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Inventory of The David Ruggles Center Historical Materials Collection 

Language:  Material is in English 
Acquisition:  Donation, archival exchange.  
Accruals:  Periodic additions to the collection continue. 
Access:  The collection is open without restriction. 

  
Copyright:  Most documents are copied from primary sources housed in other 
locations. The copyright and permissions follow the original accordingly. 
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Introduction 

The creation of the Inventory of The David Ruggles Center Historical 
Materials Collection was made possible by a grant from the Massachusetts 
Foundation for the Humanities.  Because of this generous gift, in the fall of 
2016, the David Ruggles Center was able create an inventory of the historical 
files in its collection.  

Scope and Contents of the Collection 

The David Ruggles Center houses a growing collection of approximately 4000 
pages of reproductions of nineteenth century newspaper articles, recollections, 
booklets, and maps focusing on antislavery in the Northampton region of 
western Massachusetts. Materials date from 1809 to the 2000s. However, the 
material mostly focuses on the three decades before the Civil War.  
  
The majority of documents relate to the Garrisonian abolitionists who founded 
the Northampton Association of Education and Industry in Florence, 
Massachusetts.  Established in 1842, the idealistic radical abolitionist 
community was dedicated to racial, gender, and economic equality and 
admitted self-emancipated slaves as members. David Ruggles, an active 
Underground Railroad agent in New York City in the 1830s, lived at the 
Northampton Association, as did Sojourner Truth who began her career as a 
lecturer for abolition and women’s rights while residing there. The collection 
also include materials documenting the Underground Railroad activity of 
Northampton evangelical abolitionists and Liberty and Free Soil partisans. 
When the Northampton Association folded in 1846, it sold its silk mill to 
Northampton evangelical fugitive assistant J. P. Williston and partners. At his 
Greenville Manufacturing Company he provided work for fugitive slaves and 
other African Americans. Through his efforts and the more open-minded 
multiracial attitude fostered by the Northampton Association, Florence became 
ten percent African American by 1850. The David Ruggles Center Historical 
Materials Collection include files documenting this unique African American 
community. In addition, the Collection also includes material on antislavery and 
Underground Railroad activity in the Connecticut River Valley of western 
Massachusetts and its surrounding hill towns.  

This inventory is divided into two principal sections: 1) within Florence/
Northampton and 2) outside of that area- Regional/State/National. The 
Florence/Northampton section constitutes the majority of the David Ruggles 
Center Historical Materials Collection and is sorted into two categories,  
Personal Files and Subject Files. The Regional/State/National files are further 
organized by geography, with towns in Massachusetts and Massachusetts-wide 
material, followed by towns outside the state, and then nationwide material.  
Within each geographical area the files are sorted into Personal and Subject 
files. Generally, the inventory includes file names but does not itemize 
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individual file contents. There are approximately 450 files in this collection. 
The dates of the copied articles range from 1827 to the 2000s.   
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Florence/Northampton 

 Florence/Northampton, Massachusetts Personal Files 

  Adam, William  b. 1796 

  Aldrich, Mrs. A. P.  b.  

  Allen, Ami   b. 

  Anthony, Henry  b. 

  Askin, Sarah   b. 1818 

  Benson, Anna   b. 1834 

  Benson, George W  b.1808 

   Residence, Benson Cottage, 615 Riverside Dr.,   
        Florence, Mass. 

  Benson, Sarah  b. 1846 

  Birge, Edward  b. 1834 

  Bond, Mary White  b.  1826 

  Bond 

   Residence, 71 Pine St., Florence, Mass. 

  Bowles, Samuel  b. 1826 

  Breck, Moses  b.  1793 

  Brown, Abel   b. 1810 

  Brown, John (fugitive )  b. 1815-1820 

  Burleigh, Charles Calistus b. 1810 

   Residence, 85-87, North Main St., Florence, Mass. 
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  Burleigh, family 

  Burleigh, Gertrude Kimber b. 1816 

  Childs, Lydia Maria  b. 1802  

   Biographical excerpts 

   Collected Correspondence 
   Letters of Lydia Maria Childs I 

   Letters of Lydia Maria Childs II 

   Newspaper clippings  

   Notes for talk about LMC (2002) 

   Underground Railroad 

  Childs, David Lee  b. 1794 

   House on Meadow St.  

  Clark, Chauncey  b. 1790 

   Residence, 161 South St., Northampton 

  Clark, Milton   b.  

  Colver, Nathan, Rev  b. 1794 

  Conant, Joseph  b.  

