had his home in this neighborhood wrote to a friend here that a nine from the 
regiment had successfully com peted with nines from other regiments in adjoining 
camps, and it claimed the championship of the Army of the Potomac. He challenged 
his friend to fi nd a nine that could defeat the champions. To accept this challenge, 
the Eagle Base Ball Club was organ ized with H. H. Bond as president and E. S. Bo  um, 
secretary. Fred W. Clark, a player of recognized ability, was elected captain, and, while 
awai  ng the return of the regiment, ac  ve prac  ce was commenced.

The game was played August fi rst, 1865. Captain Clark played le   fi eld, H. H. 
Bond pitcher, Jonas Polma  er catcher, W. M. Kingsley short stop, Luther Askins, John 
Metcalf, and Frank Holmes tended the bases, while J. B. O’Donnell and Patrick Whalen 
were in right and cen ter fi elds, respec  vely. The score, thirty to three, gave to the 
Eagles the fi rst of a long series of championships. Clark, Kingsley, Metcalf, and Holmes 
did not again appear in the nine, while Bond and Polma  er did not return to the club 
un  l the next year.

The Eagle Club suff ered six defeats only in its three years’ career, two by the 
Hampden Club of Chicopee (this club was beaten three  mes by the Eagles, and the 
sixth game of the series was a drawn game), two by the Unions of Lansingburgh, and 
one each by the Atlan  c and Excelsior Clubs of New York city. These, with the game 
given to the Trimoun tain Club by the tournament commi  ee, are the only records 
which can be found against the Eagle nine. Only the important games have been 
men  oned here.

The individual members did not apparently suff er in their morals by their frequent 
trips from home. Good discipline was maintained, and the younger members were 
well looked a  er by the older ones. The warmest feeling always existed between the 
members, no bickerings or unpleasant scenes ever transpired.

The scores were large in those days as the balls were largely com posed of rubber. 
There was a charm about good amateur playing which the present collec  ons of 
professional players do not furnish; a Flor ence Club meant a club of Florence players, 
and a local pride in the nine was felt by each inhabitant of the village.

Askins at his best was a good player. “Old Bushel Basket” was his pet name, for, 
un  l his sickness, the balls seemed to drop into his fi ngers and stay there as if a basket 
held them.

R
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THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

By Clayton E. Davis. 

FLORENCE has always prided herself on her fi re department. Although less than twenty-fi ve 
years old, it has taken rapid strides and today our engine house contains the latest of fi re 
apparatus, and the members of the department are fully versed in the art of fi re fi gh  ng. 
In 1870, at the annual town mee  ng it was voted to purchase three new “self-ac  ng fi re 
ex  nguishers.” These were delivered to the city in July, and were to be sta  oned at Florence. 
The fi rst company was organized with A. C. Estabrook, foreman, and Nonotuck No. I was 
chosen for its name. The original members were D. A. Hemenway, George Ballow, Patrick Dady, 
N. P. Abbo  , David Remington, C. Fairbanks, Joseph Huxley, L. B. Askins, W. H. Riley, Nicholas 
VanSlike,. William VanSlike, Cornelius VanSlike, D. A. Ross, L. H. Ranney, and A. C. Estabrook. 
The company met at a small wooden building in the rear of the Congrega  onal chapel. 

Soon a  er a second company was formed which had its headquarters in a small building on 
Chestnut street, then owned by the Florence Sewing Machine Company. In 1872, hose reels 
were placed here, which were drawn by hand. In those days when a fi re alarm was sounded 
the fi remen had to run to their respec  ve engine houses and drag, o  en  mes through the 
mud or snow, a reel weighing thirteen hundred pounds, and, when the fi re was reached, the 
men were generally ready to drop from exhaus  on. 

T
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“Who was Sojourner Truth and what was she doing in Florence?”

Sojourner Truth

Introduc  on

You stand before a statue that commemorates the life and work of Sojourner Truth and the fact 
she lived in Florence for fourteen years. Her home, which we visit next, is nearby. Sojourner 
Truth was born into a life of unspeakable hardship as an enslaved woman. She eventually 
became a na  onal spokesperson for the aboli  on of slavery and the rights of women. Her 
transforma  ve years were living here as a member of the Northampton Associa  on. She “found 
her voice” here and used it to inspire audiences across the country and become a living symbol 
of freedom.

Who was Isabella and how did she become Sojourner?

—Isabella Baumfree was born a slave about the year 1797. Unlike most enslaved persons, she 
lived in the North, in New York State. Her owners spoke Dutch, “Belle’s” fi rst language. She 
was sold away from her parents at age eleven and had fi ve diff erent owners. Isabella’s early 
life was marked by cold, hunger, hard work, and physical, sexual and emo  onal abuse. 

—New York State abolished slavery in 1827 and Belle’s owners were forced to free her. She 
moved to New York City where she got a good job that included housing and a savings 
account. Then she had a religious experience that moved her to leave everything behind in 
search of a higher calling. Can you describe that experience for us and how she took on the 
name “Sojourner”? What does the word mean? Describe her life on the road. (Doc. B)

—A  er months of travelling, winter started closing in. Sojourner heard about the Associa  on 
and went to visit. What were her fi rst impressions? What changed her mind and made her 
decide to stay? (Doc. C)

—Sojourner joined the Associa  on and led important mee  ngs and events with her speaking 
and singing. She also ran the Laundry Department. Do you think this was an easy job? She 
stayed with the Community un  l it closed and then remained in Florence another eleven 
years. 

How did Sojourner Truth change during her years in Florence?

—Sojourner Truth arrived in Florence as an i  nerate preacher who shared the “good news” of 
religion with small audiences. She le   here as a speaker on the na  onal circuit on behalf of 
enslaved persons’ and women’s rights. Something changed during her years here.

—Sojourner had a transforma  ve experience at a religious mee  ng held in the woods outside of 
Florence. Can you describe the scene for us? Do you think an experience like this helped set 
her on a course toward great achievements? Tell us why. (Doc. D)

—Samuel Hill lent Sojourner his horse and wagon and encouraged her to give aboli  onist 
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lectures in the area. What else did Community members do to help her get started as a 
professional speaker? Sojourner never went to school and never learned to read or write.

—What could children, like Arthur Hill, do to help? (Doc. E)
—Sojourner met many important aboli  onists while she was living at the Associa  on. She made 

a strong impression on one in par  cular. Who was that? Do you think they got along? (Doc. F)

What did Sojourner Truth accomplish during her years in Florence?

—When the Associa  on disbanded in 1846, Sojourner moved in with the Benson Family. In 
1850, she bought her own house in Florence. Whom did she buy it from? How much did she 
pay for it? Can you fi gure out where her house is? (Docs. G,H)

—Sojourner now supported herself by travelling on the lecture circuit. She made money 
by selling merchandise at her talks. What did she sell? Using this money, she paid off  her 
mortgage on the house in less than fi ve years. (Docs. E,I)

—She now had a home-base to return to a  er travelling to speaking engagements all over the 
country. Where did she go? How did she get there? Who did she stay with? (Doc. J)

—Sojourner talked about abolishing slavery and also about women’s rights. What were her 
reasons for why women and men deserved to be treated as equals? (Doc. K) 

NOTES ON SOURCES

A. A short chronology of Sojourner Truth’s life and work.
B. From the Narra  ve of Sojourner Truth – A Northern Slave (1850).
C. See B.
D. See B.
E. From an account wri  en by Arthur Hill, who grew up in the Community (1912).
F. From “What I Found at the Northampton Associa  on” by Frederick Douglass (1894).
G. Register of deed to house (1850).
H. Early map of Florence (1854).
I. “Carte de Visite” (1860)
J. Le  er from Sojourner Truth to Amy Post, May 29, 1851. (The Isaac and Amy Post Family 

Papers, University of Rochester Library)
K. A newspaper account of Truth’s speech given in Akron, Ohio in 1851. 
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SOJOURNER TRUTH CHRONOLOGY 

1797  Born Isabella Baumfree in Ulster County, New York 
1827   Freed from slavery as part of New York State emancipa  on 
1829   Successfully sued for her son Peter’s freedom / Moved to New York City 
1842   Peter was confi rmed lost at sea 
1843   Followed her calling to leave the city and change her name to Sojourner Truth 
1844   Joined the Northampton Associa  on 
1846   Northampton Associa  on disbanded 
1847   Lived with the Benson Family on Nonotuck Street 
1850   Granted a mortgage for her house on Pine Street 
1850   Published her Narra  ve and became a travelling public speaker 
1851   Gave her famous “Ar’n’t I a Woman?” speech in Akron, Ohio 
1857   Moved to Ba  le Creek, Michigan 
1864   Began work with the Freedman’s Bureau in Washington, D.C. 
1883   Died in Ba  le Creek

A
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Her next decision was, that she must leave the city; it was no place for her; yea, 
she felt called in spirit to leave it, and to travel east and lecture. She had never 
been further east than the city, neither had she any friends there of whom she 
had par  cular reason to expect any thing; yet to her it was plain that her mission 
lay in the east, and that she would fi nd friends there. She determined on leaving; 
but these determina  ons and convic  ons she kept close locked in her own breast, 
knowing that if her children and friends were aware of it, they would make such 
an ado about it as would render it very unpleasant, if not distressing to all par  es. 
Having made what prepara  ons for leaving she deemed necessary,-which was, to put 
up a few ar  cles of clothing in a pillow-case, all else being deemed an unnecessary 
incumbrance,-about an hour before she le  , she informed Mrs. Whi  ng, the woman 
of the house where she was stopping, that her name was no longer Isabella, but 
SOJOURNER; and that she was going east. And to her inquiry, 'What are you going 
east for?' her ąnswer was, 'The Spirit calls me there, and I must go.'

She le   the city on the morning of the 1st of June, 1843, crossing over to 
Brooklyn, L.I.; and taking the rising sun for her only compass and guide, she 
'remembered Lot's wife,' and hoping to avoid her fate, she resolved not to look back 
 ll she felt sure the wicked city from which she was fl eeing was le   too far behind 

to be visible in the distance; and when she fi rst ventured to look back, she could just 
discern the blue cloud of smoke that hung over it, and she thanked 'the Lord that 
she was thus far removed from what seemed to her a second Sodom.