  Crandall, Prudence  b. 1803 

  Critchlow, Alfred  b. 1813 

  Day, William Howard b. 1825 

  Dewey, Charles, judge b. 1793 

  Dorsey, Basil   b. 1808 

   Biographical Excerpts  

   Census/ Tax Records  

   Charlemont 

   Deeds  

   Images 
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   New England Antislavery Society 

   Newspaper Clippings  

   Newspaper clippings: Obituaries 

   Newspaper clippings: Trial in PA/ Purvis 1838 

   Research Notes/Emails about Basil Dorsey 

   Residence, 4 Florence Road,  Florence 9 

   Residence, 114 Pine St., Florence   

   Residence: 191 Nonotuck St., Florence, Mass. (Dorsey/
Jones           House) 

  Dorsey, Charles Robert b. ca. 1812 

  Dorsey, Cynthia  b. 1831 

  Dorsey, Edward   b. 1858 

  Dorsey, Louisa   b. 1814 

  Dorsey, Margaret   b.  

  Dorsey, Robert  b.  

  Dorsey, Thomas   b.  

  Dorsey, William  b. 1857 

  Dowden, Bridget  b. 1819 

  Douglass, Frederick  b. 1818 

   Correspondence  

   Images 

   New Bedford 

   Newspaper clippings  

   Speech, Thanksgiving 1848 

   Writings (excerpts) 

  Eldridge, Amos  b. 1810 

   Residence, 4 Park St., Florence, Mass. 
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  Ellis, Rufus   b. 1819 

  Fairbank, Calvin  b. 1816 

  Foord, Sophia  b. 1802 

  French, fugitive slave b.  

  Gardener, Eugene Clarence (E.C.) b.  1836 

  Garrison, Helen Benson  b. 1811 

  Garrison, William Lloyd  b. 1805 

  Gere, Henry S.  b. 1828 

  Graham, Sylvester, Rev. b.  1794 

  Gilbert, Olive   b. 1801 

  Hammond, Elisha (E.P.) b. 1779 

  Haven, Gilbert  b. 1821 

   Residence, 13 Park St., Florence, Mass. 

  Hayden, Harriet   b.  

  Hayden, Joel   b. 1798 

  Hill, Arthur   b. 1841 

   Newspaper Clippings 

  Hill, Samuel   b. 1806 

   Residence: Maple St., 31 

  Hill, Thomas   b.  

  Hull, Agrippa   b. 1759 

  Hopkins, Erastus  b. 1810 

   Articles, SE Bridgman, “Northampton” in New England  
   Magazine (1900) 

   Biographical 

   Biographical, Anne Emerson excerpts 

   Biographical, Anne Emerson draft “Letters from   
        Erastus” 
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   Correspondence 

   Correspondence, Underground Railroad 

   Newspaper clippings l 

   Newspaper clippings ll 

   Newspaper clippings lll 

   Newspaper clippings lV 

   Newspaper clippings V 

   Newspaper clippings, obituaries 

   Newspaper clippings, Torrey case 

   Notes, Bruce Laurie 

   Pulpits 

   Residence, 101 King St., Northampton 

   Speeches 

   Speeches about Colonization 

  Hudson, Erasmus Darwin  b. 1806 

   Correspondence 

   Journal excerpt 

   Newspaper clippings 

  Hunt, Seth    b. 1814   

  Hunter, Andrew   b.  

  Huntington, Charles P.  b. 1802   

  Hutchinson, John   b. 1813   

  Ives, Daniel    b.    

   Probate 

  Jones, Thomas H.   b. 1806 

   Deeds, maps 

   Material from Beverly Hector-Smith 
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  Judd, Frances Birge   b.  1820 

  Judd, Hall     b. 1817 

  Judd, Sylvester, Jr.   b. 1789  

   Article, Altina Waller, “ Sylvester Judd: Historian of the  
    Connecticut River Valley” 

   Correspondence 

   Newspaper Clippings, obituary   

   Notes about, Bruce Laurie 

  Kossuth    b. 1802 

  Leavitt, Joshua   b.  1794 

  Linda, Catherine   b.  

  Mack, David    b. 1804 

   Residence, Florence Road, 47 (Ruggles, Randall)   

  Mack, Maria    b.  

  Mann, Mary (Hill)   b. 1828 

  Marsh, Joseph   b.  

  Napier, Thomas   b.  

   Residence, 45 Elm St., Northampton 

  Parsons, Isaac   b. 1830 

   Residence, 4 Park St., Florence 

  Randall, Hannah,    b. 1803 

   Residence, 47 Florence Rd., Florence   

  Rosbrooks     b. 1825 

   Residence, 18 Park St., Florence 

  

  Ross, Austin    b. 1812 

   Residence, 123 Meadow St. Florence 
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  Ruggles, David  b. 1810 

   Biographical, Dorothy Porter 

   Biographical, Graham R. Hodges on Ruggles 

   Biographical, Kathryn Grover on Ruggles  

   Biographical, misc. biographical pieces on Ruggles 

   Biographical, David Ruggles Blog  

   Images  

   Correspondence 

   Newspaper clippings, Liberator articles by or about David  
          Ruggles 

   Newspaper clippings, national press before 1842 

   Newspaper clippings, national press after 1841 

   Newspaper clippings, local press after 1841 

   Newspaper clippings, obituaries 

   Probate records  

   Residence, 47 Florence Road, Florence 

   Water cure, advertisement for Ruggles’ Water cure 

   Water cure, deeds and map 

   Water cure, newspaper clippings  

   Water cure, processes of the water cure 

  Rush, Stephen   b.    

  Smith, James Lindsay  b. 1816 

  Spencer, Anna Garlin  b. 1851 

  Starkweather, Charles  b. 1819 

  Starkweather, Haynes, K.  b.  

  Stetson, Almira   b.1818 
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  Stetson  Benson, Catherine b. 1809 

  Stetson, Dolly   b. 1807 

  Stetson, James   b. 1801 

  Stowe, Harriet Beecher  b. 1811 

  Tappan, Arthur   b. 1786 

  Tappan, Caroline Sturgis  b. 1819 

   (married William Aspinwall Tappan) 

  Tappan, Charles   b. 1784 

  Tappan, Lewis   b. 1788 

  Thayer, Abijah W.   b. 1796 

  Truth, Sojourner   b.1797 

   1850 Antislavery Convention 

   Biographical excerpts/Articles 

   Biographical- Gilbert Vale on Matthias 

   Biographical- Erlena Steson and Linda David,    
    “Glorying in Tribulation: The Life Work of Sojourner  
          Truth” 

   Esopus     

   Images 

   Lecture about SJT 

   Site Maps 

   Newspaper clippings, local  

   Newspaper clippings, national 

   Obituaries 

   Play (drama) 

   Programming/contacts  

   Programming/Kids activities 

   Programming/Lilly Library SJT Program  
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   Remarks on the Narrative of SJ, 1884 

   Residence: Battle Creek, MI 

   Residence: 35 Park St., Florence 

   Speeches by 

   Statue/ Sojourner Truth Committee 

  Turner, Marion     b. ca. 1863 

  Warner, Oliver    b. 1818 

  Washington, Laura Knowles  b.  1813 

  Wells, Hiram,     b. 1813 

   Residence: Maple St., 32  

  Whitmarsh, Samuel    b. 1800 

  Williston, John Payson   b. 1803 

   Biographical, Martin L. Williston, “Reminiscences from the  
    Life and Character of Deacon John P. Williston 

   Biographical 

   Biographical, AL Williston (his son) 

   Correspondence  

   Correspondence, from archives of NEHGS l  

   Correspondence, from archives of NEHGS ll 

   Newspaper clippings, 1830s and 1840s 

   Newspaper clippings, 1850s 

   Newspaper clippings, arson 

   Newspaper clippings, Chauncey Clark  on Gore v. Williston 

   Residence, King St.  

  Williston, Samuel   b. 1795 
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  Wilson, William    b.  

  Wright, William   b. 1800 
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Florence/Northampton Subject Files 

 Antislavery Activity 

  4th of July 

  1838 Gag Rule response 

  Amistad 

  Anti-Texas Annexation 

  Black Activists 

  Colonization Society 

  Creole Case 

  Frederick Douglass in Northampton 

  Fugitive Slave Act 

  Fugitive Slave Act, Newspaper Clippings 

  Fugitive Slave Act, Williamson case 

  John Brown 

  Kansas 

  Laurie, Bruce “Rebels in Paradise: Sketches of Northampton  
  Abolitionists” 

  Misc Letters to the editor 

  Newspaper clippings, l 

  Newspaper clippings, ll  

  Newspaper clippings, letters to editors 

  Old Hampshire Antislavery Society 

  Henry Stanton, Letters to Editor, Hampshire Gazette 

  Torrey Case  

  Writings about antislavery activity, Arthur Hill 
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 Census and Maps 