She was now fairly started on her pilgrimage; her bundle in one hand, and a li  le 
basket of provisions in the other, and two York shillings in her purse-her heart strong 
in the faith that her true work lay before her, and that the Lord was her director; 
and she doubted not he would provide for and protect her, and that it would be very 
censurable in her to burden herself with any thing more than a moderate supply for 
her then present needs. Her mission was not merely to travel east, but to 'lecture,' 
as she designated it; 'tes  fying of the hope that was in her'-exhor  ng the people to 
embrace Jesus, and refrain from sin, the nature and origin of which she explained 
to them in accordance with her own most curious and original views. Through her 
life, and all its chequered changes, she has ever clung fast to her fi rst permanent 
impressions on religious subjects.

Wherever night overtook her, there she sought for lodgings-free, if she might-if 
not, she paid; at a tavern, if she chanced to be at one-if not, at a private dwelling; 
with the rich, if they would receive her-if not, with the poor.

But she soon discovered that the largest houses were nearly always full; if not 
quite full, company was soon expected; and that it was much easier to fi nd an 
unoccupied corner in a small house than in a large one; and if a person possessed 
but a miserable roof over his head, you might be sure of a welcome to part of it.

B
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She did not fall in love at fi rst sight with the Northampton Associa  on, for she 
arrived there at a  me when appearances did not correspond with the ideas of 
associa  onists, as they had been spread out in their wri  ngs; for their phalanx was 
a factory, and they were wan  ng in means to carry out their ideas of beauty and 
elegance, as they would have done in diff erent circumstances. But she thought she 
would make an eff ort to tarry with them one night, though that seemed to her 
no desirable aff air. But as soon as she saw that accomplished, literary, and refi ned 
persons were living in that plain ansł simple manner, and submi   ng to the labors 
and priva  ons incident to such an infant ins  tu  on, she said, 'Well, if these can live 
here, I can.' A  erwards, she gradually became pleased with, and a  ached to, the 
place and the people, as well she might; for it must have been no small thing to 
have found a home in a 'Community composed of some of the choicest spirits of 
the age,' where all was characterized by an equality of feeling, a liberty of thought 
and speech, and a largeness of soul, she could not have before met with, to the 
same extent, in any of her wanderings.

C

Sojourner Truth supervised the laundry department at 
the NAEI. She is shown at work in a later pencil sketch 
by Charles Burleigh, Jr. (courtesy Historic Northampton).
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ANOTHER CAMP MEETING.

When Sojourner had been at Northampton a few months, she attended another camp-meeting, at 
which she performed a very important part. 

A party of wild young men, with no motive but that of entertaining themselves by annoying and 
injuring the feelings of others, had assembled at the meeting, hooting and yelling, and in various 
ways interrupting the services, and causing much disturbance. Th ose who had the charge of the 
meeting, having tried their persuasive powers in vain, grew impatient and tried threatening. 

Th e young men, considering themselves insulted, collected their friends, to the number of a hundred 
or more, dispersed themselves through the grounds, making the most frightful noises, and threatening 
to fi re the tents. It was said the authorities of the meeting sat in grave consultation, decided to have 
the ring-leaders arrested, and sent for the constable, to the great displeasure of some of the company, 
who were opposed to such an appeal to force and arms. Be that as it may, Sojourner, seeing great 
consternation depicted in every countenance, caught the contagion, and, ere she was aware, found 
herself quaking with fear. 

Under the impulse of this sudden emotion, she fl ed to the most retired corner of a tent, and secreted 
herself behind a trunk. saying to herself, ‘I am the only colored person here, and on me, probably, 
their wicked mischief will fall fi rst, and perhaps fatally.’ But feeling how great was her insecurity even 
there, as the very tent began to shake from its foundations, she began to soliloquise as follows:- 

‘Shall I run away and hide from the Devil? Me, a servant of the living God? Have I not faith enough 
to go out and quell that mob, when I know it is written-”One shall chase a thousand, and two put 
ten thousand to fl ight”? I know there are not a thousand here; and I know I am a servant of the living 
God. I’ll go to the rescue, and the Lord shall go with and protect me. 

‘Oh,’ said she, ‘I felt as if I had three hearts! and that they were so large, my body could hardly hold 
them!’ 

She now came forth from her hiding-place, and invited several to go with her and see what they could 
do to still the raging of the moral elements. Th ey declined, and considered her wild to think of it. 

Th e meeting was in the open fi elds-the full moon shed its saddened light over all-and the woman who 
was that evening to address them was trembling on the preachers’ stand. Th e noise and confusion 
were now terrifi c. Sojourner left the tent alone and unaided, and walking some thirty rods to the top 
of a small rise of ground, commenced to sing, in her most fervid manner, with all the strength of her 
most powerful voice, the hymn on the resurrection of Christ- 

It was early in the morning-it was early in the morning, Just at the break of day- When he rose-when 
he rose-when he rose, And went to heaven on a cloud.’ 

All who have ever heard her sing this hymn will probably remember it as long as they remember her. 
Th e hymn, the tune, the style, are each too closely associated with to be easily separated from herself, 
and when sung in one of her most animated moods, in the open air, with the utmost strength of her 
most powerful voice, must have been truly thrilling. 

As she commenced to sing, the young men made a rush towards her, and she was immediately 
encircled by a dense body of the rioters, many of them armed with sticks or clubs as their weapons 
of defence, if not of attack. As the circle narrowed around her, she ceased singing, and after a short 
pause, inquired, in a gentle but fi rm tone, ‘Why do you come about me with clubs and sticks? I am 
not doing harm to any one.’ ‘We ar’n’t a going to hurt you, old woman; we came to hear you sing,’ 
cried many voices, simultaneously. ‘Sing to us, old woman,’ cries one. ‘Talk to us, old woman,’ says 
another. ‘Pray, old woman,’ says a third. ‘Tell us your experience,’ says a fourth. ‘You stand and smoke 
so near me, I cannot sing or talk,’ she answered. 

‘Stand back,’ said several authoritative voices, with not the most gentle or courteous accompaniments, 
raising their rude weapons in the air. Th e crowd suddenly gave back, the circle became larger, as 
many voices again called for singing, talking, or praying, backed by assurances that no one should be 
allowed to hurt her-the speakers declaring with an oath, that they would ‘knock down ‘ any person 
who should off er her the least indignity. 

D
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FLORENCE THE MECCA OF THE COLORED RACE

By Arthur Hill 

Sojourner could neither write nor read but had an unusual mind and voice and 

could speak with great force and power of the wrongs and suff erings endured by 

members of her race. She was deeply religious and seemed to be divinely inspired 

in prayer when over-powered by her emo  ons. She o  en lectured here and in 

surrounding towns, breaking suddenly into singing the negro songs. She fi nally 

reached a na  onal reputa  on by her lectures in Boston and other large places. 

While yet I was a boy, arrangements were made with my father for one to write for 

her. Memoranda of her life struggles and incidents jo  ed down from her lips by a 

kind lady in another town were copied and put into shape by me for the prin  ng 

of a li  le pamphlet. This li  le pamphlet had her full-length picture on the cover 

with the mo  o “I sell the shadow to support the substance”. It was sold in great 

numbers at her lectures at twenty-fi ve cents each. She was frequently referred to 

in the newspapers as the “African Sibyl”. She was over six feet in height, gaunt and 

somber looking. The house on Park Street, now occupied by Mr. Waits, was built for 

her. About the  me of the war for secession she was invited to spend her last days 

with a wealthy lady of Ba  le Creek, Michigan. She claimed to have lived 112 years, 

but probably 100 years or nearly would be nearer right.

“David Ruggles was not the only colored person who found refuge in this 
Community. I met here for the fi rst  me that strange compound of wit and 
wisdom, of wild enthusiasm and fl int-like common sense, who seemed to feel it 
her duty to trip me up in my speeches and to ridicule my eff orts to speak and act 
like a person of cul  va  on and refi nement. I allude to Sojourner Truth. She was 
a genuine specimen of the uncul tured negro. She cared very li  le for elegance 
of speech or refi nement manners. She seemed to please herself and others best 
when she put her ideas in the oddest forms. She was much respected at Florence, 
for she was honest, industrious, and amiable. Her quaint speeches easily gave her 
an audience, and she was one of the most useful members of the Community in its 
day of small things.”
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Le  er from Sojourner Truth to Amy Post

Dear Mrs. Post

I have arrived safe in Ohio. I got to Buff aloe on the evening of the same day 
I le   you. I le   Buff alo Friday night and arrived in Cleaveland on Saturday. Had 
a beau  ful passage up the lake. Stopped among the col ored friends and was 
treated with great kindness un  l Tuesday. A  ended a mee  ng and sold three 
dollars worth of books. And on Tuesday went to Akron to the Conven  on where I 
found plenty of kind friends just like you & they gave me so many kind invita  ons 
I hardly knew which to accept of fi rst. But I le   Akron this morning and got to 
Hudson in  me to take the cars for Ravenna where I came to the house of Mrs 
Skinner who was at the conven  on and invited me to her house to remain un  l 
Mrs Treat comes to make arrangement for me. The Lord has directed me to this 
quiet fam- ily, and here I shall probably remain some days. If there are any le  ers 
there for me direct them to Mrs Mary Ann B. Skinner Ravenna Portage Co. Ohio

I sold a good many books at the Conven  on and have thus far been greatly 
prospered—Tell dear Abby Fair [i. e., Thayer] I wish she was here and she must 
come in the fall with Garrison and friends

With love you and all kind friends Abby especialy and her dear mother and 
sister I remember all your kindness

This from your friend Sojourner Truth
To Mr Post I would say I have found some kind spirits like you. Dear Edmund I 

remember you s  ll bathing you with water spiritually.

      Sojourner

(The Isaac and Amy Post Family Papers, University of Rochester Library)

I am a woman's rights. I have as much muscle as any 
man, and can do as much work as any man. I have 
plowed and reaped and husked and chopped and mowed, 
and can any man do more than that? I have heard much 
about the sexes being equal. I can carry as much as any 
man, and can eat as much too, if I can get it. I am as 
strong as any man that is now. (An  -Slavery Bugle)
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“Why was ‘Free Speech’ so important to Florence?”