  1850 Census and maps- Florence, Mass.  

  1850 Census- Northampton, Mass.   

  1850 Census- African American Households of Nonotuck Street  

  1850 Census notes Bruce Laurie  

  1852 School Census  

  1853 Map- Northampton, Mass. 

  1855 Census and Maps- Florence, Mass.  

  1855 Census- Northampton, Mass.  

  1856 Census- Northampton, Mass.  (HG 5/27/56) 

  1860 Census and maps- Florence, Mass. 

  1870 Census  Florence, Mass. 

  1873 Map- Florence, Mass. 

  1880 Census   

  1884 Map- Florence, Mass. 

  1915 Map- Florence, Mass. 

  Tax Rolls: 1855, 1856, 1857 

  W. F. Pratt Misc Maps 

 Education   

  Florence Kindergarten 

  Florence Kindergarten/Hill Institute, newspaper clippings and  
   pamphlets 

  Florence Kindergarten, Elizabeth Peabody 
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  General Context, Florence 

   African Americans/race 

   Earliest reference to Florence 

   General history, articles ( Information files, slavery/  
    antislavery newspaper clippings)       

   Native Americans  

   Obituaries 

   Photos 

   Post Card, 1894, Park St. Florence 

   Slavery in Northampton  

   Timelines of Florence by Paul Gaffney 

   Writings, Arthur Hill 

  General History, Northampton 

    

   “Abolition or War” 

   African American history, newspaper Clippings 

   Anti-Jew Rhetoric 

   Brian Turner, “Northampton’s River of Time.” 

   “Brief History” of Northampton, Historic Northampton  

    Gilbert, Kevin  “A Quota of Patriotism: The Decline of   
   Volunteerism in Northampton, Massachusetts, during the  
   Civil War.” (1992)  

   Kay Sheehan’s Walking Tour of Northampton 

   Miscellaneous   

   Newspaper Clippings, general 

   Newspaper Clippings, pertaining to slavery, race, ethnicity  
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   River God Info 

   Visitors Guide to Paradise: Historical Walking Tours of  
   Northampton 

  Industry and Business 

   Agriculture, general (Connecticut Valley Farmer) 

   Bensonville 

   Dunn & Bradstreet on Florence Men (notes) 

   Florence Casket Company 

   Florence Manufacturing Overview 

   Residence, 136 Pine St., Florence, Mass. 

   Florence Savings Bank 

   Florence Sewing Machine Co. 

   Hampshire Box Company 

   Northampton Canal  

   Northampton Industry- general 

   Northampton Railroad  

   Silk Industry, Leonard Silk Mill 

   Silk Industry, Northampton Silk Route 

   Silk Industry, timeline 

   Silk Industry, diagram ‘Stages of a the Silkworm’  

   Sugar beets 

  Newspapers 

    Hampshire Herald 

   Hampshire Herald, Joan Patricia Prusky, “The Hampshire  
   Herald, 1845-1848”  
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   Hampshire Herald,  newspaper clippings 

  Northampton Association of Education and Industry (NAEI) 

   Correspondence 

   Correspondence, Stetson letters  

   Newspaper clippings, contemporaneous 

   Newspaper clippings, post NAEI   

   Notes about the NAEI, Steve Strimer 

   Records, Articles of the Association 

   Records, meetings/minutes  

   Records, deeds 

   Work/Industry, farming 

   Work/Industry, sawmill 

   Work/Industry, silk 

   Writing about the NAEI 

   Writing, recollections about the NAEI 

  Political Parties/(Groups and Elections) 

   1842 Election 

   Anti-Mason 

   Democratic Party 

   Election Results  

   Free Soil  

   Fremont Club 

   Know Nothings 

   Liberty Party 
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   Moral Suasion vs. Political Action 

   Politics of Abolitionism in Northampton 

   Republican Party 

   Whigs 

   Workingmen Party 

  Religious Societies 

  

   Baptist Society, Abel Brown 

   “Colored Church” 

   Cosmian Hall 

   Cosmian Hall, newspaper Clippings 

   Cosmian Hall, recollections 

   Easthampton Churches, overview 

   Edwards Church, Northampton 

   Florence Congregational Society, , brochures  

   Free Congregational Society of Florence                         
     

   Free Congregational Society of Florence, newspaper   
        clippings and history 

   Free Congregational Society of Florence, records 

   Northampton churches, overview 

   Spiritualism, newspaper clippings 

   Transcendentalism, overview 

   Unitarian Society of Northampton and Florence, 

   Unitarian Society of Northampton and Florence, history 
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   Unitarian Society of Northampton and Florence, newspaper  
        clippings 

  Slavery in Northampton 

   Articles, “Slavery in Northampton” 

   “Slavery Existed” 

   Review Robert Romer, Slavery in the Connecticut Valley of  
    Massachusetts, Levellers Press, 2009 

   

  Temperance 

   1852 law, enforcement 

   Carson League 

   Index, Antebellum and Washingtonian Drunkard’s narratives 

   Newspaper clippings 

   Temperance and Abolition 

   