Charles Burleigh

Introduc  on

We stand before the grave markers for Charles and Gertrude Burleigh. Their house s  ll stands 
on the other side of Main Street, a li  le out of our way. We need to remind ourselves that the 
struggle to abolish slavery lasted over forty years. One of those at the forefront, decade a  er 
tumultuous decade, was Charles Burleigh. He was a travelling fi eld agent for the American An  -
Slavery Society (AAS). He delivered an  -slavery lectures across the North, organizing converts 
to the cause into new chapters of the Society. Slave-owners clearly saw open dialogue and 
the free expression of ideas as their enemy: they censored the mails in their home states and 
forbade any discussion on slavery in the U.S. Congress – the notorious “gag rule”. Burleigh fully 
embraced “free expression” as the cornerstone of democracy and of “true” religion. In this, he 
was in full accord with bedrock principles held at the Northampton Associa  on, which is why he 
made Florence his home. 

Who was Charles Burleigh?

—He was raised in eastern Connec  cut, not far from where the Bensons, Stetsons and Hills lived 
before they moved to Florence.

—What career did he give up as a young man in order to work full-  me for the aboli  onist 
cause? Why did he do it?

—What talents did Burleigh bring to the work of convincing people that slavery needed to end?
—He refused to cut his hair or trim his beard un  l slavery was abolished in the U.S. This was a 

highly unusual look for the  me. What impression do you think this made? Why do you think 
he did it? (Doc. A)

What was Burleigh’s work as a fi eld agent for the AAS?

—Burleigh made Florence his home-base but con  nued almost constant travel on the lecture 
circuit. What were some of the hazards he faced as a travelling fi eld agent? Why do you think 
he encountered so much hos  lity to his message and to himself personally? (Doc. B)

—Describe your impressions of Burleigh’s eff ec  veness as a speaker. (Doc. C)
—He described slavery as “the great ques  on of the age”. Describe his reasons for why slavery 

was the cri  cal issue facing the U.S. and why it was so harmful. What was the Society’s overall 
strategy for winning the struggle to end slavery? (Docs. C,D) Describe what “moral suasion” is.

What did “Free Expression” look like in Florence?

—The free expression of ideas was a cornerstone principle at the Associa  on. Members and 
invited guests were encouraged to openly speak their minds on religion, poli  cs, social 
arrangements, or any subject that concerned them. The hitch was that anyone who spoke out 
then had to be prepared to defend her posi  on using sound arguments. The Associa  onists 
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loved nothing more than a robust debate on an important topic. A skilled debater was 
expected to collect and organize evidence to support her posi  on; to use logic to form a 
cohesive argument using that evidence; and to apply rhetorical skills in presen  ng that 
argument most eff ec  vely. 

—The tradi  on of the free expression of ideas con  nued in Florence a  er the Associa  on 
folded. Burleigh played an important role in this. He was considered by many to be the most 
skilled debater and public speaker living in America at the  me. (Doc. E)

—His “An  -Slavery Tracts” give us a sample of his strategy in deba  ng issues surrounding 
slavery. Can you describe his overall strategy for us? He a  acked (with his words) what he saw 
as pro-slavery’s use of what we today call “circular reasoning”. Explain this for us. Work with 
your teacher on these answers. (Doc. F) 

What did Burleigh do in Florence?

—Former members of the Associa  on who remained in Florence founded the Free 
Congrega  onal Society (FCS) and Burleigh was its fi rst “resident speaker.” In 1873 with 
dona  ons from members Samuel L. Hill and Alfred T. Lilly, Cosmian Hall was built. An imposing 
structure that sat over 600 people in its upstairs auditorium, it was called a “Temple of Free 
Speech.” What did the FCS stand for? What was Burleigh’s role there? (Doc. G)

—The Florence Lyceum con  nued a tradi  on that was started at the Associa  on. What was 
that? (Doc. H)

—In 1878, Charles Burleigh was struck and killed by a streetcar in Florence. His funeral service, 
held at Cosmian Hall, was unlike any other event in Florence history. Can you describe it for 
us? (Doc. K)

NOTES ON SOURCES

A. Excerpted from a short biography wri  en by another Northampton aboli  onist who 
knew him well (1894).

B. From “An  -Slavery Days in Florence”(1912), by Arthur Hill, who grew up in the 
Community. (top) William Lloyd Garrison’s Eulogy to Burleigh, 
delivered at Cosmian Hall, Florence (1878) (bo  om)

C. From “An An  -Slavery Agent: C.C. Burleigh in Pennsylvania, 1836–1837”, by historian Ira 
Brown (1981). 

D. From “An  -Slavery Tracts – Slavery and the North”, by Charles C. Burleigh (1856). 
E. From “Reminiscences” (1894) by former Community member Frances Judd.
F. See D.
G. “Ar  cles of Agreement” (1863) drawn up at the forma  on of the Free Congrega  onal 

Society in Florence.
H. History of Florence Massachuse  s (1894).
I. Map of Florence, 1873.
J. Photo of Cosmian Hall in Florence.
K. Newspaper ar  cle in the New York Tribune, June 17, 1878.
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CHARLES C. BURLEIGH.

By Seth Hunt,

As a logical thinker and an eloquent public 
speaker, Charles C. Burleigh probably surpassed 
any one that ever lived in Northampton. Few 
men, anywhere, could so readily and ably ex-
temporize in a public speech as that brave 
champion of civil and religious freedom. Some 
of his most brilliant and eff ec  ve speeches were 
made on the spur of the moment. In discussing 
any ques  on he was noted for sta  ng the 
strongest points of his opponents, and eff ectually 
answering them, so that when he had fi nished 
it seemed that nothing more could be said. The 
arguments on both sides would be exhausted. His 
dic  on was clear and fi nished.

Mr. Burleigh had early fi xed upon the legal profession for his life voca  on. 
When he was admi  ed to the bar in Windham County, Conn., in January, 1835, 
his examiners were surprised at the extent of his acquirements, and he was 
pronounced the best prepared candidate that had been admi  ed to the bar in that 
county within the memory of those then prac  cing there. But, notwithstanding all 
his bright prospects of success and fame in his chosen profession, when he was 
asked to engage as lecturer in the an  -slavery cause, and while fully aware of the 
hardships and persecu  ons that would befall him, he replied: “This is not what I 
expected or intended, but it is what I ought to do; I will accept the invita  on.”

His personal appearance was striking. He had a fi ne, animated countenance, 
mirroring an ac  ve mind and a great soul. He was tall and his frame bore the 
impress of great physical strength and endurance. Of no one could it be more 
truthfully said, that “he had the courage of his convic  ons.” What he deemed 
proper to do, whether in ma  ers of dress, of personal appearance and habits, or 
in regard to poli  cal, social, or religious concerns, he unhesita  ngly carried out, 
however strange his course might appear to those with whom he came in contact. 
I remember his wearing a full beard, long before such a prac  ce was considered 
becoming or proper. He also wore his hair long and in ringlets.

A
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 Charles C. Burleigh came here to live and made this place his headquarters, 
star  ng out from here on his many an  -slavery pilgrimages. He had the usual 
exci  ng experiences of a reformer, being mobbed and assaulted with over-ripe 
eggs. On one occasion, he wiped the mess from his clothes calmly, saying, “Friend, 
your arguments are unsound.” On another occasion the schoolhouse in which 
he was speaking in Wes  ield West Farms was burned over his head, he escaping 
with his life. A  er holding a mee  ng in Springfi eld, he walked from there on the 
railroad to Northampton, not having money to pay his fare in the cars. He fell 
into a ca  le-guard hole in Northampton meadows and was rendered insensible, 
being found there the next morning. He was struck and killed by a locomo  ve at 
Florence depot.

WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON’S EULOGY TO BURLEIGH, 
delivered at Cosmian Hall, Florence (1878)

“For more than forty years he was almost constantly in the lecturing fi eld, 
during which period he travelled many thousands of miles, addressed hundreds 
of thousands of hearers, cheerfully encountering every hardship, serenely 
confron  ng mobocra  c violence, shrinking from no peril, heedless of unescapable 
ridicule (s  mulated and intensifi ed by the non-conformity of the outward man 
in the ma  er of dress, the wearing of his hair and beard); yet evincing such a 
mastery of his subject, such powers of argument and persuasion, such force 
of intellect and breadth of mind, such copiousness of speech and fer  lity of 
illustra  on on every ques  on discussed, as made it an easy task for him to 
confront and vanquish all opponents. Indeed, he never found `a foe worthy of 
his steel’... At the bar, before a jury, he would hardly have found his peer; in the 
judicial bench he would have been chief.”

B
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In the issue of December 31, 1836, the Na  onal enquirer took special note of the work 
of Charles C. Burleigh, who had been “a short  me in this city” and had delivered seven 
lectures, all except the fi rst and second to “overfl owing houses.” Since leaving Philadelphia 
he had lectured. more than thirty  mes in rural communi  es in the coun  es adjacent to 
Philadelphia. Lundy remarked that Burleigh was “an able and popular speaker—in fact he is a 
`thunderer’.” He was not only drawing large audiences, wherever suffi  cient advance no  ce of 
his lectures was given, but he was also “generally and em pha  cally greeted with the expressive 
approba  on of his hearers.” His lectures averaged nearly two hours in length—”every minute 
of which is usefully employed.” Lundy advised all proslavery advo cates, especially “ultra 
coloniza  onists” to keep away from his mee  ngs unless they were prepared to be converted to 
aboli  onism.”

SLAVERY—WHAT IT DOES.

The ques  on of slavery is undeniably, for this country at least, the great ques  on of the 
age. On the right decision of it depend interests too vast to be fi tly set forth in words. Here are 
three millions of slaves in a land calling itself free; three millions of human beings robbed of 
every right, and, by statute and custom, among a people self-styled Chris  an, held as brutes. 
Knowledge is forbidden, and religious worship, if allowed, is clogged with fe  ers; the sanc  ty 
of marriage is denied; and home and family and all the sacred names of kindred, which form 
the dialect of domes  c love, are made unmeaning words. The soul is crushed, that the body 
may be safely coined into dollars. And not occasionally, by here and there a hardened villain, 
reckless alike of jus  ce, law and public sen  ment; fearing not God nor regarding man; but on 
system, and by the combined strength of the whole na  on. Most men at the North, and many 
even at the South, admit that this is wrong,—that it is a gross injus  ce to the slave, a serious 
evil to the master, a great calamity to the country; that it belies the na  on's high professions, 
brings deep disgrace upon its character, and exposes it to unknown perils and disasters in the 
 me to come.

Perhaps no place of its size has had so much of interest in its history as Florence. The best 
speakers on every subject have been heard here. There has always been a pla  orm to which 
all reforms have been wel comed, and an opportunity given to all to hear the best thought 
on every subject. This opportunity has been well improved. Those who have enjoyed the rich 
treats which have been provided have been strengthened and enriched thereby. The seed thus 
sown has not been lost. Not all fell upon good ground, but enough did to make Florence the 
home of free thought, and of great tolerance of the diversity of views which nec essarily prevail 
in such a community.
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ANTI-SLAVERY TRACTS. No. 10.
SLAVERY AND THE NORTH.

CHARLES C. BURLEIGH.
SLAVES NOT UNFIT FOR FREEDOM.

They are ignorant and stupid, it is said; a bru  sh race, not fi t for freedom. 
True, —in part—and partly false. No doubt the slaves are ignorant and 
degraded. So any race would be, if wronged as they have been, and through 
so many genera  ons. What else could be expected from men weighed down 
by ages of oppression, forbidden to use the key of knowledge,—le  ers—
allowed no hope of be  ering their state, nor any mo  ve to exert their 
minds or to improve their morals? But it is not true that they are only fi t 
for slavery; fi t only to be kept under the very infl uences which now debase 
them. The bad eff ect is no good reason for con  nuing the cause, but rather 
shows the need of its immediate removal. What!—shall we enslave men, 
because slavery makes them base? Keep the burden on their backs because 
they stoop beneath its weight; the fe  er on their limbs because their gait, 
with it, is awkward; their dungeon closely locked because its darkness dims 
their sight? Is this manly?—just—or wise?

Published for gratuitous distribu  on, at the Offi  ce of the AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY, No. 138 Nassau Street, New York. Also to be had at the An  -Slavery Offi  ce, 
No. 21 Cornhill, Boston, and No. 31 North Fi  h Street, Phila.

F
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"We, the undersigned, inhabitants of Florence and its vicinity, in the town of 
Northampton, wishing to avail ourselves of the advantages of associate eff ort for our 
advancement in truth and goodness, and for the promo  on of general intel ligence, good 
morals, and liberal, religious sen  ments, do hereby agree to form ourselves into a body 
corporate, under the name of the ' Free Congrega  onal Society of Florence.

"Respec  ng in each other—and in all—the right of intellect and conscience to be 
free, and holding it to be the duty of every one to keep his mind and heart at all  mes 
open to receive the truth and follow its guidance, we set up no theo logical condi  on of 
membership, and neither demand nor expect uniformity of doctrinal belief ; asking only 
unity of purpose to seek and accept the right and true, and an honest aim and eff ort to 
make these the rule of life. And, recognizing the brotherhood of the human race and 
the equality of human rights, we make no dis  nc  on as to the condi  ons and rights of 
membership in this society, on account of sex, or color, or na  onality."

For some years previous to the organiza  on of the society, Mr. C. C. Burleigh was a 
regular lecturer, supported by private enterprise, and he remained the resident speaker 
a  er its organiza  on, for ten years.

The minister is not, like the minister or pastor of most religious socie  es, pledged to 
advocate and defend a formal statement of faith. He is under no intellectual bonds. He is at 
liberty to express freely his latest thought, and it is understood he speaks only for himself.

THE FLORENCE LYCEUM.

By JUDGE DANIEL W. BOND.

No history of Florence would be complete without an account of the Florence 
Lyceum. It was not uncommon at this period, during the winter months, for nearly 
every school district to have its deba  ng society. Everybody a  ended, and the 
old men and young took part in the exercises. Some districts were more favored 
than others with resi dent debaters, but every district contained some who had 
ideas upon the various ques  ons discussed and were suffi  ciently interested to 
prepare themselves for the debates, and who could express their thoughts with 
force and o  en  mes with elegance. A  er the debate by the debaters who had 
selected, or been appointed upon, the affi  rma  ve or nega  ve of a ques  on, an 
opportunity was. given for "volunteers." The  me from seven to ten and some  mes 
 ll eleven o'clock was occupied. For days a  er the mee  ngs they were the topic of 

conversa  on throughout the district,—the weight of the argument, the methods 
and manners of the speakers, the merits of the ques  on, all came in for a share of 
a  en  on and were talked over. No old  me singing school could "hold a candle " to 
the village lyceum, for the general interest the mee  ngs created.
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Cosmian Hall
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Frances Birge Judd
1820-1894
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“Who joined the Community?

Frances and Hall Judd

Introduc  on

We stand before the house of Frances and Hall Judd. They joined the Associa  on soon a  er it 
started in 1842 and remained un  l it closed its doors four and a half years later. Then they built 
this house and chose to live in this neighborhood fi lled with former Community members for the 
rest of their lives. By telling the Judds’ story, we get a picture of what kind of people joined the 
Associa  on, why they joined, and who was invited to join. Any organiza  on is only as strong as its 
members and must a  ract and retain the right people to survive and prosper. 

Who were Frances and Hall Judd?

—The Associa  on admi  ed its fi rst members on April 8, 1842 (see founders Benson and Hill). 
When did Frances Birge and Hall Judd join? Why do you think they joined on the same day 
under separate names? (Doc. A, see bo  om)

—Frances and Hall joined the Community as a young couple. She, like many other members, 
was born and raised in Connec  cut. He was from Northampton. Can you describe their fi rst 
impressions and how they came to join the NAEI? (Doc. B)

—Can you give us a rough demographic sketch of who joined the Community? Where did they 
come from? How many were married or single? How many had children? How many children 
were there? Most parents at that  me were between the ages of 20-40. What does this tell us 
about the average age of members? How long did most people stay at the Associa  on? (Doc. A)

—The Associa  on had three African-American members listed here, not including Sojourner 
Truth whose name does not appear for some reason. The three came from New York City and 
Bal  more, Maryland. Who were they? (Doc. A)

What kind of people joined the Community?

—The people who uprooted their lives to join this uncertain experiment came from a variety of 
places and circumstances, but they all had one thing in common: they were ardent reformers. 
Reform at that  me took on many diff erent shapes with the same underlying principle: 
people should do everything in their power to improve themselves and the society they live 
in.  Reformers challenged the status quo – what most people at the  me thought and did. The 
very act of living communally challenged the idea that people did best living individually or in 
isolated family units.

—What two poli  cal causes did all Community members support? What did “non-resistance” 
refer to? Addi  onal reading is needed here. Some members “did not reverence the church”, 
which meant they wished to reform their own churches. Speak to your partners in the “Benson 
Group” about this. Again, the very act of people from diff erent churches living together 
peacefully was a challenge to the status quo. Give us a picture of who joined. (Doc. C)
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What kind of people were admi  ed to the Community?

—Hall Judd was elected Secretary of the Associa  on in 1845. One of his jobs as Secretary was to 
lead the “Regular Monthly Mee  ng for the admission of members”. We read at the bo  om of 
the page that Aus  n and Fidelia Ross “were unanimously admi  ed as permanent members”. 
This tells us that all the members got to vote on who could join; and that new people moved to 
the Community as temporary members for a  me before they could get full membership. Only 
full members could vote at mee  ngs (like this one). Why do you think they chose new members 
this way? (Doc. E)

—The Associa  on received many more applica  ons for membership than space allowed. 
What did they look for in new members? They wanted their fellow members to share their 
commitments to reform principles. But they also believed in the free expression of ideas and 
therefore imposed no “Ar  cles of Faith” upon prospec  ve members. Explain for us. (Doc. D)

—New members also had to “be useful to the Associa  on” because it had to support itself 
economically. What were some jobs that needed to be done? They needed a mixture of people 
who worked with their hands and who worked with their heads. Did they all get along? Did it 
help that they were all “middle class”? What does this term mean to you? (Docs. F,G top)

What kind of people remained in the Community?

—Once you were admi  ed to live in the Community, you had to accept a very simple lifestyle. 
This was both for moral and economic reasons. We see that members paid 50 cents a week for 
room and board when the going rate in Northampton was one dollar. (Doc. G bo  om)

—Most simplicity was self-imposed – a moral choice members made for themselves. This choice 
was at the heart of what it meant to be a reformer. They believed they had to purify their own 
minds, bodies and spirits before they could take on the challenge of purifying society. They also 
believed in self-control, that true discipline comes from within.

—This was a big reason why “all were temperance people” at the Associa  on. Describe the 
Temperance movement for us. Paul Strong’s Tavern was the second oldest business in the 
village. Contrast an evening there with Dolly’s descrip  on of a social event at the Community. 
Why do you think Community members objected to what was going on at the tavern? (Docs. 
H,I,J,K)

—Many members, like the Judds, also embraced dietary reforms. They became “Grahamites”, 
following the teachings of Northampton’s Sylvester Graham. Describe this for us. (Doc. L top)

—Hall Judd took things a step further and embraced “asce  cism”. This was a form of extreme self-
denial that included a comfortable place to sleep and warm clothes in winter. Describe. (Docs. L 
bo  om, M) 

—It took a certain kind of person to willingly live without comforts many took for granted. We can 
also imagine what it was like for people with strongly held beliefs on everything from religion 
to diet living and working together every day. Could this be why many chose to leave the 
Associa  on? 
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NOTES ON SOURCES

A. List of Northampton Associa  on members, published by the Associa  on.
B. “Reminiscences” by Frances Judd (1894).
C. See B.
D. Frances Judd interviewed for the book American Socialisms (1870).
E. Northampton Associa  on mee  ng records, March-April 1846.
F. Associa  on list of Departments, or areas of work for members.
G. Samuel Hill, Associa  on co-founder, interviewed in American Communi  es (1908).
H. Prepared by the David Ruggles Center (2020).
I. From History of Florence Massachuse  s (1894).
J. Detail of the 1831 map of Northampton showing what is now Florence.
K. Le  er wri  en by member Dolly Stetson to her husband James, March 18, 1845.
L. See H. Family member describing Hall’s lifestyle (bo  om).
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I came from Northampton one beau  ful Sunday in spring, a friend driving in to bring 
me and another, to see the place which we hoped would be to us a paradise. We came 
out by Prospect street, then down what is now Pine street, and across the lot to the 
back door of the house that was occupied by Mr. Benson and his large family. This 
house was at the corner of what is now Maple and Nonotuck streets. It seemed to be 
in a wilderness. A pine grove and ravine were west of it, and the land to the east was 
covered with mulberry bushes. Indeed, the side hill and plain above were given up to 
the “morus mul  caulis.”