  Underground Railroad 

   Articles, Aella Greene, The Underground Railroad and Those 
       That Operated It”  [1900] 

   Articles, excerpt from Wilburt Siebert, The Underground  
    Railroad in Massachusetts 

   Articles, excerpt from “Underground Railroad in New   
    England” 

   Erastus Hopkins and the Underground Railroad 

   Fugitive narratives 

   Fugitive slaves 

   Fugitive slaves, Wilson 
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   Fugitive slave meetings, 10/15/50 and 10/23/50  

   Narratives of the underground railroad 

   Newspaper Clippings, underground railroad 

   Nonotuck Street, Steve Strimer, “History of Nonotuck St.,  
    1835-1891”: Early Multiculturalism in Florence, MA 

   Notes, Bruce Laurie on Northampton underground railroad  
    and fugitive slaves 

   Sourcebook for the Underground Railroad and Old   
   Organization Abolition compiled by Steve Strimer 

   Underground railroad Florence walking tour  

  Women’s history 

   Bloomers and Women’s Rights 

   “The Liberty Women of Boston” 

   Florence Women’s history, Newspaper Clippings,  

   1873 articles about anti-feminist lecturer coming to   
   Florence, Newspaper Clippings, 

   Women Activists 

   Women and Antislavery 

   Post-Civil War Florence Women’s history 
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Other Areas of Antislavery Activism   

 Antislavery and Underground Railroad Activity in Mass., by town   
         

  Amherst 

   African American history sites 

   Frazier case/ Angeline Palmer b. 1830 

   Edward Dickinson b. 1803 

   Henry Jackson b. 1817 

   Hope church 

   Slavery  

  Ashfield 

   Ashfield, Undergroutnd Railroad 

  The Berkshires 

   The Berkshires, Massachusetts, African American   
   Houses 

  Boston  

   African Americans 

   David Walker   b. 1796 

  Brockton 

   Brockton, misc.  

  Charlemont 

   Charlemont, Roger Leavettb. 1805[ 

  Colrain  

   UGRR, Wells Tavern, John Green 

  Cummington 

   1856 convention 
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   African Americans 

   Antislavery 

   Antislavery Conventions 

   CC Burleigh  b. 1810 

   Hilltown Underground Railroad network  with    
    Huntington and Worthington 

  Deerfield 

   African Americans 

   Romer on slavery 

   Slavery 

  Essex County, Mass.  

   Essex County, Mass., overview 

  Goshen 

   Goshen, misc.  

  Greenfield, Individuals 

   Davis, George  b. 1810 

   Elliot, William  b.  

   Fisk, Charles  b. 1804 

   Leavitt, Hart  b. 1809 

   Putnam, John b. 1818 

   Russell, NE  b.  

   Wells, Samuel b.  

  Greenfield  

   Franklin County Antislavery Convention 

   Maps 

   Underground Railroad 
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  Hatfield 

   West Hatfield,  Cowles House 

  Haydenville 

   Gere on Haydenville 

  Hopedale 

   Hopedale Community 

  Holyoke  

   UGRR 

  Lynn 

   Lynn, misc. 

  Montague  

   Montague, misc. 

  New Bedford  

   Lynching 

  Newton  

   Jackson Homestead 

  

  Springfield 

    Antislavery  

   Springfield, Fugitive Slave Act  

   Springfield, Underground Railroad 

  

  Sterling 

   1837 petition 

  Westfield 

   Antislavery Convention 

  Wilbraham 
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   Underground Railroad 

  Williamsburg 
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 Massachusetts, General 

  Massachusetts Underground Railroad 

  Massachusetts Underground Railroad Network, meeting   
   minutes- 2001-2 
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 Other States 

  Connecticut, Sourcebook: The Underground Railroad in   
  Connecticut, New Hampshire, Portsmouth, Black Heritage  

  New York, Rochester, Underground Railroad 

  Ohio, Cincinatti,Ohio, The National Underground Railroad   
  Freedom Center 

  Pennsylvania, Underground Railroad 

  Vermont, Ferrisburgh, Rokeby 
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 National/Regional 

  Milestones in the History of Slavery 

  New England, “Underground Railroad in New England’ 

  New England Antislavery Society 

  National Park Service: Network to Freedom 

  The North Star, The Poetry of Freedom by Her Friends (1840) 

  Other Underground Railroad activity, misc.  

  Underground Railroad, Resources 

  UGRR Conference, Albany NY 2009  

  Underground Railroad Mailing List 

  UGRR Mass. contacts  

                                                                                                                                                                                         