The only names I had heard in connec  on with the new enterprise . were those 
of Benson, Hill, Adam, and Mack. The ma  er of our joining the “Northampton 
Associa  on” was discussed that day, and when we returned to Northampton the 
ques  on was put to me, “Shall we take what li  le money we have and cast in our lot 
with these people, who everybody says are visionary, fana  cal, and foolish, or shall we 
go else where to make our home and get our living?” I said, “We will join them.” In a 
short  me we married, and came here. This was in 1842, and here my home has since 
been.

The associa  on was formed. New people constantly came, drawn by sympathy of 
views on one subject or another; all were earnest in the an  -slavery cause, many 
were deeply interested in non-resistance; all were temperance people and some had 
suff ered expulsion from the churches for their course on an  -slavery or other ma  ers. 
They came together, and the former inhabitants of this rural hamlet looked on with 
suspicion and distrust at this new order of things. These people, who had invaded 
their formerly quiet domain, had such strange no  ons; many of them imbued with 
Quaker ideas and thinking all days alike holy. Some did not reverence the church and 
priesthood; some were advocates of vegetarianism, discarding animal food and all 
s  mula  ng drinks. No wonder we were “past fi nding out.” I do not know that any of 
our people were immoral, or that their neighbors could accuse them of dishonesty 
in their dealings, or anything worse than their disregard of outward religious 
observances.

It could nor be expected that so many persons, bound by no pledges or ‘Ar  cles 
of Faith,’ should agree in all things. They were never asked when applying for 
membership, “Do you believe so and so?” On the contrary, a good life and worthy 
mo  ves were the only tests by which they were judged. Of course it was necessary, 
before they could be admi  ed, to decide the ques  on, “Can they be useful to the 
Associa  on?”
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The great majority of the members belonged to the middle classes of 
society; there were many farmers and mechanics; the educated classes 
were also well rep resented. Wm. Adams had been a college Professor of 
Languages; David Mack and wife were persons of literary taste and capacity; 
James Boyle had been a Congrega  onal minister, lecturer and editor; Dr. 
Hud son, Mr. Benson and others were also educated people.

The leaders were for the most part workers with their hands as well as 
with their heads, and the members were generally industrious.

There never was serious objec  on to any kind of labor however menial.
There may have been an occasional manifesta  on of jealousy on the 

part of the hard-workers toward the more intellectual class, but it led to no 
serious alterca  ons.

In the management of the aff airs of the Associa  on everything was 
conducted in quite a democra  c way; all were invited, including the women, 
to propose measures and discuss the measures proposed by others. There 
were from 130 to 140 members.

There was no unitary building for all the members, but accommoda  ons 
were provided in one of the build ings for 60 or 70 persons, who ate at a 
common table and had a common home.

In this common boarding-house the cost of food and lights was about 
50 cents a week; in private houses from 75 cents to $1.00. There was very 
li  le grumbling about the fare, plain and inexpensive as it was. A few were 
disposed to drop off  meat and live a  er the Graham system.

The evenings were spent in social gatherings; o  en in discussions rela  ve 
to the advancement of the Associa  on.
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The fi rst genera  on that emerged out of the Revolu  onary War were 
heavy drinkers by today’s standards. The average American adult 
consumed seven gallons of hard liquor (hard cider, whiskey and rum) 
every year in 1825. In the year 2000, that same average American drank 
two gallons of mostly wine and beer annually. Most people drank with 
every meal and during mul  ple work breaks throughout the day.

Things began to change rapidly in 1826 with the forma  on of the 
American Temperance Society. Many were fed up with the “American 
Way of Drunkedness” and called for moderate use of alcohol, and in-
creasingly, total abs  nence. Clergymen led a movement that called on 
storekeepers to stop selling spirituous liquors and on towns and ci  es to 
stop issuing tavern licenses. They organized speaking tours of reformed 
drinkers to warn of the dangers of “demon rum”. Their eff orts paid off  
as thousands of Americans took “Temperance Pledges” and overall con-
sump  on dropped off  by two-thirds by 1840. 

This was the fi rst major reform movement in the U.S. that called on 
individuals to apply moral discipline in their own lives with an eye toward 
improving society for everyone.

Sources:
Jack Larkin, The Reshaping of Everyday Life (New York: Harper and Row, 
1988)     
Daniel Walker Howe, What Hath God Wrought (Oxford, U.K.: Oxford 
University Press, 2007)
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Dolly W. Stetson to James A. Stetson

Tuesday Evening 18th March-45 

Dear Husband

I suppose you would be as much disappointed to open the box and not 
fi nd a le  er, as I should be to have it return without one for me—so alltho 
I have nothing more to say than how much we love you and how much we 
wish you could be home with us, all of which you know without its being 
repeated; s  ll I will write. Ah! I have some news to tell you.

Our new kitchen and dining room are completed the la  er of which was 
formily dedicated last Tuesday Evening we had a Pic Nic to which all of the 
Associa  on were invited and most of them came A  er supper we had a 
speech from Sojourney on the beau  es of the room—and truly it did look 
beau  fully decorated with evergreens and brilliantly illuminated with hang-
ing lamps borrowed for the occasion from the silk room. the room extends 
across the en  re east end of the factory and is large enough to seat the 
whole community comfortably at table—next a speach from G.W.B. upon 
ingra   tude and complaining when we were surrounded by so many comforts 
and luxuries next followed Mr Mack upon order in all things and temperance 
in ea  ng—next Mr Hill upon ra  onal enjoyments and occupa  ons that be-
come ra  onal beings Mr Kerr closed by hoping that the hall would be dedi-
cated to free speech and that it might never be disgraced by chairmen and 
secretaraies to keep folks in order—Mrs Hammond had her piano removed 
to the hall with the inten  on to have dancing but as it was understood that 
Mr Hill intended to bear his tes  mony against it there seemed a general 
reluctance to commence but at last Mrs Mack Mrs Whipple Sophia Ford 
and a few other independent ones danced a fi gure and were just forming 
another set among which was your wife when Mr Hill entered and anounced 
the astounding fact that it was 9 oclock and asked who would act like 
reasonable beings and go home and go to bed?—Mr Hammond perswaded 
his wife to lock the piano—and thus ended the ma  er not so either because 
there was a great deal of grumbling that they were not permited to dance-

K
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American reform movements began with a focus on the consump  on of 
alcohol, but they soon turned to address ea  ng habits in the new na  on. 
Sylvester Graham, of Northampton, became a na  onal fi gure as a spokes-
person for dietary reform. He said Americans ate too much of the wrong 
foods. At that  me, the typical household ate meat with nearly every 
meal, either smoked, salted, fried, boiled or roasted. He called on his fol-
lowers, called “Grahamites”, to moderate their total intake and to cut out 
meat and “s  mulants”, such as coff ee, tea, sugar and tobacco, altogether. 
Most famously, Graham called on people to stop using refi ned and si  ed 
white fl our being turned out of new processing plants, and return to the use 
of tradi  onal, coarsely milled wheat fl our. The staple item in his diet was 
known as “Graham Bread”, the inspira  on for today’s “Graham Cracker”. 
His recommended regimen also called for rigorous exercise, cleanliness, dai-
ly cold-water baths, and the choice of a hard sleeping surface. 

Sources:
Jack Larkin, The Reshaping of Everyday Life (New York: Harper and Row, 
1988)
Christopher Clark, The Communitarian Moment (Amherst: University of 
Massachuse  s Press, 1995)  

One of Hall Judd's brothers stayed over while Hall was away and slept 
on his bed, “if bed it might be called... ‘the so   side of a Plank’ would 
be Down compared to it.” Hall’s mother brought pies to their house for 
a special occasion, but her son, “as usual, denounced all living except on 
Faith and Sawdust.” Hall’s mother also said of Frances, his wife: “She can 
turn her hand to any kind of work, she is a good sewer, is economical, is 
healthy, a thorough Grahamite, her views of dress, and of fashions, and of 
things which belong to the world perfectly agree with Hall’s.”
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Samuel L. Hill
1806-1882
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“Did the Associa  on have a las  ng eff ect on Florence?”

Samuel Hill

Introduc  on

We stand before the house of Samuel and Roxanna Hill. He was widely considered the founder 
of the village of Florence. He was a principle founder of the Associa  on and managed its 
fi nances for the dura  on. He then made a remarkable transi  on from a fully commi  ed 
Community member to a highly successful businessman. He saw to it that the ideals held by the 
Associa  on le   a las  ng imprint on the village as it grew into a thriving industrial center.

Who was Samuel Hill?

—Hill was born and raised in eastern Connec  cut. He was trained as a carpenter but soon 
moved on to managing factories as New England industrialized. He had a head for numbers 
and a knack for business dealings. He was also a deeply religious man with a strong moral 
sense of what was right and wrong. He le   his church over the issue of slavery (a “come-
outer”) and moved to Florence to help found a Community based on an  -slavery principles. 

—Hill was one of the original investors who helped buy the property that became the 
Associa  on. He was elected Treasurer of the Associa  on, put in charge of managing its 
fi nances. He oversaw the Stock Company, while the Industrial Associa  on ran day-to-day 
opera  ons at the various working Departments that supported the en  re Community. Can 
you give us a picture of how this worked? How do you think this arrangement diff ered from 
how most businesses were run? (Docs. B,D)

—Briefl y describe what the Associa  on bought and how this was broken down into smaller 
businesses, or Departments, within the larger organiza  on. (Doc. C,D top)

—How did they raise the money needed to buy out the former owners of the property? This led 
to a major problem that resulted in the Associa  on folding four and half years later. Describe.
(Docs. E,F)

—A  er the Associa  on folded, Hill went on to start a new, privately-owned company that 
manufactured silk sewing thread. This company made him a very wealthy man and brought 
prosperity to the en  re village of Florence. Tell us why the Nonotuck Silk Company he 
founded was so successful. (Doc, G)

What was the “Neighborhood Community”?

—The Associa  on could no longer pay its debts and support itself and so it closed its doors. But 
Community members were s  ll commi  ed to reform ideals and to the free expression of ideas. 
Hill used his wealth and infl uence to off er cheap mortgages on houses to former Community 
members so they could con  nue to live near one another in what became the village of 
Florence. They called this their “Neighborhood Community”. How did Hill do this? Can you 
iden  fy former Community members with houses on the map? (Docs. H,I,J top)
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How did Hill help create the village of Florence?

—Hill also off ered aff ordable housing opportuni  es to people who worked at his silk thread 
company. How did this work? What else did he off er his workers? Why do you think he did this?
-Hill headed a small group of businessmen that fi nanced new enterprises in the village. One of 
them s  ll exists. Can you describe them? (Docs. J,K)

How did Hill keep the spirit of the Community alive in Florence?

—Hill was driven to succeed as a businessman, but he lived modestly and never lost sight of the 
ideals that drew him to the Community in the fi rst place. What were those ideals and how did 
he support them? Describe Cosmian Hall for us. (Doc. L)

—Educa  on, especially for young people, was very important to the Associa  on – hence 
its name. Why do you think? How did Hill help provide access to quality educa  on for 
young children living in the village? Did the philosophy behind that educa  on accord with 
Community principles? (Doc. M)

Did the “Underground Railroad” operate in Florence?

—At the same  me that Hill was building up his businesses, he was also inten  onally breaking 
the law. This was a law he did not support. It forbade sympathe  c Northerners from assis  ng 
fugi  ves from Southern slavery. Hill’s house became a “sta  on” on the so-called Underground 
Railroad. Explain for us how this worked. What proof do we have that Hill was a “conductor”? 
Why do you suppose proof of this work is hard to fi nd for historians? (Docs. N,O)

NOTES ON SOURCES

A. Stereo card of the silk factory purchased by the Northampton Associa  on in 1842.
B. From a “Preliminary Circular” drawn up by the Associa  on founders (1842).
C. A list of Departments, or places of work for members, printed by the Associa  on.
D. See B. (top) Prepared by the David Ruggles Center (bo  om)
E. From Community member Frances Judd in the book American Socialisms (1870).
F. See E.
G. From Northampton’s Century of Silk, by Marjorie Senechal (2004).
H. List of Northampton Associa  on members, listed by family. Published by the Associa  on.
I. Map of Florence (1854).
J. “Biographical Sketch” of Samuel Hill wri  en by his son Arthur in 1894.
K. Hampshire Gaze  e, August 21, 1866.
L. A descrip  on of the Free Congrega  onal Society, wri  en by a member in 1894.
M. History of Florence Massachuse  s (1894).
N. Wri  en by Samuel’s son ,Arthur Hill, in 1911.
O. Le  er wri  en by Arthur Hill (1893). From “An  -Slavery Days” by Arthur Hill (1912).
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At its beginning, the Northampton Association, as a working business, was run by two separate 
groups. A “Stock Company” managed the financial side. A small group of investors, including 
Samuel Hill, pooled their money to buy the property. This group became the Stock Company 
that technically owned all the property belonging to the Association. They decided how money 
should be used to support the various businesses that supported the Association. They also 
managed the debt that was incurred when the Community was formed. New members could 
join the Stock Company if they invested in the Community and lived there. 

A second group, called the “Industrial Association”, ran those businesses from day to day 
– what to make, how much to make, who to hire, etc. Stock Company members could attend 
meetings of the Industrial Association but they could not vote on what was proposed there. The 
Industrial Association elected its own leadership and decided who should run each individual 
business and how much workers were paid.

D
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The Associa  on was located about two and a half miles from the village and 
center of business of North ampton. The estate consisted of fi ve hundred acres 
of Iand, a good water-privilege, a silk factory four stories in height, six dwelling-
houses, a saw-mill and other property, all valued' at about $31,000. This estate was 
formerly owned by the Northampton Silk Company; a  erwards by J. Conant & Co., 
who sold it to the persons who originated the Associa  on. The amount of stock 
paid in was $20,000. This le   a debt of $11,000 upon the Community, which, in 
the enthusi asm of the new enterprise, they expected soon to pay by addi  ons to 
their capital stock, and by the profi ts of labor. But by the withdrawal of members 
holding stock, and also by some further purchases of property, this debt was 
a  erwards increased to nearly four  mes its original amount, and no progress was 
made toward its liquida  on during the con  nuance of the Asso cia  on.

In the course of the third year a subscrip  on was opened, for the purpose of 
relieving the necessi  es of the Associa  on; and people interested in the object of 
Social Reform were solicited to invest money in this enterprise, no subscrip  on to 
be binding unless the sum of $25,000 was raised. This sum never was subscribed, 
and of course no assistance was obtained in that way.

Many troubles were constantly growing out of the pecuniary diffi  cul  es in which 
the Community was involved. Many sacrifi ces were demanded, and much hard 
labor was required, and those whose hearts were not in the work withdrew.

E
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G “The sewing by hand, and the simple needle then in sole use demanded a
far less perfect thread than that now required for machine-sewing,” explained
the Judges of Group IX (Wool and Silk Fabrics, Including the Materials and
the Machinery) of the Centennial International Exhibition in the historical sec-
tion of their final report. “The proprietors of an establishment in Massachusetts,
now famous, knowing the
difficulties attending the use
of silk threads, as then made,
upon the newly-invented
sewing-machine, devised
the plan of twisting the silk
in a direction opposite to
that of common or skein
sewing-silk. Winding a
pound of three-cord silk,
thus twisted, upon spools containing one-half ounce each, they submitted it, in
1852, to Mr. Singer, who was then experimenting upon his newly-invented sew-
ing-machine, with which he met difficulties that he could not overcome.” *

Upright Samuel Hill and lowdown Isaac Singer, both dark-haired men in
their forties, each in his own way a man of his time, shook hands, one presumes,
and got down to business. “The silk was handed to Mr. Singer with the request
that he would try it,” the judges continued. “He put a spool upon his machine,
threaded up, and commenced sewing. After sewing sufficiently to enable him
to judge of its merit, he stopped, and after examining the work it had done,
exclaimed, ‘Can you make any more like this? I shall want all you can make’—a
prophecy literally fulfilled. The new fabric assumed the name of ‘machine-twist;’
and from that time to the present the amount of silk consumed upon sewing-
machines is marvelous.”

Isaac Singer wrote checks for thousands of dollars to Samuel Hill—a large
fortune at the time. To honor the community’s great good fortune and the pros-
pect of more, the residents of Northampton’s mill district met and renamed it
“Florence” after “the great silk emporium of Italy.” A second motion, to re-
name the Mill River “the Arno,” did not pass.

The Singer Company papers
are archived in the Wisconsin
State Historical Society in
Madison. After a three-day
search through Singer’s early
(1850s) folders, Smith College
student Alena Shumway found
a bundle of cancelled checks,
wrapped in paper and fastened
with a pin, several checks from
Isaac Singer to Samuel Hill
among them.

Improved Machine for Doubling and Twisting Silk
Messrs. Joseph Conant and Lucius Dimock, of Northampton, Mass., have
invented a valuable and improved machine for doubling and twisting silk.

A great difficulty has always been experienced in doubling and twisting silk
to make a fine smooth thread, owing to the fact that the doubling, in ma-
chinery heretofore used for that purpose, has always been accomplished by
twisting together the threads of separate spools, which are rarely alike in tex-
ture. This must make an uneven thread. This improvement doubles each
thread from a single spool and does it with speed and uniformity. Mea-
sures have been taken to secure a patent.
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Hampshire Gaze  e, August 21, 1866

The popula  on of Florence has grown up about the silk mills of Samuel Lapham Hill. When 
I visited the mill I found evidence that the evening schools, held for the factory hands, were 
conducted as wisely as the best foreign eff ort of the kind. I observed that Mr. Hill encouraged 
the women, who worked for him, to save their earnings, by giving them interest on their 
money, and fi nally inves  ng it for them. I was present at more than one interview in which he 
discussed with such persons the best way to manage their aff airs. In one corner of his offi  ce 
was a set of book-shelves fi lled with books, papers and periodicals of a liberal kind; underneath 
was printed in large le  ers, “For free distribu  on; help yourself.”

Around the mills is quite a li  le village of white co  ages, each with its own lot of land, 
properly fenced in. When a man saves fi ve hundred dollars towards the price of a land lot, Mr. 
Hill immediately loans him money toward building, and this li  le village, in which each house is 
worth from two to three thousand dollars, is the result.

 from THE FREE CONGREGATIONAL SOCIETY.

By Henry S. Haven.

It was decided to build a hall, not only adequate for all the uses of the society, for its Sunday 
services, Sunday-school, and social gatherings, but of a capacity and design suitable for all 
general public mee  ngs liable to be called for in a village of the size, enterprise, and public 
spirit of Florence. The result is Cosmian Hall, a noble edifi ce, built in a com manding loca  on, 
with ample arrangements for the general uses of the public in its main hall, with a sea  ng 
capacity of nearly seven hundred, with large stage and abundant stage appointments, including 
organ and grand piano. This hall has been opened on all occasions of general public interest, 
celebra  ons, and anniversaries, for the people’s use, without any expense to them or the town.

Cosmian Hall was dedicated in 1874, and cost about forty thousand dollars,—Mr. S. L. Hill 
contribu  ng much the larger part, Mr. A. T. Lilly, about ten thousand dollars, and the balance by 
subscrip  on in the society. In 1893, a pla  orm for the choir was built to the right of the stage, 
and the capacity of the organ was nearly doubled. 1 ne tower story contains lower Cosmian 
Hall, and connec  ng recita  on rooms for use of Sunday-school and other purposes, also double 
parlors, with adjoining kitchen accommoda  ons for use of the Industrial Union.

The posi  on of the society cannot be be  er stated than from an extract from its execu  ve 
commi  ees’ reports. “This society believes that in this free interchange of thought and ideas, 
and in the hospitality that is willing to listen to diverse religious theories, is the surest promise 
of the truth that maketh free, which Lord Bacon pronounces `the sovereign good of human 
nature.’”

The minister is not, like the minister or pastor of most religious socie  es, pledged to 
advocate and defend a formal statement of faith. He is under no intellectual bonds. He is at 
liberty to express freely his latest thought, and it is understood he speaks only for himself.

K
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THE KINDERGARTEN.

ONE of the ins  tu  ons which has given to Florence a more than local fame is the kindergarten. 
Established in 1876, it was one of the pioneer ins  tu  ons of the kind in the country. At a  me 
when in our large ci  es such an ins  tu  on existed only for the favored few, the children of 
wealth, and occasionally in connec  on with mission work for the very poor, the li  le village of 
Florence enjoyed the dis  nc  on of having a well equipped kindergarten which was thoroughly 
democra  c, knowing no high and no low, no rich and no poor.

In 1884–86 Mrs. Leland Stanford opened, in San Francisco, six kin dergartens as memorials of 
her beloved son, Leland Stanford, Jr., but it was not un  l 1891 that they were endowed, so that 
up to that  me the Florence ins  tu  on was probably the only endowed kindergarten in the 
country. It is s  ll one of the few kindergartens with a building of its own, planned with special 
reference to its needs, and having spacious lawn and playgrounds.

To speak of the Florence kindergarten is to be reminded of Samuel L. Hill, whose generous 
benefac  on to the village it is, and whose memorial it will long remain.

From the early days of Florence, Mr. Hill was deeply interested in all eff orts for the mental 
and moral advancement of its people, supply ing from his own means needed appliances for 
the schools, special teach ers, and even a school building. A  er his re  rement from ac  ve 
business, he gave much thought to educa  onal problems, and pondered deeply the ques  on 
how best to help the youth of Florence to true and noble manhood and womanhood. The 
more he pondered the subject, the stronger grew his convic  on that “the seed sown in life’s 
early spring  me takes deepest root” In those days, Elizabeth P. Peabody was one of the few 
enthusias  c preachers of the kindergarten idea, and to her Mr. Hill went for counsel. At his 
solicita  on she came to Florence, and in a lecture at Cosmian Hall set forth the Froebelian 
philosophy. Whatever may have been the eff ect upon the minds of the majority of her hearers, 
Mr. Hill, whose mind, by long considera  on of the subject, was prepared to apprehend the 
truth that was in her discourse, decided to make trial of this new educa  onal idea, and, with 
his usual prompt ness, he set about perfec  ng the necessary arrangements. A few weeks later, 
in January, 1876, he opened in the parlors of his own house a kin dergarten. A brief trial was 
suffi  cient to convince him that he had made no mistake and plans were made for a permanent 
home for the ins  tu  on.

Mean  me the numbers, fi  een at fi rst, increased beyond the limits of his parlors, and for 
a short  me, pending the comple  on of the new building, the sessions were held in lower 
Cosmian Hall. In December, 1876, the building was ready for occupancy, and there the children 
gath ered about their fi rst kindergarten Christmas tree, laden with the simple gi  s which they 
had prepared for their friends.

The growth of the kindergarten has been slow but steady. There was at fi rst a strong 
prejudice against it, in the minds of many, because it was supposed to be a place where the 
children were allowed “to do as they pleased,” but this prejudice gradually vanished as it came 
to be recognized that they did as they pleased because they pleased to do right.

M
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from FLORENCE THE MECCA OF THE COLORED RACE
By Arthur Hill

Many other members of the colored race came here, lived for a short  me, and 
then departed a  er being frightened by Judge Taney’s celebrated decision which 
sent back to slavery the fugi  ve Dred Sco  . Jus  ce Taney said that “the black 
man has no rights that the white man was bound to respect”.
This decision in the United States Supreme Court and the remanding of Dred 
Sco   back to slavery, frightened the fugi  ves who had been drawn here by the 
an  -slavery sen  ment of the place, so that they soon a  er migrated to Canada 
in which country the Dred Sco   decision had no power.

This place then became a sta  on on the so called underground railroad for 
transpor  ng the fugi  ves toward Canada. Southampton held the sta  on south 
of us while Cummingtön and Whately were the sta  ons between Florence and 
Canada.

The fugi  ve slave brought here from Southampton in the nigh   me, put to 
bed and to sleep for the next day and transported north the night of the next 
day.

Before the decision of Jus  ce Taney and its results, Wilson, a fugi  ve arrived 
here. He decided to remain here, became a laborer, lived on Nonotuck Street, 
got together a li  le money and tramped back to Virginia to try to rescue his 
son. Leaving him he went back to get his daughter. He was captured and kept 
in slavery again for several months. He again escaped and arrived here with 
his daughter when the three started for Canada to happily breathe the air of 
freedom.

N
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FLORENCE, MASS., January 31, 1893.

Dear Mr. Marsh,—
Although I saw a good many passengers who were on the underground rail way, bound 

north, I remember few of the incidents that occurred. A good many passengers stopped “fi ve 
minutes for refreshments at my father’s, and conductors were o  en changed here. On a few 
trips I was either conductor or assistant conductor. Quite a number of the through passengers 
temporarily took up their abode in Florence, the balmy an  -slavery climate here proving very 
a  rac  ve to them. A  er the forced return of Anthony Burns from Boston to the Southern 
tyrants, the sojourners here became alarmed and pushed on to their original des  na  on, 
Canada. Father Henson, one of the originals that furnished par  culars for Harriet Beecher 
Stowe’s “Uncle Tom,” came by this line on one of his trips to Canada. I think that it was not his 
fi rst trip, but that he had been south again a  er some of his friends.

William Wilson was landed here, remained a few months, worked and earned some money, 
returned south secretly, was gone quite a while, but fi nally reached here again with a grown-
up son, that he had been able to guide from slavery to freedom. The two men hired a small 
tenement, were industrious, and worked for an object. A  er they had saved money enough 
they went south to rescue their daughter and sister. A  er a long absence the younger man 
returned, the older one having been captured and returned to slavery. The younger was con-
fi dent that his father would again escape and decided to wait for him here. Sure enough, in a 
li  le while the old gentleman and daughter came, and a  er a short stay to rest and get a li  le 
money the whole party moved north to the queen’s dominions.

Many of the refugees, who were intelligent enough, became the talking centers for our 
neighbors and sympathizers to gather around. I heard many a thrilling story of brutality, 
suff ering, and exci  ng adventures in the “leap for freedom.” Father’s most frequent trip 
as conductor ran to the Kingman’s in Cummington, but occasionally our living freight was 
delivered at a Mr. Cra  s’ house in Whately.

       Sincerely yours,
       Arthur Hill

Florence was one of the Sta  ons on the so-called underground railroad, where fugi  ve slaves 
were secretly housed and assisted on their way to Canada, from which place they could not 
be sent back to slavery. The Dred Sco   decision of the Supreme Court of the United States 
declared that runaway slaves found anywhere in the country must be returned to their 
masters. On account of this decision, many of the aboli  onists refused to vote or to recognize 
the government of the country in any way. Un  l the Emancipa  on Proclama  on of President 
Lincoln, Samuel Hill, altho par  cipa  ng in all town ma  ers, especially those rela  ng to schools, 
did not vote at any Unites States elec  on.

The fugi  ves were brought from Southampton, the nearest sta  on south of us, during the 
night or early in the morning, were fed and put to bed. The next evening they were sent to the 
next sta  on north, some  mes to Cummington, some  mes to Whately.
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Basil Dorsey
1810 – 1872

(Pictured here is his brother 
Thomas, a well-known caterer in 
Philadelphia. There is no known 
photograph of Basil Dorsey. 
Photo courtesy Charles L. 
Blockson Collection)
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“Who travelled the ‘Underground Railroad’?”

Basil Dorsey

Introduc  on

We stand before Basil Dorsey’s fi rst home, built in 1849 on a lot he had purchased for $35. 
He was born into slavery in Maryland and made a heroic journey to freedom that ended in 
Florence. He overcame numerous obstacles and made a good life for his family here. Dorsey 
always spoke up for himself and his fellow freedom-seekers, including a  er the passage of the 
dreaded Fugi  ve Slave Law. He represented the courage, determina  on and skill that drove the 
so-called Underground Railroad.

Who was Basil Dorsey?

—We know from Federal Census records that he lived in Florence between 1850–1870. He 
moved here with his three children a  er his fi rst wife died. He re-married almost as soon 
as he arrived here. What was his new wife’s name? How many more children did they have 
together? (Docs. B,C,D) 

—What kind of work did he do to support his family? Describe his job for us. Were good jobs 
like this generally open to black men living in Massachuse  s at this  me? Ask your partners 
in the “Sara Askin” group. Do you think this was an important reason why Dorsey se  led in 
Florence? (Doc. A)

—What did his children get growing up in Florence? Was this another reason Dorsey se  led 
here? (Doc. A)

How did Basil Dorsey get to Florence?

—In the Census, Dorsey’s “Place of Birth” was listed as Maryland, a slave state. He was born a 
“slave for life” and by law it was up to his owner whether he remained a slave or not. What 
happened that fi nally pushed him to run away? Describe the situa  on for us. (Doc. F)

—He successfully escaped to the free state of Pennsylvania and se  led down to work in the 
town of Bristol. Somebody told his owner in Maryland where he was living and Dorsey was 
arrested and forced to stand trial. What happened next? What advantage did Dorsey have 
over his opponent in the courtroom? Describe the scene for us. (Docs. F,G,H)

—Dorsey, in eff ect, escaped slavery a second  me. He went north where he was safer from 
slave-catchers. Where did the Underground Railroad take him? Describe his journey. Who 
assisted him in New York City? (Docs. E,F)

What eff ect did the Fugi  ve Slave Law of 1850 have?

—We see in the Federal Census that on August 10, 1850, Basil and his new wife Cynthia were 
se  led on Nonotuck Street. Two months later the Fugi  ve Slave Act was signed into law. From 
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one day to the next, life became much more dangerous for fugi  ves from Southern slavery 
living in the North. In your own words, can you describe some of the provisions in this new 
law? (Doc. L)

—How did Dorsey’s neighbors respond to this crisis? No one, including Dorsey himself, was 
happy about the solu  on they arrived at. Why not? Remember that he and Sollers, the man 
who “owned” him, had a long history when it came to money. (Docs. I,K)

—Like it or not, Dorsey was now safe. His children were safe because they were born to a “free” 
woman. Most formerly enslaved persons living in Florence fl ed to Canada in 1850-51. Basil 
Dorsey remained in Florence and is buried in the Park Street Cemetery. 

What did Dorsey and others do to challenge this unjust law?

—Basil Dorsey was a leader in his community. This is why his name appeared fi rst on a list of 
men who printed an open protest le  er. What were they protes  ng? What did the men 
whose names are listed have in common? (Doc. M) 

—African-Americans were a small, vulnerable minority in Massachuse  s in the 1850s. They 
needed support from their white neighbors at this  me. What were the pe   oners asking 
for? What was their argument for why they deserved support? (Doc.M)

—Do you think prin  ng this le  er in the newspaper was an eff ec  ve strategy? What other 
op  ons were open to them? What were the risks involved? (Doc. M)  

NOTES ON SOURCES

A. Wri  en by Arthur Hill, who was raised in the Community (1911).
B. Federal Census form, 1850.
C. Federal Census form, 1860.
D. Federal Census form, 1870.
E. Map created by the Ruggles Center.
F. Hampshire Gaze  e, April 2, 1867.
G. From a le  er wri  en by Robert Purvis, a leading Underground Railroad opera  ve.
H. Newspaper account of Dorsey’s trial in Doylestown, Pennsylvania (1837).
I. See F.
J. Bill of Sale for Basil Dorsey (1851).
K. Excerpts from the Fugi  ve Slave Law (1850).
L. Public le  er printed in the Hampshire Gaze  e following the passage of the Fugi  ve Slave 

Law (1850).
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FLORENCE THE MECCA OF THE COLORED RACE
By Arthur Hill

Basil Dorsey, an intelligent and genial man, came here early and a  er became the teamster for 
the co  on mill which succeeded the silk mill.... He married his second wife, daughter of Almon 
Jones, and raised a large family. He occupied the house at the foot of the junc  on of West and 
South Streets now in the possession of Mr. Coughlin. He brought the co  on bales from the 
Northampton railroad sta  on and took thither the fi nished cloth for shipment to the wider 
world. He had a powerful pair of lungs and on the road from Northampton with a load of bales, 
he would commence yelling at the eastern slope of Nonotuck Street when the people at the 
mill would open doors and prepare to receive his load.

He had two sons by his fi rst wife, Robert and John. Robert was a strong, healthy young man 
with a good common school educa  on. He became a stone mason and contractor, removed 
to New York as a contractor, bought a freight steamer for his work and fi nally died there. His 
brother John of a diff erent makeup, slender and dandyish, became a barber and died later of 
consump  on.

A

Basil Dorsey had this house built on Nonotuck Street by 1850. In 1852, he and his family moved to 
another house in Florence. Thomas H. Jones, formerly enslaved in North Carolina, lived here with 
his family between 1854 and 1859.
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Basil Dorsey

From Hampshire Gaze  e, April 2, 1867

Any sketch of Florence would be incomplete, that did not embrace an honorable no  ce of 
its colored teamster, Basil Dorsey.  For 23 years he has been a ci  zen of the village, and is 
known to the residents of all the adjoining region. He was a slave in the town of Liberty—God 
have mercy on the man who gave the place its name!—in Frederick County, Maryland. His 
grandfather was an Englishman, who married a colored woman in Maryland; therefore Dorsey 
claims that he was by law as well as by right, a free man. But in Maryland, under the slave-
code, not much a  en  on was paid to law or right; so Basil was compelled to come under the 
yoke. To a man of his high spirit and pluck, the yoke was grievously heavy, and he con  nually 
longed to be a free man. His master—Tom Saulers—had agreed to sell him his freedom for 
$350, and Dorsey found a man named Richard Cole—to his honorable memory be the act 
credited—who agreed to become his bondsman for that amount, but when Saulers was 
confronted with this security for his “property,” he refused to accept it, declaring that he could 
get $500. 

This act of treachery so enraged Cole that he advised Dorsey to his legs and try their 
virtue. He did so. On the 14th of May 1836, before an  -slavery became very popular, even in 
Massachuse  s, Dorsey, in company with two other slaves, turned his back upon his master and 
set out for the land of freedom. They travelled in the night and reached Ge  ysburg to safety. 
From thence they went to Harrisburg and then to Reading. He found employment in Bristol, 
Penn., where he worked nearly a year. While there, an a  empt was made to recapture him. He 
was arrested and taken before Judge Fox. Friends rallied to his aid, who secured ample legal 
counsel., and a  er lying in jail, two weeks, a fl aw in the proceedings was found and he was 
set at liberty. His wife, who was a free woman, and their children joined him in Pennsylvania 
in August, but in consequence of his arrest he determined to set his face northward for be  er 
security. 

He went to New York, where he met Dr. David Ruggles, the founder of the well known water 
cure in Florence, who assisted him. Gentlemen connected with the An  -Slavery Standard sent 
him to Northampton. He fi rst stopped at the house of Haynes K. Starkweather, in South street, 
and a  er a day or two Capt. Samuel Parsons—whose heart, always beat in sympathy with 
the fugi  ve—harnessed one of his horses and with one of his boys for driver—this was the 
“underground railroad”—took Dorsey and carried him to Charlemont, where he was cared for 
by Dea. R. H. Leavi  ; with whom he lived about fi ve years. His wife died and was buried at that 
place, leaving him with three children. In January, 1844, he came to Florence, where he has 
ever since resided, working as a teamster, fi rst as an employee of the co  on-mill company, and 
la  erly as a general jobber. He has always done the teaming for the co  on mill. 

F
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The day of trial came, and the slave-holder was there, bringing with 
him additional proof in the persons of his neighbors, to swear as to the 
identity of the man. Armed with the bill of sale, the victory seemed an 
easy one. The claimant at one time was willing to take five hun dred 
dollars for his slave which we agreed to give, yielding to the earnest 
entreaty of Basil, although it was in violation of our principles, as we 
have always denied the right of property in man.

He advanced his price to eight hundred at Doylestown, and when 
that was agreed to declined taking less than one thousand dollars. Basil 
then said, no more offers, if the decision goes against me, I will cut my 
throat in the Court House, I will not go back to slavery." I applauded 
his resolution; horrible as it might be, it seemed better than his return 
to a living death. Then for the first time I unfolded our plans for his 
liberation.

G
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In Dea. J. P. Williston he has ever found a fi rm and faithful friend, and his gra  tude 
for his kindly assistance is strong and hear  elt. Soon a  er se  ling in Florence, Mr. 
Dorsey married again, and by his present wife has had eleven children, making in 
all fourteen—all of whom are now living. He has always been industrious, and a 
hard-worker, and has succeeded in buying and paying for a homestead. In 1850, his 
friends in Florence and Northampton contributed $150, and he added $50 from his 
own earnings, making $200 in all, with which he purchased his freedom. This was 
done against the wishes of many of his friends, who didn’t like to buy with money 
that freedom which God had endowed all men with; but as he some  mes visited 
Boston, Providence, and other ci  es, in his teaming business, it was feared he might, 
when away from home be made a subject for the fugi  ve slave law, and be hurried 
back to slavery. So it was deemed best to pay the price demanded and thus make his 
freedom secure. In January last, desiring once more to see the “sacred soil” whose 
dust he had shaken from his feet thirty-one years ago, he revisited Maryland. His 
old master was gone and family nearly broken up. A look of desola  on pervaded 
the en  re country. He found not many that he knew but one man loomed up 
conspicuous amid the general strangeness, with whom and whose business he 
was familiar. This was a professional slave-catcher and the owner of trained blood-
hounds. 

I
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Excerpts from The Fugi  ve Slave Act 1850

Full  tle:

An Act to amend, and supplementary to, the Act en  tled ‘An Act 
respec  ng Fugi  ves from Jus  ce, and Persons escaping from the 

Service of their Masters,’ approved February twel  h, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three.

Sec  ons 1, 2, 3 are concerned with the formal provisions for appoin  ng 
commissioners, who ‘are hereby authorized and required to exercise and 
discharge all the powers and du  es conferred by this act.’

Sec  on 4 invests the appointed commissioners with ‘authority to take 
and remove such fugi  ves from service or labor ... to the State or Territory 
from which such persons may have escaped or fl ed.’

Sec  on 5 specifi es the penal  es for failure to comply with warrants 
issued under the provisions of the act:

Should any marshal or deputy marshal refuse to serve such warrant, 
or other process, when tendered, or to use all proper means diligently 
to execute the same, he shall, on convic  on thereof, be fi ned in the 
sum of one thousand dollars. Furthermore, should an arrested fugi  ve 
manage to escape from custody, the marshal or deputy would be liable to 
prosecu  on, and could be sued for ‘the full value of the service or labor of 
said fugi  ve in the State, Territory or District whence he escaped.’

Commissioners were also empowered ‘to summon and call to their aid 
the bystanders,’ and any failure to co-operate with such a summons would 
be a viola  on of the law:

All good ci  zens are hereby commanded to aid and assist in the prompt 
and effi  cient execu  on of this law, whenever their services may be 
required.

K
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